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CRITICAL REVIEW. 





For the Month of Mey, 1777. 





— 


The true Principles of Gunnery invefiigated and explained. Ta 
avhich are added, many neceffary Explanations and Remarks, to- 
gether with Tables calculated for Pradlice, the Use of which is 
illuftrated by proper Examples; with the Metdod of Jolving that 
capital Problem, which “ requires the Elevation for the greateft 
Range with any given initial Velocity.” By Hugh Brown. te. 
155. boards. Nourfe. 


¢ ANY books have been publifhed on the art of gunnery 

fince the firft invention of artillery ; however, Mr. Ro- 
bins was the firft author who ventured to abandon the prin- 
ciples which former writers had efpoufed. In his New Principles 
of Gunnery, printed in the year 1742, he fhews, by many ex- 


‘periments, that the fubjeét had been treated in a very erroneous 


manner, and opens a field for a new theory, quite different 
from that which had been taught by his predeceffors; and 
which ftill continues to be taught, even by thofe who have {kill 
enough to fee that it is wrong, without any other argument in 
its favour than thatit is fomething eafier than the true theory. 

‘ The learned profeffor Euler, to whom the world is fo much 
indebted for the many excellent works with which he has 
obliged the public, convinced of the utility of Mr. Robins’s 
ingenious Speculations and Experiments, tranflated his book 
into the German language, and at the fame time wrote exten- 
five remarks on each propofition. He inveitigated each pro- 

ofition, correéted what he found defe&tive, and extended 
the fubject: he likewife illuftrated moft of his theorems by 
examples. 

‘ Thefe remarks, and alfo a paper of Mr. Euler’s publithed 
jn the memoirs of Berlin, are here tranflated into Englifh, and 
Vou. XLIM, May, 1777. y ace 
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companied with explanatory notes, where they were thought 
neceflary. To which are added a fet of new tables, calcu- 
lated from Mr. Euler’s theory, for finding the length of the 
curve defcribed by a projedtile in a refifting medium, together 
with the ordinate and abfcifla anfwering to every point of the 
curve, and alfo the time of defcribing the whele, or any part 
of it, and the angle which the curve makes with the horizon in 
any point, The ufe of thefe tables is illuftrated with proper 
examples, in what is neceffary for an officer of artillery to be ac- 
guainted with. By the common theory, the projectile will re- 
turn to the horizontal plane with the fame velocity as that with 
which it iffues out of the piece, and the angle which the track 
makes with the horizontal plane, is the fame at the exit from 


_ the piece as at the fall; but they both differ greatly, unlefs the 


initial velocity be very fmall.’ 


Such is the account given of this elaborate work by the very 
ingenious and induftrious tranflator, who has very commend. 
ably employed his mathematical abilities and knowledge of the 
German language, in giving to this nation an Englifh edition 
of a work of fo much importance to it, improved by ufefal 
notes, explanations, and other rules, which do him no fmall 
honcur, and concerning which he alfo acknowledges the good 
offices of Mr. Landen. 

There was never, perhaps, a greater improvement made at 
once in any art or fcience, than that which was made by the 
late excellent Mr. Robins in the theory of artillery, under 
whofe fkilful hands it affumed a totally different afpe& from 
what it had ever exhibited before. There had lately in- 
deed been made, by feveral ingenious enquirers in natura] phi~ 
lofophy, fome few experiments with fired gunpowder, and re- 
fiftance of the medium to flow motions, by which they were 
led to guefs at fomething of the nature of the force exerted 
by the former, or effet of the refiftance of the latter; but 
thefe were moftly very wide of the truth, nor was any real be- 
nefit rendered to artillery by an ufeful application of fuch fpe- 
culations. ‘The chief dfderata in the fubject, were thefe two: 
firft, to find the velocity with which a ball of any kind is 
made to iffue from a piece of ordnance, of given dimenfions, 
when it is impelled by the force of a given quantity of powder 
fired in the piece; and fecondly, to find the effe& of fuch 
motion, or the diftance to which the ball will range when fo 
projected at a given elevation, and refifted by the air during 
its‘motion through it. It is evident that thefe two principles 
will ferve to refolve every inquiry that can be made in the 
practice of artillery; the former determining the regulations 
proper for the quantities of powder, fize, or weight of the 
balls, dimenfions and figure of the piece and its chamber; 
while 
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while the latter will regulate the elevations, ranges, velocities» 
times of flight, &c. - Accordingly Mr. Robins, with a view 
direQed to thefe two leading objets, divided: his little book 
into two chapters, allotting one to each of them; each of 
thefe he divided in feveral propofitions, in which he feparately 
inveftigated, in the moft ingenious manner, the different parts 
of thefe two capital problems; in which, with extreme fa- 
gacity, he inveftigates and eftablifhes a theory at once true 
and ufeful. This performance was eagerly embraced by all 
Eufopean nations, who beftowcd many encomiums upon it, 
and fevera] of them tranflated it into their own language. 
Among others, the famous Mr. Euler, profeffor of the fub- 
lime mathematics at Peterfburg in Ruffia, honoured it witha 
tranflation into High Dutch, accompanied with a very learned 
and copious commentary on every part, in which he has be- 
ftowed the utmoft exertions of his eminent abilities in demon- 
ftrating every principle in a manner different from that ufed 
by Mr. Robins, in inveftigating- many minutie which he had 
feemed to negle&t, and in amending fome things which, he 
thinks Mr. Robins had delivered in a manner not fufficiently 
accurate. It cannot however be denied that Mr. Euler is 
iometimes miftaken in thefe animadveifions, as we fhall have 
occafion to remark in the courfe of cur review of the book ; 
and it muft be confeffed that the general complexion of Mr. 
Euler’s work, is rather that of a carping critique than a 
good-natured commentary, which indeed might be occafioned 
by remarks that Mr. Robins had publithed a few years be- 
fore on Mr. Euler’s Treatife on Mechanics. It feems Mr. Ro- 
bins intended to have written an anfwer to thofe animadverfions 
of Mr. Euler’s, if his early death had not prevented it, as 
appears by the teftimony of Dr. James Wilfon, the learned edi- 
tor of his works, who, after mentioning the fuccefs of Mr. 
Robins’s performances, adds, * As thus Mr. Robins’s ex- 
periments and theories met with the greateft approbation 
from the beft judges here, fo the tra& he had publifhed on 
thofe fubjeéts did him much honour abroad; for the famous 
Mr. Euler tranflated it into High Dutch; accompanying this 
fmall piece with an immenfe commentary; and beftowing 
praifes on it, yet not without attempting to difcover errors, 
This was printed at Berlin in 1745, and Mr. Robins foon af- 
ter informed me that Mr. Euler’s principal obje&tions arofe 
from miftakes ; the fource of which having found out, he in- 
tended to publifh an anfwer; but from that time continual 
interruptions prevented him.’ Proceed we now to give fome 
account of the particulars of this work, 
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Immediately after Mr. Brown’s preface to this work, follows 
a tranflation of Mr. Euler’s preface. It confifts of a fhort 
difcourfe, ferving as an apology for the frequent ufe made of 
the fublime mathematics, and of fluxions in particular, in this 
book, by himfelf and Mr. Robins; recounting many fubjeéts, 
and thofe of great and immediate ufe in life, in which their 
affiftance is neceflary. It alfo contains a general view of the 
plan and heads of Mr. Robins’s work, which he concludes in 
thefe words. 


‘ From all which it follows, that the great ufe of mathematic® 
does not depend on the common branches or elementary parts 
of them, as they cannot lead to any very fublime knowledge ; 
and that we are beholden to fublime mathematics, not only for 
the modern difcoveries which have been made, but alfo for the 
profpect of farther difcoveries. Fluxions are already carried to 
a great height, and farther improvements muft depend on a 
more.accurate miethod of finding fluents. It appears by this 
tract on gunnery, which on account of the notable difcoveries 
it contains has met with general approbation, the author could 
not have attained fuch knowledge without the help of the higher 
mathematics; for there are few propofitions in the book which 
can be clearly folved without the help of fluxions: feeing the 
ufe of this Englifh tra&, and that the fubjects it treats of might 
be extended farther, I undertook to tranflate it into the German 
tongue, in order to make the author’s excellent difcoveries 
more generally known, The author being very brief, I have not 
only given the neceffary explanations, but extended the fubject 
farther, that the reader may fee more clearly not only the ufe of 
what he delivers, but alfo the principles on which his con- 
clufions are grounded. I have ufed the necefflary freedom in 
the tranflation, attending more to the fubje& than the elegance 
of language, which cannot be deemed a fault in a work of this 
kind. 

¢ The author begins with a long preface, in which is an hif- 
torical account of the rife and progrefs of fortification and ar- 
tillery. ‘This feems chiefly intended to fhew how little of the 
true theory of gunnery was known before his publication, and 
what a field lies open for farther improvement. The work 
itfelf is divided intotwo chapters. In the firft he confiders the 
force of powder, and alfo the velocity the ball acquires by means 
of the faid force. Firft, he proves by indifputable experiments, 
that the force of powder confifts in a fubtile matter contained 
in the powder, which, by the explofion, is fet at liberty to 
expand itfelf.. He then enquires into the quantity of that force, 
and by what law it diminifhes as this fluid matter dilates it- 
felf. He then enquires how much the force is increafed by heat. 
‘Thefe things being premifed, he proceeds to inveftigate the ve- 

locity of a ball projected from a given barrel with a given quan- 
tity 
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tity of powder. In order to confirm the truth of this con™ 
clofion he contrives a machine, by help of which the actual ve- 
locity of the ball may be known. He then compares the ve- 
jocity found by experiment with that deduced from the force of 


the powder, and finds they agree furprifingly well. 


‘ In the fecond chapter he enquires into the refiftance of the 
air, and proves that the law of refiftance to fwift motions is 
much greater than was ever imagined by any author who had 
wrote on the fubje&t: he fhews how much any ball projeéted 
with a given velocity will gradually lofe of that velocity by the 
refiftance of the air, and conftantly confirms his determinations 
by experiments. made with his pendulum. He does not ex- 
amine the track defcribed in the air by the projeétile, but 


promifed a paper on the fubje&, which paper has not yet been 
publifhed. 

‘ This is a fhort account of the whole work, which, though 
it confifts of only two chapters, lays a foundation for artillery 
in general, and is fo connected with the feveral parts of this art 
that it may be juftly efteemed a complete tract on the fubject.’ 


Then follow Mr, Euler’s Remarks on Mr. Robins’s excellent 
preface ; in which he enumerates feveral perfons, unnoticed 
by Mr. Robins, who had treated on the force of the elaftic 
fluid produced from gunpowder, and of the refiftance of the 
air to fwift velocities. From none of which, however, any 
thing certain or ufeful could be extra&ted by Mr. Robins to 
eftablifh his principles. The propofitions themfelves follow 
next, of which, P 

Propofition I. proves that when gunpowder is fired, either 
in a vacuum or in air, it produces by its explofion a permanent 
elaftic fluid. This is proved in both thefe ftates, by feveral 
fatisfatory experiments ; from which it appears that it is 
fimilar to common air in a comprefled ftate, ating witha 
confiderable fpring. 

The IInd propofition is to explain more particularly the 
circumftances attending the explofion of gunpowder, either in 
a vacuum or in air, when fired in the manner defcribed in the 
experiments in the laft propofition.? From this propofition it 
appears that the firft effort of the generated elaftic fluid, 
while in the form of flame, is very great, but that it almoft 
immediately diminifhes to a lefs and more fixed uniform elaftic 
ftate, in which it remains while it is confined in the fame 
fpace. This is explained by the great addition made to the 
elafticity by the heat of the flame, fimilar to the effects ob- 
ferved in common air and vapours; but prefently cooling, it 
is reduced to that degree of elaftic force due to its denfity or 
compreflion only. 
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The IfId propofition fhews that ‘ the elafticity or preflure 
of the fluid produced by the firing of gunpowder, is, ceteris 
paribus, direétly as its denfity.” In this propofition it is proved, 
in feveral initances, that when the elaftic fluid is compreffed 
into a lefs room or bulk, it exerts a {pring or force propor- 
tionally greater. Hi itherto Mr, Euler’s remarks on the pro- 
pofitions contain little befide defcriptions and explanations of 
the manner and nature of the experiments adduced by Mr. 
Robins to determine the quantity and quality of the elaftic 
fluid produced by fired powder, together with a general ac- 
Guiefcence in thofe experiments and the dedu&tions made from 
them. But he here with propricty enough with-holds his affent 
to the general law laid down in this propofition, that the ela- 
fticity of the fluid is always as the denfity of ir. For although 
this proportionality holds true tn all cafes that have been tried 
with certainty, both with this fluid, and with common afr, 
to which it is fimilar, yet thofe cafes are fuch only in which 
the denfities do not greatly differ from one anothers; and al- 
though no fenfible difference from this law be obfervable in 
fuch cafes, yet when the fluid is comprefled into 800 or 1000 
times lefs fpace, a very coofiderable deviation from this law 
may obtain, and that the elafticity may then be increafed in a 
much greater proportion. And that itis fo, Mr. Euler thinks 
is rendered rather probable by experiments. 

In the IVth propofition are determined ‘ the elafticity, and 
quantity of this elaftic fluid, produced from the explofion of 
a given quantity of gunpowder.’ Itis here fhewn that no 
Jefs than 3, of the weight, of the ufuat government powder, 
is converted into an elaflic fluid or air, the other 1, being 
grofs matter of a different kind; that when this air is per- 
mitted to expand till it become of the fame denfity with com- 
mon or atmofpherical air, it then fills a fpace which is equal 
to 236 times the bulk of the powder from which it was pro- 
duced, and confequently equal to 236 xX 4° or 787 times the 
{pace poffeffed by this fluid itfelf while it ‘wed in the powder, 
when none of this fpace in which the powder was inclofed is 
fuppofed to be occupied by common air; but when an al- 
lowance is made fer the air filling up the interftices among 
the grains of the powdcr, it will appear that the condenfed 
fluid, when exifting in the grains of powder, was about 1060 
times denfer than common air. ‘ Hence then we are cer- 
tain, that any quantity of powder fired in any confined fpace, 
which it adequately fills, exerts at the inftant of its explofion 
again{t the fides of the veffel containing it, and the bodies it 
impels before it, a force at leaft 244 (or rather 236) times 
greater than the elafticity of common air, or, which is the 
fame 
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fame thing, than the preffure of the atmofphere; and this 
without confidering the great addition which this force will re- 
ceive from the violent degree of heat with which it is endued 
at that time; the quantity of which augmentation is the next 
head of enquiry.” It muft be obferved, however, that all 
thefe deductions or proportions, are made on the fuppofition 
that this fluid is ever endued with an elafticity directly pro- 
portional to its denfity, which it has before been obferved has 
not in all cafes been proved; and in failure of which the above 
numbers may happen not to be ftriily true.—In a note to 
this propofition Mr, Brown corrects fome fmall miftakes that 
had efcaped both Mr. Robins and Mr. Euler in reducing the 
numbers exprefling the proportions. 

In propofition the Vth, Mr. Robins by a fimple but in- 
genious experiment, clearly and inconteftibly proves that when 
an iron veffel is heated to an extreme red heat, the air con- 
tained in it is then about 4, times more elaftic than it was 
when cold in its natural ftate. This increafe he determines 
with a view to apply this proportion to the elaftic fluid ges 
nerated from gunpowder, On which Mr. Euler remarks that 
it is, without proof, taken for granted that like degrees of 
heat will proportionably add to the elafticity of common air, 
and air many hundred times denfer ; which may or may not 
happen to be true. And, we may add, it alfo fuppofes that 
the air contained ina veflel fo heated, is of the fame heat 
with the elaftic fluid at the inftant of explofion; which how- 
ever it does not feem reafonable to grant. 

The VIth propofition determines how much the elafticity of 
the fluid produced by the firing of gunpowder, is augmented 
by the heat it has at the time of its explofion, This Mr. Ro- 
bins affigns by increafing the elafticity 236, belonging to its 
denfity independent of heat, in the ratio of 1 to 4445, which 
raifes it to near 1000; by which it appears that the force of 
the elaftic fluid at the inftant of explofion, is equal to about 

1000 times the prefiure of the atmofphere. To this propo- 
fition Mr. Euler adds fome excellent philofophical obfervations 
on the nature of heated bodies; and again remarks on the af- 
fumed principles before mentioned, viz. that elaftic fluids 
many hundred times increafed in denfity, are juft fo much 
increafed in elafticity; that the heat of the flame at the ex- 
plofion is equal to that of the extreme red heat of iron; and 
that the before mentioned denfe fluid will have its elafticity 
increafed by heat in the fame proportion that a very rare one 
has its elafticity increafed. It is true that thefe pofitions are 
rendered very probable on feveral accounts, and have been 
ftriGly proved in mediums not greatly differing in denfity ; 
. =e and 
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and the ohly doubt that can remain is, whether the properties 
univerfally obtain in all degrees of denfity as well as in thofe 
with which they have been tried and proved, 

Having thus fettled thefe pre-requifites, as mentioned in the 
firft fix propofitions, Mr. Robins applies them.to military pro- 
jectiles in the 7th propofition, which runs thus: ‘ Given the 
dimenfions of any piece of artillery, the denfity of its ball, 
and the quantity of its charge, to determine the velocity 
which the ball will acquire from its explofion, fuppofing the 
elafticity of the powder at the firft inftant of its firing to be 
given.’ This mult be allowed to be one of the moft capital 
protlems in military projeGiiles, as well as one of the moft 
curious in natural philofophy ; and it is treated by Mr. Ro- 
bins in a truly mathematical manner; nor did he, in our 
opinion, give his folution by geometry alone, independent of 
algebra, as Mr. Euler fays, for the inftruétion of thofe who 
did not underftand algebra, but rather as the former admitted 
a more elegant folution in the opinion of fuch as beft under- 
ftood both thofe fciences. Mr. Robins’s folution is given by 
means of hyperbolic fpaces, which are analogous to loga- 
rithms ; and Mr. Euler, by a fiuxionary procefs, brings out a 
fimilar logarithmic expreffion for the velocity. Mr. Euler's 
remarks. on the folution of this problem, are very copious 
and explicit, and contain no lefs than feven caufes, as he 
ftates them, which confpire to diminifh the velocity as deter- 
Mined by the rule given in this propofition; thefe are the 
counter-preflure and refiftance of the air before the ball, the 
friction the ball meets with againft the fides of the barrel, the 
waite of the elaftic fluid by the vent and windage, the denfity 
and force of this fluid being lefs next the ball than in the 
parts farther from it, the force which is employed by the fluid 
to put itflf and the particles of the powder in motion, and 
laftly the gradual firing of the powder, contrary to what Mr. 
Robins affumes in this folution. Mr. Euler’s differtations on 
thefe points, are very ingenious, and difplay great penetration . 
and accuracy. ‘The effects of fuch of them as can be brought 
to computation, he has determined; but they turn out fo 
fmall as to be quite inconfiderable, being but about 7 feet out 
of near 1700 feet velocity in a fecond of time. As to the 
power loft in giving motion to the fluid itfelf and the grofs 
matter in the compofition, that is taken into confideration 
. farther on in the work, where a true folution is given to the 
problem, as it unavoidably muft; otherwife no folution can 
be general, but will fail in certain cafes of it which might 
be put. As to the frition of the ball againft the infide of the 
barrel, he accounts it of no confequence in diminifhing the ve- 
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locity. The remaining two caufes, viz. the wafte at the vent 
and windage, and the gradual firing of the powder, may well be 
fuppofed to produce more confiderable effeéts, but which 
however cannot poffibly be brought to any accurate calcu- 
lation. A vague eftimate might indeed be made of the wafte 
of the elaftic fluid, by determining nearly the fize of the vent 
and windage in proportion to the fection of the cylinder, to« 
gether with the velocity with which the fluid would expand it- 
felf without a ball before it; but this would determine no. 
thing fatisfaftorily. And any eftimate of the effe& of the gra- 
dual firing, would perhaps be ftill farther from the trath, 
It is therefore remarkably lucky that thefe two caufes have a 
natural tendency to balance each other; for while by the 
gradual firing of the powder the firft force is continually aug- 
mented, fo it is at the fame time diminifhed by the iffuing out 
of the fluid; and if thefe caufes were equal, they might be 
both omitted, or even fuppofing them unequal, they may be 
neglefed, provided a proper quantity be affumed for the 
value of the firfi force of the fluid. From thefe confiderations, 
Mr. Euler remarks that ‘ one main principle of the author’s 
is nearly overthrown, namely where he affigns the elaftic force 
of the powder 1000 times greater than the prefflure of the 
atmofphere ; for, in this cafe, if the calculation and experi- 
ment agree, this force muft be much greater: therefore the 
calculation agreeing with experiment, is fo far from confirm. 
ing this propofition, as the author fuppofes, that it is rather 
rendered doubrful by that means.’ In this reflection Mr. Euler 
perhaps bears too hard on Mr. Robins; for this gentleman ' 
cannot well be fuppofed to mean that the number he had 
affumed was the real and abfolute value of the force of the fluid, 
but only fuch an effeétive value as allowed for the various fmall 
caufes of diminution. And the number rooo feems to be juft 
about fo much too fmall as to anfwer for an allowance on 
account of the before-mentioned refiltances, &c. feeing it fo 
well agrees with the actual velocities determined by experi- 
ments. On which account it may well be ufed in the theory 
as the proper efficacious number. And no doubt this is the 
reafon why Mr. Robins took no notice of thefe refiftances, &c. 
in the inveitigation cf his rule; for we cannot fuppofe he was 
ignorant of them, or not aware of their effets. He feems 
therefore to have taken the moft certain and effeftual method 
of allowing for all the fmall irregularities at once, by taking 
the firit force fo much lefs in one initance as to produce an 
effect equal to an experimented velocity, and*then ufing it in 
a general theorem to determine the velocity in other cales, 
And as he could not a priori certainly aflign the degree of heat 
in 


















































































































$30 Brown’s True Principles of Gunnery. 


in the inflamed powder, or the increafed elafticity, but only 
guefs at it; it would have been in a high degree pedantic, 
firft to have guefid at the increafe of force or heat, and then 
calculate the effe& of fuch fall caufes of variation as Mr. Euler 
has here adverted to, and computed often very unnecefflarily, 
Towards the conclufion of the remarks on this propofition, 
Mr. Euler mentions the refult of fome experiments that were 
made at St. Peterfburg in the year 1728, to prove the gradual 
firing of the powder. A gun whofe cylinder was 7 ,% Englith 
feet long, was charged with different quantities of powder, 
and fired in a vertical direction ; and from the obferved times 
till the balls returned to the ground, he fays Mr. Bernoulli 
computed how high the balls muft have afcended in vacuo, 
with the initial velocity ; and found that when the above piece 
was charged with 1, 4, and 8 ounces of powder, feparately, 
the refpective heights in vacuo moft have been 541, 13694, 
and 58750 feet ; but that when only 1 {7 feet was fawed off 
the gun, leaving it 6 feet long inthe chafe, the heights in 
vacuo, with the fame charges, muft have been refpectively 
274, 2404, and 6504 feet. Here Mr. Euler obferves, that 
the 8 ounces carried the ball near g times higher before than 
after the fhortening the piece; therefore the velocity with 
which the ball iffued out of the piece, muft have been about 
3 times greater in the former cafe than in the latter, and con- 
fequently that the greateft part of the powder fired while the 
ball moved through the laft foot and a half of the cylinder ! 
If indeed thefe numbers expreffing the heights afcended were 
true, the inference would follow ;.but thefe numbers are ma- 
nilfefily untrue, and muft have been either computed by a falfe 
rule, or falfcly computed from a true one, fince they are ut- 
terly incompatible with every theory and all good experiments. 
For, by the theories, the velocities, with the fame gun, are 
nearly as the fquare roots of the charges, and by very good ex- 
periments they are found to be almoft accurately fo ; but the 
heights afcended or defcended are as the fquares of the ve- 
locities, and therefore as the charges; that is the numbers 
541, 13694, and 58750, ought to be as 1, 4, and 8; 
whereas the laft, inftead of 8 times, is above yoo times the 
firft! No fair conclufion therefore can be drawn from thefe 
numbers which are fo greatly wide of the truth. But thereis 
not wanting direct proof that the inference drawn from thefe 
numbers, that the greateft part of the powder fired towards 
the outer part of the chafe, is falfe. For, befides many ex- 
periments made fince, to inftance only in thofe which were 
very carefully made by the Royal Society, and inferted in the 
Philofophical Tranfafions of the year 1742, from which we 
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fhall fele& one fet only of the refults, which generally were 
pretty uniform. They charged barrels of different lengths, 
with different quantities of powder, and fired them both with 
and without balls; ufing mofket barrels from 45 inches to 
lefs than 3 inches long; the length of the charge of powder 
and ball was about 3 inches, fo that in the fhorieft length the 
ball was not entirely within the muzzle; now with the greateft 
length, when the ball had to move through 42 inches before 
it iflyed out of the piece, the unfired powder was only * of 
the whole charge; when the barrel was reduced to 5 +, inches, 
and the ball had to move through 3 inches, the unfired part 
was 1; when the barrel was 3 4 inches, and the ball had to 
move 12 inch, the unfired part was +; and when the barrel 
was only 2755, and the ball had to move but about half an 
inch, the unfired part was 4. From thefe experiments then, it 
clearly follows that the greateft part of the powder fires very 
near the beginning of the motion of the ball. And therefore 
the error in Mr. Robins’s rule arifing from this caufe, could 
not have been very confiderable, even if he had not fuper- 
feded the neceflity of confidering it by his manner of chufing 
the firft force of the powder. 

In the VIIIth propofition is delivered the method of difcover- 
jng experimentally the actual velocity with which a ball is 
impelled from a pieee with any charge of powder. £ Our au- 
thor’s method of finding the velocity of a ball by experiment 
is, without doubt, one of the moft ingenious and ufeful dif- 
coveries in artillery. Whatever had been delivered on that 
fubje&t before him, was not only uncertain, but erroneous.’ 
It is well known that if a body at reft be ftruck by another 
body moving, with a given velocity, and the two bodies ad- 
here and move together after the blow, the quantity of motion 
after the ftroke will be the fame as before it; or the ftriking 
body will be to the fum of the two bodies, as the velocity of 
the common mafs after the ftroke is to the velocity of the 
moving body before it. This fimple principle is that which 
eur author fo happily ufes for afcertaining the velocities of 
fhot: the firft moving body is the ball impelled out of the 
gun, which ftrikes and enters a large and heavy block of 
wood, and after the ftroke they move together as one mafs 
with a {mall velocity, which being meafured, from it and the 
given weights of the ball and block, the firft velocity of the 
bal) is eafily determined by the above-mentioned proportion. 
By ufing a heavy block of wood, the velocity is diminifhed fo 
much, as to render it eafy to be meafured: but to make it ftill 
eafier, our author ufed it ag the bob of a pendulum, having 
fixed it toa ftrong ftem with a horizontal axis at top, on 
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which it vibrated freely ; then the ball ftriking this pendulum, 
by the force of the blow caufed it to {wing and defcribe a cer- 
tain arc greater or lefs according to the momentum of the 
blow ; this arc is very eafily meafured, and the length of. the 
arc defcribed, or rather its chord, or its verfed fine, as eafily 
gives the velocity of it, and confequently that of the ball itfelf. 
Mr. Robins explains the machine and manner of making the 
experiments fo fully, that the praGtice of both is eafy to any 
perfon. And the learned commentator enters very fully into 
the computations of the rule, &c. from the philofophical and 
mechanical principles, and endeavours to compute the effect 
of two or three minutie which had been negle&ted by Mr. Ro- 
bins in the inveftigation of his theorem, viz. the refiftance of 
the air to the back of the pendulum, the time employed by 
the ball in penetrating the wood, and the fmall fri€ion on 
the axis; the computed refults of the two former turn out fo 
fmall, that he acknowledges they may be fafely negle&ed 
without cauling any fenfible error; and the laft he negleéts for 
the fame reafon, without computation; and this, we may re- 
mark, he might very fafely do, more efpecially on this ac- 
count, that the {mall error produced by it in the arc vibrated, 
and in the diftance of the axis from the center of ofcillation, 
have a mutual tendency to balance each other. There was, 
however, another error in our author’s rule, as firft given 
by him, which was rather too large to be omitted, it amount- 
ing fometimes to ;4th or z,th part of the whole velocity; this 
omiffion of a paragraph in the rule, Mr. Euler dwells upon 
long, and with feeming fatisfa€tion; which refleéts but little 
honour on him for his candour; for in the Philofophical 
Travfadtions of 1743, Mr. Robins himfelf gave notice of this 
omiffion, juft after the publication of his book, which adver- 
tifement his commentator could not well be ignorant of, as he 
elfewhere quotes thofe Tranfactions againft our author on an- 
other occafion. 
[ To be continued. | 





Philofophical Tranfa&ions, of the Royal Society of London. Vol. 
LXVI. for the Year 1776. Part II. 4to. 75. 6d. fewed. 
[ Concluded from p. 267.) L. Davis. 


F  Yphhoweg XXVIII. A new and general Method of finding 

fimple and quickly-converging Series; by which the Pro- 
portion of the Diameter of a Circle to its Circumference may 
eafily be computed to a great Number of Places of Figures. 
By Charles Hutton, Efq, F.R.S,—Many are the attempts 
that 
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that have been made to find the exaé& quadrature of the 
circle, from the earlieft account of geometrical writings, 
through all fucceeding ages; but. notwithftanding the great 
improvements that have been made in the method of reafon- 
ing on geometrical quaritities, they have all been found in- 
capable of reaching that problem. So that it has for fome 
time been generally thought to be impoffible; but notwith- 
ftanding the preat probability of this fufpicion, we are of opi- 
nion ‘that the attempts that have been + made to demonttrate 
that impoffibility, are not fufficiently general and con- 
vincing. 

| The endeavours at an approximate folution of this problem 
however,» have been ‘attended with much better fuccefs. 
Archimedes: has; left us the firft folution of this kind: he 
fhewed, by infcribing and circumfcribing polygons in and 
about a circle, to the number of 192 and 196 fides, that the 
diameter is to the circumference as 7 to 22 very nearly ; and 
that the fquare of the diameter is to the area, as 14 torr 
nearly. By fimilar methods many others have determined 
the ratios’ to feveral places of figures; Van Ceulen, in par- 
ticular, with much patience and labour, extended it to near 
forty figures. But fince the difcoveries of the methods of in- 
finite feries’ and fluxions,-many perfons have availed themfelves 
of the advantages afforded by them to this bufinefs, and have 
extended the ratio of the. diameter to the circumference, to 
a very greatlength. Of all the feries’ which have been dif- 
covered for finding the length of a circular arc, that is the 
fimpleft which expreffes the relation between an arc and its 
tangent ; viz. if a denote any circular arc, and ¢ its tangent, 
then is @==r-—434+35—3/74 1/9 +4 &c. then by fubftituting 
into this feries, initead of 7, fuch a fmall and fimple value in 
numbers, as ‘correfponds toa fmall are which is fome certain 
part of the whole circle, it is evident that the- fum of all the 
terms being taken, it will be the length of that arc; from 
whence the whole circumference becomes known. After giving 
a hiftory of the ufe that many learned and ingenious mén 
have made of this feries with refpeét to the problem in hand, 
Mr. Hutton then explains his own ‘method, which is very in- 
genious. [et confifts in a general manner of refolving or 
transforming the above feries into others, which fhall poffefs 
in the moft eminent degree the two qualities of fimplicity 
and quicknefs of convergency, which are the chief excellencies 
of feries’ of this kind. In this he has fucceeded fo well, that 
it feems in vain to attempt or expect any thing of this kind 
better for the purpofe. His general method ‘both ‘di(covers, 
as particular cafes of it, the improvements or ferics’ that had 
be- 
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before been given by Mr. Machin and Mr. Euler; and feverat 
other feries’ which are ftill much better than any of theirs 
are. By which feries any ready and induftrious computer may, 
with great eafe and difpatch, either verify the numbers that 
have formerly been computed by other authors, or extend thofe 
numbers to any greater length defired. 

XXIX. An Account of a very extraordinary Effe& of Light- 
ning on a Bullock, at Swanborow, in the Parifh of Iford near 
Lewes, in Suffex.—The bullock was pyed, white and red ; 
and by lightning, as is fuppofed, the white hair was ftripped 
off, while the red fuftained no injury. 

XXX. Of the Light produced by Inflammation. By George 
Fordyce, M. D.—From_ the experiments recited, Dr. Fordyce 
concludes, that light is produced by the decompofition, as well 
as by the ignition, in inflammation. 

XXXI. Experiments on ignited Bodies. By John Roe- 
buck, M. D.—Thofe experiments were made to afcertain the 
variation of the weight of bodies when hot and cold ; and 
the refult of them is in favour of the general opinion of phi- 
lofophers, in oppofition to the evidence of M, Buffon, accord- 
‘ing to whom the weight of bodies is increafed in an ignited 
ftate. 

XXXII. Experiments and Obfervations on a new Apparatus, 
called, A Machine for exhibiting perpetual Eleétricity. By 
Mr. Henly, F.R. S. 


XXXIII. Account of the Iron Ore lately found in Siberia. 
By Simon Pallas, M, D. 


XXXIV. On the Cryftallizations obferved on Glafs. By 
James Keir, Efq. of Stourbridge. 

XXXV. A Belt on the Dife of Saturn defcribed in an extra& 
of a Letter from Mr. Meffier, F, R.S. to Mr. Magellan, F. R. S. 
—In this extraé& Mr. Meffier declares his having feen a belt- 
like appearance of a fainter light on the body of the planet 
Saturn, by means of an achromatic telefcope made by Mr. 
Dollond. He alfo recommends the obfervation of this phe- 
nomenon to aftronomers, with a view to the more accurately 
afcertaining the time of the planet’s revolution on its axis. 

XXXVI. An Account of fome poifonous Fifh in the South 
Seas. By Mr. Anderfon, a Navy Surgeon.—The moft con- 


fiderable effets produced by the eating of ‘this fith, are recited 
in the following paflage. 


‘ The Symptoms at firft were univerfal laflitude and weak- 
nefs, followed by a retching; and in fome, by gripings and 
loofenefs. To thefe fucceeded a flufhing heat and violent pains 
in the face and head, with a giddinefs and increafe of weaknefs ; 
alfo a pain, or, as they exprefied it, a burning heat in the 
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mnouth and throat. Some had the mouth affe&ted in fuch a man- 
ner, that they imagined their tecth were loofe; which might 
really be the cafe, as a confiderable {pitting attended this fymp- 
tom. . The pulfe all this time was rather flow and low. The 
retching and loofenefs did not laft long; but the pain and heat 
of the head were extended to the arms, hands, and legs. The 
patients continued in this manner all the night, but with fome 
intervals of eafe. ‘Towards the morning, the pains, efpecially 
thofe in the legs and arms, but more particularly about the 
knees, were feverer than before. Thefe would fometimes remit 
and frequently fhift, or be more violent in one place than in 
another. Sometimes the pains would remove fuddenly from 
the legs, and fix in the head; the palms of the hands were hot ; 
and the fingers, legs, and toes, felt often as if benumbed: nay, 
the whole limbs became in fome meafure paralytic, the fick 
perfon being unable to walk unlefs fupported. Although there 
appeared no {welling in the face, it might be obferved to have a 
fort of fhining or glofs upon it; and the patient fometimes ima- 
gined his nofe was grown to a great fize.’ 


The fith by which thefe fymptoms were excited, refembles 
the fparus pagrus of Linnzus, and is fuppofed to be the fame 
that was found of a noxious quality by Quiros. The dogs that 
had eat the offals, were affeéted as well as the men, and ina 
more violent degree. The poifon, however, feems not to be 
mortal, as none of the crew died; and Mr. Anderfon juftly 
queftions, whether the fifh be equally deleterious at all times ; 
becaufe the men ate another of the fame fort about a montia 
after, without being affected by it. 

XXXVIII. (wrongly marked) Experiments on Ignited Sub- 
ftances. By Mr. Whitehurit.—The refult of thofe experi- 
ments comaides with the obfervations of Dr. Roebuck, in op- 
pofition to M. Buffon. 

XXXIX. An Account of a Suppreffion of Urine cured by a 
Pundture made in the Bladder through the Anus. By Dr. 
Hamilton, at King’s-Lynn, in Norfolk,—This operation was 
faggefted by the accidental circumftances of the patient’s cafe, 
and proved fuccefsful. Dr. Hamilton adds, that he has found 
a compofition of calomel and opium, in large dofes, the beft 
internal remedy for fuppreffions of urine, in general. 

XL. Obfervations made during the late Froft at Northamp- 
ton. By A. Fothergill, M. D.—According to thefe obferv- 
ations, the cold, at Northampton, in January 1776, exceeded 
that of the year 1739, by three degrees and a half, 

XLI. An Account of the Magnetical Machine.contrived by 
the late Dr. Gowin Knight, F. R.S. and prefented to the 
Royal Society, by John Fothergill, M. D. F. R. S.—This 
large machine, which confifts of two equal and fimilar parts, 
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each weighing not lefs than 500 pounds, is pretty clearly de= 
{cribed, and illuftrated by drawings, Dr. Fothergill has here 
alfo added fuch accounts as he could recolle&t of the methods 
ufed by Dr. Knight in many other particulars relating to mag- 
netifm, as well as to this machine and its ufe. 

XLIf. A Demonftration of ZTwo Theorems mentioned in 
Art. XXV. of the Philofophical Tranfadtions for the Year 1775. 
By Charles Hutton, Efq. F. R. S.—Thefe two curious theorems 
had been mentioned by a gentleman of the Academy of 
Sciences at Peterfburgh in Ruffia, to a gentleman of the Royal 
Society, but referving the demonttrations. They were in- 
ferted in the Philofophical TranfaGions, with other parts of 
the letter, juft as they were received, ‘The theorems are 
thefe, that in any geometrical plane figure, confifting of any 
number of lines, equal or unequal, if every fide be produced, 
forming thereby as many exterior angles as the figure has 
fides; then, beginning at any fide, multiply it by the fine of 
its preceding exterior angle, multiply the next fide by the fine 
of the fum of the two preceding angles, and fo on, multiply= 
ing each fide by the fine of the fum of all the preceding ex- 
terior angles, the radius being unity; then is the fum of all 
the produ€ts equal to nothing. ‘The other theorem is the 
fame with refpect.to the fum of all the products made by the 
cofines inftead of the fines. 

As thefe theorems were curious, and being unaccompanied 
with demonftrations, Mr. Hutton has fupplied the defe& “4 
giving them in this article 

The laft article in the volume contains Experiments made 
in order to afcertain the Nature of fome Mineral Subftances:; 
and, in particular, to fee how far the Acids of Sea-Salt and of 


Vitriol contribute to mineralize Metallic and other Subftances, 
By Peter Woulfe, F.R.S. 





= 


An Effay on the Application of Natural Hiftory to Poetry, By J. 
Aikin. Swo. 2:.'6d..fewed, Johnfon, 


T is obferved by this writer, that ‘no literary complaint is 

more frequent aa genera], than that of the infipidity of 
modern poetry. While the votary of {cience is continually 
gratified with new objef&is opening to his view, the lover of 
poetry is wearied and difgufted with a pe srpetual repetition 
of the fame images, clothed in almoft the fame language, 
This is ufually attributed to a real. deficiency of poetical ge- 
nius in the-prefent age ; and fuch caufes are afligned for it, 
as would leave us little room to hope fac any favourable change 
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But this folution, as it is invidious in its application, and dif- 
couraging in its effeAs, is furely alfo contraditory to that juft 
relith for the beauties of poetry, that tafte for found and 
manly -criticHm, and that ‘improvement in the other elegant 
arts, which mutt be allowed to charaéterife our own times.’ 
The ftate, in which poetry has been’ tranfmitted-to ‘us, will 
probably afford .a truer, as well as a more favourable expla- 
nation of the fact. It comes to us, worn down, enfeebled, and 
fettered. 

‘The epopea, as Mr. Aikin remarks, circumf{cribed as it 
perhaps neceffarily is, within very narrow limits, fcarcely of- 
fers to the .moft fertile invention,a fubje& at the fame time 
original and .proper. Tragedy, exhaufted bythe infinite va- 
riety of its produftions, is nearly reduced to the fame con- 
dition. ~The artificial conftruéion of the ode almoft ine- 
vitably throws its compofer into unmeaning imitation. Elegy, 
converfant with a confined, and almoft uniform train of emo- 
tions, cannot but frequently become languid and feeble. Sa-. 
tire indeed is {till fufficiently vigorous and prolific, but ite 
offspring is little fuited to pleafe a mind: fenfible to the charms 
of genuine poetry. It feems'then, that novelty is the pre- 
fent requifite, more perhaps than genius.. It is therefore of 
importance ‘to enquire, what fource is capable of - ee 
ing it. 

‘ That novelty fhould have been the leaft fought for in that 
very walk, which might. be expected to yield it in the greateit 
abundance, may appear extraordinary. Yet, fays our author, 
if it be admitted, that the.grand and beautiful objeéts, which 
nature every where profufely throws around us, are the moft 
obvious {tore of new materials to the poet, it muft alfo be 
confefled, it is the ftore, which he has moft fparingly 
touched. : 

‘ An ingenious critic, Mr, Warton, has: remarked, ‘ that 
every painter of rural beauty, fince the time of Theocritus, 
except Thomfon, has copied his images from him, without 
ever looking abroad into the face of nature.  Defcriptive 
poetry has degenerated into a kind of phrafeology, confifting 
of combinations of words, which have been fo long coupled 
together, that, like the hero and his epithet in Homer, they 
are become infeparable companions. An ordinary verfifier 
feems mo more able to conceive an idea of the morning, with- 
out rofy fingers and dewy locks, or fpring without flowers and 
fhowers, loves and groves, than of any of the heathen deities 
without their ufual attributes; Even in poets of a higher or- 
der, the hand of a copyift may be traced, much oftener than 
the ftrokes of an obferver. 


‘Vor. XLII. May, 1777. Zz : « The 
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‘ The following example of this propenfity to imitation» 
taken from writers of diftinguifhed character, will aptly il- 
joftrate thefe obfervations. 

‘ Shakefpeare, in Macbeth, thus paints the approach of: 
night. 

66 to black Hecat’s fummons, 
The fhard-born beetle, with his drowfy hums, 
Hath rung night’s yawning peal.’”” AG iii. fe. 3. 








































‘ The fame circumftance is reprefented in thefe lines of Mil- 
ton’s Lycidas. 
o both together heard, 
What time the gray-fly * winds her fultry horn, 
Batt’ning our flocks with the frefh dews of night.” 





¢ Gray’s Elegy in a Country Church-yard next offers. the 
beautiful line 


<* Save where the beetle wheels his drony flight.” 


* Laftly, Collins, in his Ode to Evening, exhibits the fame 
ebjeé&t more minutely. 
*¢ Or where the beetle winds 
His fmall, but fallen horn, 
As oft he rifes midft the twilight path, 
_Againft the pilgrim borne.in heedlefs hum.” 


Our author farther obferves, that the want of variety and 
novelty is not the only defe&t of thofe poets, who have occa- 
fionally introduced the defcription of natural obje&s ; that it 
3s no lefs common to find their defcriptions faint, obfcure, and 
ill charaterifed ; the properties of things miftaken, and ine 
‘congruous parts employed in the compofition of the fame pic- 
ture. This is owing toa too curfory and general furvey of 
objects, without exploring their minuter diftinGions, and mu- 
tual relations, and is only to be reétified by accurate and at- 
tentive obfervation. 

Mr. Aikin, having premifed fome obfervations on the ge- 
nius of the eaftern poets, cites the celebrated zoological paint- 
ings in the book of Job, as illuftrations of this remark, 


‘In all thefe, he fays, fome one property of the animal, 
which it: poffeffes in an eminent degree, but not exclufively, 
gives the leading tone to the defcription, and occupies the whole 
attention of the poet, to the negleé of every minuter, though 

‘ perhaps more difcriminating circumftance. ‘Fhus the whole 
quality of the horfe, which is dwelt upon, is his courage in 
-war. ‘This indeed is pi€tured with great force and fublimity ; 

~ but by images, many of which are equally applicable to any 





























¢ © The cockchafer 5 the infect meant in all the four paflages.” 
other 
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other warlike creature. Even the noble expreffion of * his neck 
being cloathed with thunder,” is not fo finely defcriptive, be- 
caofe itis lefs appropriated, than the ** luxuriat toris animofum 
pectus” of Virgil: and, for the fame reafon, I can fearcely 
agree with Mr. Warton in preferring the paflage ‘* He fwal- 
loweth the ground with fiercenefs and rage, neither believeth he 
that itis the found of the trumpet,” to the lines, 


** Stare loco nefcit ; micat auribus, & tremit artus ; 
Colleétumque premens volvit fub naribus ignem. 


‘ The indiftinétnefs of moft of the other defcriptions in this 
book may be inferred from the very different opinions enter- 
tained by critics concerning the animals which the writer in- 
tended. Thus, the debemots is by fome fuppofed ta be the ele- 
phant, by others the hippopotamus. The reem, abfurdly in our 
verfion rendered the unicorn, is varioufly interpreted the rhi- 
noceros, urus, oryx, and bifon. Whatis more extraordinary, 
the deviathax, to which a whole chapter is appropriated, has, 
with almoft equal plaufibility, been maintained to be the whale 
and the crocodile—a fifh, and an amphibious quadruped.’ 


This want of precifion, may be imputed to the prevalence 
of a charaéteriftic manner, rather than to the decifion of the 
judgement. But, our author thinks want of knowledge, at- 
tention, or difcernment have occafioned thofe failures, which 
the following inftances are meant to exemplify. 


¢ Lucan, a poet much more converfant with the fchools of 
rhetoricians than with the works of nature, has contrived to 
fhew great ignorance in a clofe, and fervile copy from Virgil. 
That writer, in a paflage hereafter to be quoted, defcribes with 
admirable truth and nature thofe prefages of an impending 
ftorm which appear in the ations of certain animals, Among 
the reft, he mentions that of the heron’s leaving its accuftomed 
haunts in the marfhes, and foaring to a great height in ‘the 
air. This circumftance is thus varied in the reprefentation by 


- Lucan. 





66 aufa volare 
Ardea fublimis, penne confifa natant. 


«¢ The heron dares to fly on high, trufting to its fwimming 
feather.” 

© He feems to have concluded that the heron, as a fowl] con- 
verfant with water, muft be a fwimmer; whereas every one in 
the leaft acquainted with the hiftory of this bird knows that it 
takes its prey only by wading, for which its long legs are ad- 
mirably adapted. Some of his commentators, indeed, have 
attempted to free him from the imputation of ignorance, by fup- 
pofing that the epithet ‘* /wimming feather” was intended to de- 
note that eafy motion of a bird through the air which has often 
been refembled to failing or fwimming. But from the whole 
turn of the paflage, it appears evident to me, that Lucan 
2 meant 
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meant to improve upon his original by one of thofe antithetical 
points which on all occafions he fo much delights to introduce ; 
the images of fying and /wimming are therefore fet in oppofition 
to each other; and unlefs the latter be employed in its fimple 
fignification, the words ‘‘ daring” and ‘ trufting” are not at 
all applicable. Were even the other explanation admitted, 
the fmocth fwimming motion would very iH apply to a bird 
which is remarkable for its heavy and laborious flight. . 

‘ His variation of another circumftance in the fame paffage is 
equally erroneous. To the crow, which Virgil defcribes’ as 
ftalking folitary over the dry fands, he alfo attributes the ation 
which that poet rightly appropriates to water-fowl, of dafhing 
the water over its body before ftormy weather. 


6€ umeneme Caput fpargens undis, velut oceupet imbrem, 
Enftabili greffu metitur litora cornix.” 


¢ Mr. Warton’s tranflation of Virgil, though in general ex- 
tremely chafte and correct, affords one inftance of fimilar error 
in deviating from the original. 


«© Behold for thee the neighb’ring naiad crops 
The violet pale, and poppy’s fragrant tops.” = Ec. I. 


¢ The epithet fragrant is the tranflator’s addition; and an 
improper one; fince that plant has only a faint difagreeable 
odour. 
_ © Amiftake, different in kind, fince it relates to time rather 
than to quality, yet refembling in fubject, appears ‘in Pope’s 
‘firft Paftoral. The rofe is reprefented as blowing along with tHe 
crocus and violet ; though, in reality, fome months intervene 
betwixt their flowering. 


‘© Here the bright crocus and blue vi'let glow, 
Here weftern winds on breathing rofes blow.” 


* Manilius, in a fhort defcription of Africa, has improperly 
introduced the peaceful and innoxious elephant into an ena- 
meration of the fierce and venomous animals which infeft that 
torrid region. 


«© Huic varias peftes, diverfaque membra ferarom, 
Conceffit bellis natura infefta futuris ; 

Horrendos angues, habitataque membra veneno, 
Et mortis partus, viventia crimina terre ; 

Et vaftos elephantes habet, favofque leones, 

In peenas fecunda fuas, parit horrida tellus.” 


_ Aftronom. Hib. iv. 


© Mr. Creech, in his tranflation of this paffage, has aggra- 
‘ vated this impropriety almof to ridicule, by coupling the lion 
and elephant in one action, entirely unfuitable to the latter. 
¢ Flere nature, ‘dngry with mankind, prepares 
Strange monfters, inftruments of future wars ; 
Here 
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Here fnakes, thofe-cells of poifon, take their birth, 
Thofe living crimes and grievance of the earth ; 
Fruitfal in its own plagues, the defert fhore 

Hears elephants and frightful lions rear.” 


* Shakefpeare, in the two Gentlemen of Verona, gives the 
following beautiful lines to the banifhed Valentine. 


«¢ Here I can fit alone, unfeen of any, 
And to the nightingale’s complaining notes 
Tune my diftrefles, and record my woes.” 


‘ The plaintive character of the nightingale renders its int 
troduction pleafing and proper; but Congreve, in a paflage 
apparently imitated from this, has fpoiled the image by trans- 
ferring it to the lark, whofe chara&er is always cheerful and 
{prightly. 


‘© The morning lark to mine accords his note, 
And tunes to my diftrefs his warbling throat.” 


“ It has been already obferved that the leviathan of Job is 
varioufly underftood by critics for the whale and the crocodile. 
Both thefe animals are remarkable for the fmallnefs of their eyes 
in proportion to the bulk of their bodies. 'Thofe of the croco- 
dile are indeed faid to be extremely piercing out of the water ; 
in which fenfe, therefore, the poet’s expreffion that ‘* its eyes 
are like the eye-lids of the morning” can only be applicable. 
Dr. Young, however, in his paraphrafe on this part of Job, de 
{fcribing the crocodile as the animal intended in the original, has 
given the image an erroneous reference to the magnitude, rather 
ghan the brightnefs of its eye. 

‘© Large is his front ; and when his burnifh’d eyes 
Lift their road lids, the morning feems to rife *.” 


By thefe and other inftances our author endeavours to fhew, 
that an accurate and f{cientific ftudy of nature would obviate 
many of, the defeéts, ufually difcoverable in poetical compo- 
fitions. He then proceeds to point out fome of the beauties, 
which the peet may derive from this fource; and particularly 
from zoological obfervations. 

The paffages he cites are taken from Virgil’s Georgics, re- 
lative to the prognottics of the weather ; the Calabrian Cher- 
fydrus +, &c. from the zoological parts of Pliny’s Natura 
Hiftory ; from Milton’s defcription of the bower of Adam and 
Eve, andthe creation of birds and beafts ¢; from Homer’s 





¢ * Herodotus, {peaking of the crocodile, fays, that it has the eyes 
of a hog: snes de opOarprouc prev ioe. lib. 1. A ftriking contralt to 
the image given of them by the poet, taken in any fenfe, 

+ Georg. i. 361, &c. Ib. g10. Georg, il, 425+ 

t Paradife Loft, iv. 692. Ib. wil. 399. 


a3 Nliad. 
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Jliad §; Pennant’s Britifh Zoology ; and the works of fevera] 
other writers; but particularly from Thomfon’s Seafons. 

Thus, fays he, does every feene of nature, foreign or do- 
meftic, afford objeé&ts, from whence an accurate furvey may 
derive new ideas of grandeur and beauty. Thus, where a 
carelefs eye only beholds an ordinary and indiftin®& land{cape, 
one accuftomed to examine, compare, and difcriminate, will 
difcern detached figures and groups, which judicioufly brought 
forwards, may be wrought into the moft ftriking pictures. 

In this Effay the ingenious author has not indeed difcovered 
a new field for the inve(tigation of poets; but he has very ac- 
curately and judicioufly pointed out fome parts_of it, which dee 
ferve their more particular attention, 





Mifcellaneous Works of the late Philip Dormer Stanhope, Ear/ of 
Chefterfield, con/ijizng of Letters to bis Friends, never before 

| printed, and various other. Articles; to which are prefixed Me~ 
moirs of bis Life, &c. By M. Maty, M.D. Two wals. gto, 
2/, 25. boards, |Concluaed from p. 195.) Dilly. 


N a former Review we gave a general account of the Me. 

moirs of Lord Chefterfield, prefixed to this publication, 
which, being almoft entirely reftri€ed to his political condu@, 
are far from affording fufficient gratification to the reader, in 
refpe& of the more private tranfagtions and domeftic fcenes of 
life, which biography ought chiefly to relate. This circum- 
itance, however, is not the only one in which thofe memoirs 
are deficient: they likewife contain too few materials, and 
difcover an affeflation, as well as inequality in the ftyle, 
where not only dignity but elegance is often facrificed to 
an infipid and aukward terfenefs of colloquial expreffion, 
Jt is indeed to be regretted, that memoirs of his lordfhip 
were not written by himfelf, purfuant to the plan which 
he feems to have formed of compofing a hiftory of his 
own time, when he was unfortunately feized with deafnefs, 
and thofe frequently recurring infirmiiies, which fo feverely 
molefted the latter, and more philofophical period of his life. 

The Mifcellaneous Works of Lord Chefterfield, with which 
we are prefented by the editor, confift of thrée Numbers of 
Fog’s Journal, feventeen of Common Senfe, two of Old Eng- 
Jand, twenty-four of the World ;. periodical papers, partly 
political, - partly moral, and which evince his lordthip’s’ re- 
fpeftable talents for compofitions of that kind. Next follow 


| Qf. di. 459, Vi. 506. xx. 364, Xiii 471. Xvi. 156. xvii. 755. 
jy. 482, &c. 





three 
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‘three of: his Speeches in parliament ; his Letter to their high 
mightinefles, the States-General of the United Provinces, on 
taking leave, Feb, 26, 17323 his Speech to the States General 
on his taking leave, May 18, 1745; his Speech, when. lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, to both houfes of parliament, at Dub- 
lin, on the 8th of Ofober, 1745 ; anotheron April 11, 1746 ; 
a fhort charaéter of the prefident Montefquieu; a Letter to 
Monf. de Bougainville, relative to being elected a member of 
the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles-Lettres; a letter of 
thanks on that event having taken place; preface to Ham- 
mond’s Love-Elegies ; and the charafter of Richard, earl of 
Scarborough. We fhall lay before our readers this piece, 
which concludes the firft volume of the work, as it appears 
to be drawn with great juftnefs, and exhibits convincing proof 
of his lordfhip’s difcernment and obfervation. 


_ © In drawing the charaéter of lord Scarborough, I will be 
ftritly upon my guard againft the partiality of that intimate and 
unreferved friendfhip, in which we lived for more than twenty 
years; to which friendfhip, as well as to the public notoriety of 
it, I owe much more than my pride will let my gratitude own. 
If this may be fufpected to have biaffed my judgment, it maft, 
at the fame time, be allowed to have informed it; for the moft 
fecret movements of his foul were, without difguife, communi- | 
cated to me only. However, I will rather lower than heighten 
the colouring; I will mark the fhades, and draw a credible ra~ 
ther than an exact likenefs. 

‘ He had a very good perfon, rather above the middle fize ; 
a handfome face, and when he was chearful, the moft engaging 
countenance imaginable, when grave, which he was ofteneft, 
the moft refpeciable one. He had in the higheft degree the air, 
manners and addrefs of a man of quality, politeneis with eafe, 
and dignity without pride. 

¢ Bred in camps and courts, it cannot be fuppofed that he was 
untainted with the fathionable vices of thefe warm climates; 
but {if I may be allowed the expreffion) he dignified them, in- 
ftead of their degrading him into any mean or indecent attion. 
He had a good degree of claflical, and a great one of modern 
knowledge ; with a juft, and, at the fame time, a delicate 
tafte. 

¢ In his common expences he was liberal within bounds; but 
in his charities and bounties he had none, 1 have known them, 
put him to fome prefent inconveniencies. | 

‘ He wasa ftrong, but not an eloquent or florid fpeaker in 
parliament. He fpoke fo unaffectedly the honeft dictates of his 
heart, that truth and virtue, which never want, and feldom 
wear, ornaments, feemed only to borrow his voice. This gave 
{uch an aftonifhing weight to all he faid, that he more than once 
carried an unwilling majority afterhim. Such is the authority 
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of unfufpefted virtue, that it will fometimes fhame vice into des 
gency at leaft. . 
. © He was not only offered, bat preffed to accept the poft of 
fecretary of ftate; but he conftantly refufed it. I once tried to 
perfuade him to accept it; but he told me, that both the na- 
tural warmth and melancholy of his temper made him unfit 
for it; and that moreover he knew very well that, in thofe mi- 
hifterial employments, the courfe of bufinefs made it necéf- 
fary to do many hard things, ‘and fome unjuftones, which could 
only be authorifed by the jefuitical cafuiftry of the direGtion of 
the intention ; a doétrine which he faid he could not poffibly 
adopt. Whether he was the firit: that ever made that objetion, 
I cannot afirm ; but I fufpe& that he will be the laft. 

‘ He was a true conftitutional, and yet pratticable patriot ; 
a fincere lover and a zealous afferter of the natural, the civil, 
and the religious rights of his country. But he would not 
quarrel with the crown, for fome flight ftretches of the prero- 
gative; nor with the people, for fome unwary ebullitions of 1i- 
berty; nor with any one, for a difference of opinion in {pecu- 
Jative. points, He confidered the conftitution in the aggregate, 
nig watched that no one part of it fhould preponderate too 
sauch. 

‘ His moral chara€ter was fo pure, that if one may fay of 
that imperfe&t creature man, what a celebrated hiftorian fays of 
Scipio, ail non laudandum aut dixit, aut fecit, aut Jenfit, I 
fincerely think {I had almoft faid I know) one might fay it with 
great truth of him, one fingle inflance excepted, which fhall be 
mentioned. 

‘: He joined to the nobleft and ftrifteft principles of honour 
and generofity the tendereft fentiments of benevolence and com- 
paffion ; and as he was naturally warm, he could not even hear of 
an injuttice or a bafenefs, without a fudden indignation, nor of 
the misfortunes or miferies of a fellow creature, without melting 
into foftnefs, and endeavouring to relieve them. ‘This part of 
his charater was fo univerfally known, that our beft and moit fa- 
tyrical Englith poet fays ; | 

«¢ When I confefs, there is who feels for fame, 
And melts to goodnefs, Scarb’rough need I name #”’ 


¢ He had not the leaft pride of birth and rank, that common 
narrow notion of little minds, that wretched miftaken fucceda- 
neum of merit; but he was jealous to anxiéty of his charaer, 
as all men are who deferve a good one. And fuch was his dif- 
fidence upon that fubjeét, that he never could be perfuaded that 
mankind really thought of him as they did. For furely never 
man had a higher reputation, and never man enjoyed a more 
univerfal efteem. Even knavesrefpected him ; and fools thought 
they loved him. If he had any enemies (for I proteft I never 
knew one), they could only be fuch as were weary of always 
hearing of Ariftides the Juit. | . - Me 
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s He was too fubjeét to fudden guits of paffion, but they never 
hurried him into any illiberal or indecent expreffion or actions 
fo invincibly habitual to him were.good-nature and good-man- 
ners. But, if ever any word happened to fall from him in 
warmth, which upon fubfequent reflection he himfelf thought 
too ftrong, he was neyer eafy till he had made more than a fuf; 
ficient atonement for it. 

' © He had a moft unfortunate, Iwill call it a moft fatal kind 
of melancholy io his natyre, which often made him both ab- 
fent and filent in company, but never morofe or four. At othen 
times. he was a chearful and agreeable companion; byt, con- 
fcious that he was not always fo, he avoided company too much 
and was too often alone, giving way to a train of gloomy re’ 
flexions. : ; 
© His conftitation, which was never robuft, broke rapidly a¢ 
the latter end of his life, He had two fevere ftrokes of apo; 
plexy or palfy, which confiderably affected his body and his 
mind, 

* I defire that this may not be looked upon as a full and 
finifhed character, writ for the fake of writing it; but as my 
folemn depofit of the truth to the bef of my knowledge. [ 
owed this fmal]l tribute of juftice, fuch as it is, to the memory 


of the beft man I ever knew, and of the deareft friend I ever 
had.’ 


The fecond volume affords one of the moft glaring ia- 
ftances that we remember to have feen, of the unjuftifiable 
practice of deriving emolument from the pofthumous publi- 
cation of produétions that never were written with the view of 
being fubmitted to the eye of the world. The committing to 
the prefs his lordfhip’s Letters to his fon, feems to have been 
lefs a violation of confidence, than the laying before the public 
thofe which are prefented by this editor. Becaufe the former 
being chiefly didafic, might, if we except a few, be admitted 
as uleful towards forming a plan of education ; but the latter 
being on the ufual fubje€&ts of private epiftolary correfpon- 
dence, no fufficient apology can be pleaded for thus obtruding 
them upon the public, in a manner fo indifcreet and unnecef- 
fary.— We muft obferve, at the fame time, that, confidered 
' as hafty unpremeditated compofitions, of a confidential nature; 
they cannot juftly refle& any difcredit on his lordfhip’s reputed 
abilities. They contain evident marks of an acute under- 
derftanding, a fprightly, as well as philofophical, turn of 
mind, and, in the latter part of his life, a decent fpirit of 
refignation under the accumulated infirmities of age. 

The firft book contains one hundred Letters, written chiefly 
toa French lady of rank, in her own language, and accom- 
panied, in the work, with an Englifh tranflatioa, The fe- 
cond 
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cond book comprifes a hundred and twenty-four Letters, all of 
them, a few excepted, addreffed to Solomon Dayrolles, of 
Henley-Park, Efq. And the third book, a few likewife ex- 


cepted, contains his lordfhip’s correfpondence with Dr. Che- 
nevix, bifhop of Waterford, in Ireland. 


The following is the tranflation of a Letter from his lord- 
fhip to. Mr. Crebillon, one of thofe in the firft book. 


© The poft has of late been more propitious to me than 

ufual, and has brought me your two Jaft letters in due time. If 
zt has brought you my letters as punétually, you will have feen 
by my laft, that I was no longer under that uneafinefs, which 
former difappointments had given me. Now, I even think 
myfelf obliged to the poft for its negligence, which has pro- 
cured me fuch flattering marks of your friendfhip, and of your 
fentiments for me. I may affure you with truth that they are 
reciprocal ; but it is my misfortune, that though .my fentiments 
are the fame, I have not the fame power of exprefling them. 

* Some advantageous truths there are, which favour too much 
of flattery, for want of a certain delicacy in the manner of tell- 
ing them ; as there is a kind of flattery, which, by the help of 
that delicacy, appears to be but plain truth. That talent is pe- 
culiarly yours, and has almoft made me believe that I deferved 
all you fay of me. 

* Iconfefs my foible with regard to flattery. .I amas fond 
of itas Voltaire can poflibly be ; but with this difference, that 
I love it only from a mafterly hand. I am dainty, he is greedy 
of it. Ihave a good natural appetite for it, he an infatiable 
craving, which makes him eagerly devour it, though ferved up 
by the very worft of cooks. 

‘ I am very fenfible that all this is juft the fame, as if I 
were to fay, Pray, fir, flatter me as much as you pleafe, I 
fhall be heartily glad of it. I do not deny the charge, nor 
am I afhamed of it. Laudari a laudato viro, has at all times 
been accounted a very pardonable ambition ; and Tully, writ- 
ing to fuch another as yourfelf, tells him more than once, 
orna me. 

« T underftand that perfe&tly well; but I cannot comprehend 
how a man is not difgufted at the flattery of thofe whofe appro- 
bation would be a difgrace'to him if it were real. 

‘ Voltaire rehearfed to me laft year, at Bruffels, feveral paf- 
fages out of his Mahomet, in which I found fome very fine lines, 
and fome thoughts more brilliant than juft. But I foon per- 
ceived that he had Jefus Chrift-in view, under the charaéter of 
Mahomet ; and I wondered this had not been obferved at 
Lifle, where it had been aéted juft before I arrived there. I 
even met with a good catholic at Lifle, who had more zeal 
then penetration, and who was greatly edified at the manner 
in which that impoftor, and enemy to chriftianity, was repre- 
fented. : 


¢ As 
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¢ As for unconnetted fcenes, and mifplaced incidents, if you. 
do not like them, you do not like Voltaire. In his writings, 
his fubje& is out of the queftion ; and all you are to expeét is, 
bold fallies, and a fet of brilliant and fingular notions, which 
he wants to convey to the public, no matter where or how. 

¢ This I could overlook; he is not the firft author who has 
been carried away, by a lively imagination, beyond the bounds 
of reafon and accuracy; but what I cannot forgive him, and 
what is really unpardonable, is the great pains he takes to pro- 
pagate a dottrine, alike pernicious to civil fociety, and con- 
trary to the general religion of all countries. 

¢ F much queftion whether it is allowable for any man to 
write againft the worfhip and the belief of his own country, even 
if he were convinced in his own mind that they were not free 
from error, on account of the difturbance and diforder it would 
occafion. But I am very certain no man is at liberty to attack 
the foundations of all morality, and to break thofe ties, which 
are fo neceflary, and already too weak, to reftrain mankind 
within the bounds of duty. 

¢ Notwithftanding all the foppery, errors, and impertinence 
of authors, I will never confent to your giving up the name, 
much lefs the trade. The public would be too great a lofer, 
aad fo fhould I, and yourfelf too. Befides, the more defeéts 
are obfervable in any fet of men, the more creditable it is to be- 
long to that fociety, and yet be free from its defects, which is 
the cafe with you. | 

¢ Amongft writing animals, as you define authors, the animal 
that writes well is as fcarce, as the animal that makes ufe of 
his reafon is amongft rational animals, as we are called. Goon 
then, and in fpite of all the male and female coxcombs, continue 
to deferve the diftinétion you have acquired on fo many accounts, 
and even add to it, by adding to the number of your volumes. 
Give us but enough, and I amin no care for the reft. De te 
nam cetera /umes. 

¢ Adieu, fir; for I perceive that this letter is {welling to a 
volume, which would by no means refemble thofe I am atking 
you for, but would prove very tirefome to you. 

‘ Iam, with all the efteem you deferve, 
© Your moft humble fervant. 


¢ P. S. If you fee Mrs. Herault, put her in mind of me; give 
my refpeéts to ber, and tell her withal, that if I had not an 
uncommon greatnefs of foul, which renders me incapable of 
infult or revenge, I would fend her a number of Englith 
fongs, occafioned, by certain ill fucceffes in Germany, which 
I would tranflate into French, for the afe of Mr.'de 
Sechelles.’ ; 


The beft apology for the publication of the many frivolous 
Letters in this work, perhaps is, that the moral ftrain in 
which many of them are dictated, may atone for the moft ex- 
ceptionable 
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ceptionable of thofe which were written by his lordfhip to his 
fon. We muft confider the work, however, as not lefs re- 
dundant in epiftolary trifles, than defeAive of all information 
refpecting the more interefting object of his lord{hip’s private, 
hiflory. To which we may add, that, excepting the verfes 
cited in our former Review, the editor has tranfmitted no, fpe- 
cimen of his lordfhip’s talent for poetry. 
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A Letter to George Hardinge, E/g. on the Subje@ of a Paffagein 
Mr. Steevens’s Preface to bis dmpreffion of Shakefpeare, 410. 
2s. Gd. Kearfley. 


CP HERS are few literary performances, however weak or con- 
temptible, but have the good fortune to meet with their 
advocates and defenders. Mr. Capell’s crow odiavo edition of 
Shakefpeare has been long confidered as ah incumbrance to 
the warehoufes in Paternofter-row. - His notes, iz guarte, were 
fo ill received, that no bookfeller, has hitherto been found who 
would venture to print a fecond part of them at his own ex- 
pence: and yet the bookfellers (fays the bifhop of Glorefter, ) 
are ‘ not the very worft judges or rewarders of merit.? The 
critical attempts of Mr. Capell, however, are not without an 
admirer. An anonymous author has undertaken their caufe, 
and in this laboured and tedious Letrer, (which, with fome de- 
gree of fingularity, is diredied to a Commoner, and dedicated to 
a lord). has flattered himfelf with the hope of eftablifhing 
their value, and deftroying the reputation of the gentleman 
who fucceeded Mr. Capell in the fame tafk. Mr. Sreevens, in 
an advertifement prefixed to his impreffion of Shakefpeare, ob- 
ferves that in Mr. Capell’s edition of the Second Part of King 
Henry VI. * feveral paflages are arbitrarily omitted, and no no- 
tice given when other deviations are made. from the old copies.’ 
It is true that no examples were offered in fupport of thefe 
affertions; but the prefent partifan of Mr. Capell has kindly 
fupplied that deficiency, and (though he meant to prove jutt 
the contrary) has clearly evinced the propriety of Mr. Stee- 
yens’s cenfure ;_ as we fhall thew in the following extracts from 
the Letter before us. 


‘© Then be it fo: my lord of Somerfet, 
We make your grace lord regent over the French.’ 


‘ Thefe lines (fays our author) it is true are omitted, nor is 


any notice taken of the omiffion by Mr, Capell. But they do not 
appear in the folio ’ 


* As Bevis of Southampton fell upon Afcapart.” 
‘ Thefe 
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i” Thefe words (adds he) ‘are mot fouted in ‘Mr. Capel; page, 
nor are they in that of the folto,’ 


«s Mich. Ay, his brother. 


«* Cade, Then kneel down Dick Butcher ; ; [he kneels] rife up. 
Sir Dick Butcher. Now found up drum,” 


‘ This paflage appears (fays he) as it ‘does herein Mr. Ware 
burton; but Mr. Capell does not infert it,.and fis again juftified 


by the authority of the yo/ie; for no fuch’ words are found 
there,’ 


«< God and king Henry govern England's wee 


¢ This line alfo (fays our author) it muft be ‘confeffed, Mr. 
Capel das entirely omitted; but has ‘referred to a note’ [by tlie 
bye, ‘that nore is not pubtiftied, dnd perhaps’ Hiever may] * which 
fs to account for tt.’ 

That ‘all thefe lines are notin the foto / Is ‘that any excufe 
for having omitted, at leaft, to fpecity that théy are to be 
fodnd'in ancthet'copy? ‘Where there is’variety to- be had, is 
not the reader entitled to His choice ? ‘The lines rejected, how- 
ever, ate as ‘much a part of Shakefpeare's text, ‘as any df 
thofe which have been admitted into Mr. Capell’s edition. + 
‘Such was ‘Mr. Steevens’s charge ; and thas‘is it fupported evén 
by the author of this paitiphler, who has likéwife pointed” out 
fome other deviations of Mr. Capell from’ the moft anciéie 
‘editions, though they are reprefented as ‘of' Tittle confegience. 
‘Yet on the prefent occafion we may obferve, that our author is 
‘unqualified to decide, being unfurnithed with’ many of the ne- 
-ceffary copies of Shakefpeare’s plays. We hope, for the cte- 
‘dit of his employers, that before they embark him on a fecond 
critical ‘expedition, they will take care to ‘piovide him‘with’a 
‘more complete apparatus. 

‘After this abortive effort, our author ftrives to ‘fix the 
charge of plagiarifm’on Mr. Steevens, but with no better fae- 
-cefs. He pretends to fafpea “him ‘of tiaving ‘borrowed fenti- 
ments and opinions whith’ were fuch’as the naturé ‘of his 
undertaking, and his “own ‘particular attention to it, could 
“not:fail to throw in his way. ‘To an apptehéfifion that fatisfies 
-itfelf with the difcovery of fach fimilitades, 110 performances 
written on the fame’ fubje@s, and by the affiftance of ‘the 
fametcanty materials, cah‘eafily want the features of each other; 
for a$ Fluellen fays, ‘* You fhall find in ‘the comparifons between 
_ Macedon and Monmouth, that the fituations is both alike. ‘There 
‘Gs a riwer in Macedon; there is alfo moreover ‘a river in’ bite 
mouth; and there is fa/mons in both.” 

Our author proceeds to infinuate that Mr.'Steevens derived his 
knowledge of many of the originals on which Shakefpeare formed 
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his dramas,-from the preface of Mr. Capell ; though it is well 
Known that the greateft part of thefe had been pointed out many 
years before Mr. Capell ftood forth as an editor; and that long 
before that period, Mr. Steevens had affiduoufly colleéted every 
morfel of ancient literature which Shakefpeare could be fup- 
pofed to have read.—Our author is likewife willing to bring the 
fame accufation againft Mr. Steevens’s ‘accidental coincidence 
with Mr: Capell on other occafions. But if Mr. Capell was fo 
lucky, or-fo fkilful, in his boafted emendations of the Notbrowne 
Mayd, as to coincide with copies which he pretended never to 
have feen, why may not the fame degree of good fortune, or 
fagacity, be imputed to his rival ? Mr. Farmer, in his letter to 
Mr. Steevens, inferted in the Appendix to the laft impreffion 
of Shakefpeare, not only obferves that ‘‘ it approaches nearer 
to perfection than any other,” but that Mr. Steevens had 
4 fuperfeded fome. remarks with which he fhould otherwife 
have troubled him.” Had we leifure and inclination, we 
could fairly fupport a fufpicion that Mr. Capell has borrowed 
readings both from Dr. Johnfon and his coadjutors, without 
the leaft acknowledgement ; for Dr. Johnfon’s Shakefpeare was 
publifhed at leaft three years before the appearance of Mr. 
Capell’s, though Mr. Capell profeffes not to be indebted to 
it at all. Throughout his whole work hé has not declared 
his obligations to any one editor in preference to the reft ; 
and fays (with what degree of modefty; or truth, let our 
critical-readers determine) ‘If the partifans of former editors 
fhall chance to think them injured by this fuppreffion, he muft 
upon this occafion violate the rules of modefty, by declaring—~ 
that he himfelf is the moft injured by it; whofe emendations 
are equal, at leaft in number, to all theirs if put together.’ 
The following paflages extracted from this pamphlet, will 
ferve to fhew, the, author’s extraordinary opinion of Mr. Ca- 
pell’s merit as.an editor of Shakefpeare; and it is but juft 
that we fhould lay them. before our readers, ‘ Mr. Capell is 
become to me. an alr Roscius : his page fupplies the want 
of voice and aétion ; 3 and. I think myfelf as much indebted to 
him for. my conception of Shakefpeare’s excellencies,—yes, and 
' that Shakefpeare is as much indebted to him, (may I hazard 
_ the, declaration ?) asto Mr. Garrick himfelf.’ 
‘Humble thyfelf in the duft, thou hitherto unimitated. and 
inimitable Garrick! Learn hence, that the whole magic of 
"thine eye, thine aéion, and thy voice, is comprized in the dag- 


gers, dafbes, and crotckets of Papier Cdwarde Capel ! 
—Our author is furely entitled to the thanks of all frequenters 
‘of the theatre, for fo kindly pointing out an obje& which 


they 
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they have long defpaired to meet with——the equat of Mr- 
GarRick. But hear our author again in his Poftfcript.— 

¢ After what has been faid above, of.the expectation formed 
of Mr. Capell's notes, it would be unjuft to omit this oppor- 
tunity of declaring bow entirely it bas been anfwered by their pub- 
lication, ‘They were publifhed towards the latter end of the 
fpring, after this letter was written. And the writer is now 
tempted by gratitude to give his opinion, that they contain 
awhatever can be reafonably expelied in a comment; while they af- 
ford frefa proof of their author’s poffeffing thofe good gualities, 
which have already been mentioned as contributing to’ form the 
chara&er of a confummate commentator.’ : 

Can this gentleman poffibly be ferious? or, in pity to his 
readers, does he mean to treat them with a laugh, after they 
have laboured fo far through his heavy publication ?—Ler us 
afk which of Mr. Capell’s good qualities it was that di¢tated his 
explanation of UNSTAUNCHED WENCH, an expreffion that oc- 
curs in the Zempef. See Mr. Capell’s Gloffary, p. 75. We 
fhall not pollute our page by quoting his words. 

Our author has likewife introduced the learned and inge-~ 
nious Mr. Farmer to join in his elogiums. Mr. Farmer did 
moft undoubtedly beftow fome praife on Mr. Capell, serort 
the publication of his Shakefpeare. What the fame gentleman 
has faid concerning him since that event, we fhall quote from 
the Appendix to Mgr. Steevens’s edition ; and leave our author 


to account for fuch apparent contradiétion in the fentiments of 
the fame perfon, 





Appendix II. 

At the end of note the firft—‘ fo [ittle did a date editor (Mr. 
Capel!) know of bis author, when he idly fuppofed his /chool li- 
terature might perhaps have been loft by the diffpation of youth, 
or the bufg /cenes of public life.” See a note to Mr. Capell’s 
Preface, p. 33. | 

Again, Appendix, note 193—‘* a /ate editor [Mr. Capell 
again] pretended to much mngnircae of this fort; and lam 
forry that it proved to be only pretenfon.’ 

Again, note 346.—* Mr. Capell indeed made me doubt, 
by declaring the authenticity of it to be confirmed by the tef- 
timony of fir 4fon Gockayn; but how was f furprized, when I 
found that Cockayn alcribes nothing more to Shakefpeare than 
the Induftion-Wincot- Ale and the Beggar! i hope this was only a 
flip of Mr. Cagell's memory,” 

Dr. Percy’s. teftimony.to the. abilities of Mr. Capell, » is 
likewife preft by ovr author into his fervice. But while 
we obferve that the doftor has beftowed no elogiums on the 
Shakefpeare of Mr. Capell, let us fee what he has faid of Mr. 


Steeveng’s 
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Steevens’s publication of the fame author.—‘ The previoug 
tketch of King Lear, republifhed from the quarto impreffions 
by George Steevens, E/q. with fuch elegance and exane/s as led us 
to expect that fine edition of all the works of our great dramatic 
poet, which he Lath fince publifoed.’ See the Reliques of Ancient 
Englith Poetry, 3d Edition, p. 231. 

As in .a former, part of our review of this article, we have 
dwelt-on the fubject of imitations, it may now be obferved that 
our author concludes by exprefiing his doubts, Uke the late Mr. 
Edwards, that ‘ the gods have not made him poetical ;? and 
{till farther to imitate the conduct of that truly ingenious critic, 
he commences /onneteer: but the merit of demerit of his mufé 
is befide our prefent purpofe. 

We cannot however difmifs our obfervations. on the Letter 
before us, -withont..venturing to prediét; that when the Ja- 
bours of Dr. Faéeé. fhall bring.Mr. Day and his diving-veffel above 
water ; at-thefame lucky moment Mr. Capell’s Commentaries, &cx. 
will be-buoy’d up. into reputation by the ausbor of this pam- 
phlet,—We may add, that a right reverend critic, in a private 
letter (which .we had once the pleafure to perufe) with great 
franknefs ‘acknowledges every editor of Shakefpeare to have 
expofed himfelfiin fome degree ; bat that ‘ this man [Mr. Ca- 
pell] has -huag himfelf up in chains over the poet’s grave.’ 





‘ 


The Works of Joann Locke. cEighth Edition, 4 Vols. 410: 
5/. bound, Rivington. 


"THs nation has heen diftinguifhed by many excellent 

writers iff every department of literature. The names 
of Shakefpeare, Spenfer, Milton, Dryden, Addifon, Pope, 
Bacon, Newton, Locke, Sidney, Tillotfon, Clarke, Hoadly *, 
and “many ‘others, ‘will be venerated by our lateft pofterity. 
Men of learning therefore fhould concur in’ publifhing 
“complete and accurate editions of their works. They fhould 
“endeavour ‘to “afcertain their genuine produétions, and 
record the moft interefting circumftances of their lives ; 


> 


‘efpecially thofe, which are calculated to throw a light on their 


“ 





* On this occafion-we cannot forbear expreffing our concern, that 
", po body has undertaken to give the public a colleétion of the 
writings of the late Dr. Sykes, the friend of Hoadly and Clarke. 
“His publications are humerous, and many of them defervedly held 

in the higheft eftimation by the rational friends ofChriftianity. He 
. *left behind him many valuable fermons, and other pieces in-MS. 
, Whoever now poflefies his ample-fortune ought to publith acomplete 


edition of his works. Thisis.what the republic-of letters expects, 
and GRATITUDE DEMANDS, 


pro- 
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A or on the hiftoty of literature. This fhould be 


done 4s foon as poflible after their deceafe, while every ne- 
cefflary information may be obtained, and their fugitive pieces 
eafily collected. 

The public is indebted to a perfon of eminence, well known 
in the literary world, for this edition of Locke’s Works, 
Having long entertained a high efteem for that author’s 
writings, and being informed, that a new edition was ine 
tended, he naturally became defirous of feeing one more coms 
plete thanany of the foregoing, and of contribating his af- 
fiftance towards it, fo far as the fhort time allowed for that 
purpofe would permit. 

He has therefore corrected many errors, which had crept 
into former editions; he- has inferted feveral pieces, which 
had not appeared in any collection of the works of Mr. Locke ; 
he has correéted, and improved the memoirs of the author’s life 
by fome additional anecdotes, and prefixed a critical account 
of his writings. 

The Jaft article is formed upon a plan, which we would re- 
commend to every editor. It comprehends an account of what- 
ever Mr. Locke is fuppofed to have written; with obfervations 
on his principal opinions. It is, what may be termed, the na- 
tural hiitory of his works, 

The pieces, which are added in this colleGtion, are, 

1. A Letter to Mrs. Cockburn, fent with a prefent of 
books to that lady, on her being difcovered to have written a 
Defence of his Effay, againft fome Remarks made upon it by 
Dr. T. Burnet; dated Dec. 30, 1702. 

2. A Letter to Ed. Clarke, Efq. on raifing the value of 
coin, taken from a colle@&ion in the Britifh Mufeum. 

3. A Letter from Lord Shaftefbury to Dr. Feil, relative to 
‘Mr. Locke. 

. A Letter from Sir Peter King to Lord Shaftefbury, on 
the death of Mr. Locke. 

. A fmall tra& in defence of Mr. Locke’s opinion concern- 
ing Perfonal Identity : a point of fome confequence, but fre- 
quently mifunderftood.—This, if we are rightly informed, was 
written by the learned editor, 

_. 6, An Analyfis of the Effay on Human Underftanding.— 
This map of the intelleftual world exhibits the whole doc- 
trine of ideas in one view, and is infinitely more commodious 
and ufeful to young ftudents than dry compends or abridge- 
ments.—It is printed from a copper-plate ona fingle theet, 
and advertifed to be fold feparately, for the benefit of thofe, 
who have not this edition. 
Vout. XLII. May, 1777. Aa The 
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The works of Mr. Locke are, his Effay on Human Undert- 
ftanding, two treatifes on Government, Letters on Toleration; 
Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, Thoughts on Education, Ob- 
fervations on Coin, Paraphrafe on five of St. Paul’s Epiftles, 
many fmaller trafs, and Letters. Befides thefe, feveral books 
and treatifes have been afcribed to him, which are of doubtful 
authority ; as, 

1. An Introductory Difcourfe to Churchill’s Col'eSion of 
Voyages. 

z. The Hiftory of Our Saviour Jefus Chrift\—The plan of 
this excellent work is taken from Garthwait’s Evangelical 
Harmony. 

3. Sele& moral Books of the Old Teftament and Apocrypha 
paraphrafed. 

4. Exceptions of Mr. Edwards to the Reafonablenefs of 
Chriftianity examined. 

5. Common Place-book to the Bible. 

6. Interlineary verfion of /Efop’s Fables. 

7. Occafional Thoughts in Reference to a Virtuous or Chrif- 
tian Life. 

8. A Difcourfe on the Love of God. 

The editor has ftated and examined the grounds, upon 
which thefe and other tracts have been afcribed to Mr. Locke. 
—The Occafional Thoughts, he obferves, were written by lady 
Mafham, the daughter of the celebrated Dr. Cudworth. ‘The 
Difcourfe on the Love of God, attributed to Mr. Locke in 
the printed Catalogue of the library of Sion College, was pro- 
bably written by the fame ingenious lady. 

The continuator of Collier’s Ditionary afferts, that Mr. 
Locke ‘ -left many things in manufcript:’ the editor has 
taken fome pains to difcover them; and when colleéed, 
they may probably be communicated to the public in a fupple- 
mental volume. 

In the Preface, among other judicious obfervations on the 
produétions of Mr. Locke, we have the following. 


¢ The Effay on Human Underftandiog, that moft diftinguifhed 
of all his works, is to be confidered as a fyftem, at its firft ap- 
pearance abfolutely new, and directly oppofite to the notions 
and perfuafions then eftablifhed in thé wortd. Now as it fel- 
dom happens, that the perfon who firft faggefts a difcovery in 
any fcience is at the fame time folicitous, or perhaps qualified 
to lay open all the confequences that follow from it; in fuch a 
work much of courfeis left tothe reader, who muft carefully 
apply the leading principles to many cafes. and conclafions not 
there fpecified, ‘To what elfe but a negle& of this application 
fhall 
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fall we impute it, that there are flill numbers amongft us, who 
profefs to pay the greateft deference to Mr. Locke, and tobe 
well acquainted with his writings, and would perhaps take it ill 
to have this pretenfion queftioned ; yet appear either wholly un- 
able, or unaccuftomed, to draw the natural confequence from 
any one of his principal pofitions? Why, for inftance, do we 
ftill continue fo unfettled in the firft principles and foundation 
of morals ? How came we not to perceive, that by the very fame 
‘arguments, which that great author ufed with fo much fuccefs 
in extirpating innate ideas, he moft effectually eradicated all 
innate or connate fenfes, inftinéts, &c. by not only leading us 
to conclude that every fuch fenfe muft, in the very nature of it, 
imply an obje& correfpondent to and of the fame ftanding with 
itfelf, to which it refers {es each relative implies its correlate] 
the real exiftence of which object he has confuted in every 
fhape; but alfo by fhewing, that for each moral propofition men 
a€tually want and may demand a reafon or proof, deduced from 
another fcience, and founded on natural good and evil; and 
confequently where no fuch reafon can be afligned, thefe fame 
fenfes, or inftinéts, with whatever titles decorated, whether 
ftyled fympathetic or fentimental, common or intuitive,—ought 
to be looked upon as no more than mere Haéirs ; under which 
familiar name their authority is foon difcovered, and their ef 
fe&ts accounted for. 

‘ From the fame principles it may be collected, that all fuch 
pompous theories of morals, however feemingly diverfified, yee 
amount ultimately to the fame thing, being all built upon the 
fame falfe bottom of innate notions; and from the hiftory of 
this {cience we may fee that they have received no manner of 
improvement (as indeed by the fuppofition of their innatenefs 
they become incapable of any) from the days of Plato to our 
own; but muft always take the main point, the ground of ob- 
ligation, for granted: which is in truth the fhorteft and fafett 
way of proceeding for fuch felf-taught philofophers, and faves 
a deal of trouble in feeking reafons for what they advance, 
‘where none are to be found. Mr. Locke went a far different 
way to work, at the very entrance on his Effay, pointing oat the 
true origin of all our paffions and affections, i.e. fenfitive plea- 
‘fare and pain ; and accordingly directing us to the proper prin- 
ciple and end of virtue, private happinefs, in each individual ; 
as well as laying down the adequate rule and only folid ground 
of moral obligation, the Divine Will. From whence alfo it 
may well be concluded that moral propofitions are equally ca- 
pable of certainty, and that fuch certainty is equally teducible 
to ftri& demonftration here as in other fciences, fince they confit 
‘of the very fame kind of ideas, [viz. general abftra& ones, the 
true and only ground of all general knowledge ;] provided al- 
ways that the terms be once clearly fettled, in which lies the 
chief difficulty, and are conftantly applied (as furely they may 
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be) with equal fteadinefs and precifion: which was undoubtedly 
Mr. Locke’s meaning in that affertion of his which drew upon: 
him’fo many folicitations to fet about fach a fy {tematic demon- 
firation of morals. 

€ In the fame plain and popular Introduction, when he has 
been proving that men think not always, [a pofition which, as 
he obferves, Letter to Molyneux, Aug. 4, 1695, was then ad- 
mitted in a Commencement Act at Cambridge for probable, 
and which few there now a-days are found weak enough to 
queftion] how come we not to attend him through the genuine 
confequences of that proof? This would foon Jet us into the true 
nature of the human conftitution, and enable us to determine 
whether thought, when every mode of itis fufpended, though 
but for an hour, can be deemed an effential property of our im- 
material principle, or mind, and as fuch infeparable from fome 
imaginary fubftance, or fubftratum, [words, by the bye, fo far 
as they have a meaning, taken entirely from matter, and ter- 
minating in it] any more than motion, under its various modi- 
fications, can be judged effential to the body, or toa purely 
material fyfiem. Of.that fame fubftance or fubftratum, whether 
material or immaterial, Mr. Locke has farther fhewn us, that we 
can form but a very imperfeét. and confufed idea, if in truth we 
have any idea at all of it, though cuftom and an attachment to. 
the eftablifhed mode of philofophifing {till prevails to fuch.a de- 
gree that we fcarcely know how to proceed without it, and are 
apt to make as much noife with fuch logical terms and dif- 
tinctions, as the fchoolmen ufed todo with their principle of 
individuation, fubftantial forms, &c. Whereas, if we could be 
perfuaded to quit every arbitrary hypothefis, and truft to fact and 
experience, a found fleep any night would yield fufficient fatis- 
faction in the prefent cafe, which thus may derive light even from 
the darkeft parts of nature ; and which will the more merit our 
regard, fince the fame point has been in fome meafure confirmed 
to us by revelation, as our author has likewife fhewn in his In- 
troduétion to the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity. 

‘ The abovementioned Effay contains fome more refined fpe- 
culations which are daily gaining ground among thoughtful and 
intelligent perfons, notwithftanding the neglect and the con- 
tempt to which ftudies of this kind are frequently expofed. 
And when we confider the force of bigotry, and the prejudice in 
favour of antiquity, which adheres to narrow minds, it mutt be 
matter of furprife to find fo fmall a number of exceptions 
made to fome of his difquifitions which lie out of the common 
road. 

‘ That.well-known chapter of Pocver has. been termed the 
worft part of his whole Effay, and feems indeed the leaft de- 
fenfible, and what gave himfelf the leaft fatisfaGtion, after all 
the pains he and others took to reform it; [v. letters between 
him and Molyneux and Limborch, To which, may be added 
3 Note 
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Note 45 to King’s Or. of E. p. 220, 4th.ed.] which might in- 
duce one to believe that this mof intricate fubje& is placed be- 
yond human reach ; fince fo penetrating a genius confeffes his 
inability to fee through it. And happy are thofe enquirers who 
can difcern the extent of their faculties! who have learnt in 
time where to ftop and fufpend a pofitive determination! * If 
you will argue, fays he, for or againft liberty from confequences, 
1 will not undertake to anfwer you; for I own freely to you the 
weaknefs of my underftanding, that though it be unqueftion- 
able that there is Omnipotence and Omnifcience in God our 
Maker, yet I cannot make freedom in man confiftent with Om- 
nipotence and Omnifcience in God, though I am as fully per- 
fuaded of both as of any traths I moft firmly affent to; and 
and therefore I have jong left off the confideration of that quef- 
tion, refolving all into this fhort conclufion ; that if it be pof- 
fible for God te make a free agent, then man is free; though I 
fee not the way of it.’ Letter to M. Jan. 20, 169%. 

‘ Conneé&ed in fome fort with the forementioned Effay, and 
in their way equally valuable, are his tracts on Education and 
the early Conduct of the Underftanding, both worthy, as we ap- 
prehend, of a more careful perafal than is commonly beftowed 
upon them, the latter more efpecially, which feems to be little 
known and lefs attended to. It contains an eafy popular il- 
luftration of fome difcoveries in the foregoing Effay, particularly 
that great and univerfal law of nature, the fupport of fo many 
mental powers, (v. g. that of memory under all its modifications) 
and which produces equally remarkable effe&ts in the intellec- 
tual, as that of gravitation does in the material world ;—I 
mean the Afociation of Ideas: the firft hint whereof did not 
appear till the fourth edition of his Effay, and then came in as 
it were by the bye, under fome very peculiar circumftances, and 
in comparatively trivial inftances; the author himfelf feeming 
not to be fufficiently aware of its extenfivenefs, and the many 
ufesto which it is applicable, and has been applied of late by 
feveral of our own writers. The former Tra& abounds with no 
lefs curious and entertaining than ufeful obfervations on the va- 
rious tempers and difpofitions of youth ; with proper dire€tions 
for the due regulation and improvement of them, and juft ree 
marks on the too vifible defects in that point; nor fhould it be 
looked upon as merely fitted for the infiru€tion of fchoolmatters 
or nurfes, but as affording matter of refleCtion to men of bu- 
finefs, fcience, and philofophy. ‘The feveral editions of this 
Treatife, which has been much efteemed by foreigners, with 
the additions made to it abroad, may be feen in Gen. Did. 
vol. vil. p. 145+ 

Speaking of Mr. Locke’s famous ‘Letter from a Perfon of 
Quality,’ concerning a bill for eftablifhing paflive obedience, 
the editor fays: 

Aa3 “It 
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¢ It may not be improper to remark how feafonable a recol- 
Je&tion of Mr. Locke’s political principles is now become, when 
feveral writers have attempted, from particular emergencies, to 
fhake thofe univerfal and invariable truths whereon all juft go- 
vernment is ultimately founded; when they betray fo grofs an 
ignorance cr contempt of them, as even to avow the diredtly 
oppofite doctrines, viz. that government was initituted for the 
fake of governors, not of the governed ; and confequently that 
the interefls of the former are of fuperior confideration to any 
of the latter ;--that there is an abfolute indefeafible right of 
exercifing defpotifm on one fide, and as unlimited an obligation 
of fubmitting to it on the other:——doétrines that have been 
confuted over and over, and exploded long ago, and which one 
might well fuppofe Mr. Locke muft have for ever filenced by 
his incomparable Treatifes upon that fubjeét, which have in- 
deed exhaufled it ; and notwithftanding any objetions that have 
yet been, or are likely to be brought againft them, may, I ap- 
prehend, be fairly juitified, and, however unfafhionable they 
grow, continue fit to be inculcated; as will perhaps be fully 
made appear on any farther provocation.’ 


This account of the works of Mr. Locke is clofed with the 
following juft and pathetic refleftion. 


‘ When we view thofe very ufeful and important fubjects, 
which have been treated in fo able a manner by our author, and 
become fenfible of the numerous national obligations due to his 
memory on that account, with what indignation muft we be- 
hold the remains of that great and good man, lying under a 
mean, mouldering tomb-flone [which but too ftriétly verifies the 
predictions he had given of it, and its little tablet, as ip/a brevi 
peritura *| in an obfcure country church-yard, by the fide of a 
forlorn wood—while fo many fuperb monuments are daily 
erected to perpetuate names and characters hardly worth pre 
ferving |? 


Thefe are the fentiments of humanity and benevolence. But, 
at the fame time it may be confidered, that every corre& and 
elegant edition of his works extends his reputation, and is 
ftridly and properly, MONUMENTUM RE PERENNIUS, 
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* See the infcription (written by himfelf) on his tomb in the 
church yard of High Laver, in Effex, 
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Letters from the late moft rev. Dr. Thomas Herring, Lord Arche 
bifbop of Canterbury, to William Duncombe, E/g. deceafed, 
Jrom the Year 1728101757. With Notes and an Appendix. 
fmali 8vo, 33. 6d. fewed, Johnfon. 


TN the preface to this volume the editor endeavours to ob- 

viate the common objeétions, which have been alledged 
againft the indifcriminate publication of private letters: very 
juftly obferving, that if all without diftin@ion had been configned 
to oblivion, the world would have been deprived of many valu- 
able pieces of literary and hiftarical intelligence. ‘ Cicero and 
Pliny, Petrarch and Erafmus, Pope and Swift, would have 
been tranfinitted to us, like mutilated ftatues, imperfe&t, and 
defpoiled of fome of their moft ttriking features.’ 

This'is true: at the fame time it muft be acknowledged, 
that the propriety cf every publication of this kind abfolutely 
depends on the intrinfic merit of the letters, which are com- 
municated to the public. There muft be fomething in them, 
which will pleafe, inform, and intereft the reader ; fome bril- 
liant thoughts, fome ufeful inftruGtions, fome judicious cri- 
ticifms, fome literary anecdotes, or fome hiftorical inform- 
ation; otherwife they ought to be configned to oblivion. 

They who revere the name and memory of archbifhop 
Herring for his public and private virtues, for his fteady fup- 
port of our happy eftablifhment, for his unaffe&ed piety, mo- 
deration, and univerfal benevolence, may be glad to know 
fome particulars of his life; and to fee him, ina point of view 
hitherto perhaps unknown to them, that of an eafy, affable, 
and cordial friend, communicating his thoughts, without form 
or ceremony, on books, and the common occurrences of the 
times. 

He was born in Norfolk, at Walfoken, of which his father 
was rector, in 1693; and was educated at Benet College, in 
Cambridge. In 1722, he was collated to thie retory of Bar- 
ley in Hertfordfhire, by Dr. Fleetwood, bifhop of Ely, to 
whom he was chaplain. In 1726 he was appointed preacher 
to the honourable fociety of Lincoln’s Inn. In 1731 he was 
prefented to the living of Blechingly in Surry by fir William 
Clayton; and foon afterwards promoted to the deanery of 
Rochefter, by the king. He was made bifhop of Bangor in 
Jan. 1728, tranflated to York in April 1743, and to Canter- 
bury in Oftober 1747. He died March 13, 1757, aged 64. 

This correfpondence commences Auguft 20, 1728, with a 
letter from Dr. Herring, acknowledging his obligations to Mr. 
Duncombe, for two letters, firft printed, without a name, in 
the Whitehall Evening Poft, in juftification of a fermon, 

Aa4 preached 
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preached by the dodor at Lincoln’s Inn chapel, containing 
fome aillufions to the Beggar’s Opera, then exhibited at 4 
neighbouring theatre, and condemning it, as of pernicious 
confequence to morality and Chriflian virtue. Every one, we 
believe, who confiders the influence of bad example, and the 
operations of the human heart, will join with Dr. Herring 
and Mr. Duncombe in their animadverfions on this piece. 
Yet Dr, Swift,’ in the Intelligencer, No iii. had the confidence 
to pronounce, that ‘it would probably do more good than a 
thoufand fermons of fo ftupid, {0 injudicious, and fo proftitute 
a divine”—as Dr, Herring. 
Extract from Letter IT, 
© Dear Sir, Barley, Sept. 16, 1728, 

¢ — I have read over your criticifms upon Tindal’s traniiation *, 
and think them exceedingly juft and necefflary; fuch haity mer- 
cenary tranflators really put an affront upon the public, and feem to 
take for granted, that men have neither tafte nor judgment. The 
inaccuracies of ftyle, and lownefles of expreffion, and the many 
omiffions in this tranflation, are prodigioufly offenfive. The hif- 
tory of Rapin Thoyras is fo much debafed and mangled by them, 
that. one would think, the tranflator had a defign upon his cha- 
racter, and intended to make him appear ridiculous, by putting 
him into an awkward Englifh drefs ; for really, if Mr. Tindal does 
not take a little more pains, Rapin Thoyras will become of the fame 
clafs with the reft of our Englith hiftorians. The Guardian, I re- 
member, has made a few very juft obfervations upon the ftyle of 
the great lord Verulam, which if Mr, Tindal had confidered, he 
would not have fallen, as he often does, into that very vulgar and 
abjeét manner of expreffion.— 


‘Tam, &c. Tuo. HEgrinc. 
Extract from Letter VII. 


« Dear Sir, Rochefter, Nov. 9, 1738. 


¢ eI fee no reafon for fuch a prodigious outcry upon the 
s¢ Plain account,” &c. I really think it a good book, and as to the 
facrament in particular, as orthodox as archbifhop Tillotfon: his 
prayers are very long, but jn my poar opinion, fome of the beft 
compofitions of the fort, that ever I read, and if I could bring my 
mind to that fteady frame of thinking with regard to the Deity, 
that is prefcribed by him, I believe I fhould be fo far as happy as my 
nature is, perhaps, capable of being. There is fomething comfort- 
able in addrefling the Deity, as the Father, not the Tyrant, of the 
creation, 





« * Of Rapin’s hiftory, in a pamphlet, entitled ‘* Remarks on 
Mr. Tindal’s tranflation, &c. In a letter to S. T. [Sigifmund Trat- 
ford] efq.” The concluding paragraph is as follows: ‘ Mr. Dry- 
den’s elegant verfion of father Maimbourg's hiftory of the league, 
is, with regard to ftyle and language, a much better model for an 
one who will oblige the public with an accurate tranflation of M, 
de Rapin Thoyras’s hiftory, than fir Roger L’eftrange’s tranflation 
of Jofephus, or of Quevedo’s vifions.” 


* I would 
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¢ I would fain think as well of Mr. Pope’s probity, as I do of his 
ingenuity ; but his compliments to Bolingbroke, upon topics of be~ 
haviour, in which he is notorioufly infamous, fhock me fo, that it 
quite difconcerts my good opinion of him. I have bought his 
works, however, in the pompous edition, and read them with pe- 
culiar pleafure. The brightnefs of his wit, his elegant turns, his 
raifed fentiments in many places, and the mufical cadence of his 
poetry, charm me prodigioully.’ 


‘Iam, &c, TuHo. HERRING.’ 


In the following extra& we have fome anecdotes concern- 
ing the death of Mr. Pope. 


‘ Frith-ftreet, June 10, 1774. 

‘ Mr. Pope, I hear, has left the bulk of his fortune to Mrs. 
Blount, a lady to whom, it is thought, he eitber was, or, at leaft, 
ought to have been married. The earl of* Marchmont, lord Ba- 
thurft, Mr. Murray *, and Mr. Arbuthnot +, are his executors, 
He has bequeathed all his manufcripts to lord Bolingbroke. 

‘ Tam told that he -has left many plans and fragments, but few 
finifhed pieces. A report is fpread about town, that, during his 
illne(s, a difpute happened, in his chamber, between his two phy- 
ficians, Burton (who is fince dead himfelf ft) and Thompfon; the 
former charging the latter with haftening his death, by the violent 
purges he had pre‘cribed, and the other retorting the charge. Mr, 
Pope at length filenced them, by faying, ‘* Gentlemen, I only learn 
by your difcourfe, that I am in, a very dangerous way; therefore, 
all I have now to afk is, that the following epigram may be added, 
after my death, to the next edition of the Dunciad, by way of 
potticript : : 

«* Dunces rejoice, forgive all cenfures paft, 
The greateft dunce has kill’d your foe at laft.” 


* However, I have been fince told, that thefe lines were really 
written by Burton himfelf ; and the following epigram by a friend 
of Thompfon, was occafioned by the foregoing one : 


«« As phyfic and verfe both to Phceebus belong, 
So the college oft dabble in potion and fong ; 
Hence Burton, refolv’d his emetics fhall hit, 
When his recipe fails, gives a puke with his wit.” 


¢ Dr. Thompfon is going to publifh Pope’s cafe. I find he is in 
high repute with feveral perfons of diftinétion. 

¢ I fhall leave the doétor and Mr. Pope, with a few lines taken 
from a poetical epiftle, addrefled many years ago to the duke of 
Chandos, by my friend, Dr. Cowper §, which might pafs for an 
encomium on the latter, if he had made a proper application of 
his wit and fine genius, 


‘¢ Good-natur’d wit a talent is from heaven, 
For nobleft purpofes to mortals given :; 





wo 


¢ ® Now lord Mansfeld. 

¢ + Ofthe court of exchequer, only fon of Dr. Arbuthnot. 

« ~ He furvived Mr. Pope not above ten days. 
-€ § Son of judge Cowper, then re¢étor of Berkhamftead, Hert- 
fordihire, and one of his majelty’s chaplains. 
Studious 
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Studious to pleafe, it feeks not others harm, 
Cuts but to heal, and fights but to difarm. 

it chears the fpirits, fmooths the anxious brow, 
Enlivens induftry, and chafes woe ; 

In beauteous colours drefles home-fpun truth, 
And wifdom recommends to heedlefs youth ; | 
At Vice it points the ftrongeft ridicule, 

And thames to virtue every vicious fool ! 

Like you, my lord, it all mankind invites, 

Like you inftricts them, and like you delights.” 


‘ It is impoffible to write a letter now, withdut tingturing the 
ink with tar-water. This isthe common topic of difcourfe botir 
among the rich and poor, high and low; and the bithop of Cloyne 
has made it. as fafhionable as going to Vauxhall or Ranelagh. Dr. 
Carlton (a phyfician, who lives in the duke of ,Bedford’s famiby) 
thinks it may be ufeful in feveral cafes, but diflikes the bithop’s 
manner Of preparing it, in which he thinks the infafion: of tar 
much too ftrong. However, the faculty in general, and the whole 
poffe of apothecaries, are very angry both with the author and the 
book, which makes many people fufpect it is a good thing. All 
that F know of it is, that it has relieved. two of my friends from 
ftubborn coughs; at leaft, they themfelves think fo. 

* IT have undertaken to be editor of the work * mentioned in 
thefe propofals fortwo reafons; , 

‘ Firft, I eeally think it worthy the view of the public ; and the 
effays, in particular, filled with curious and ungommon thoughts ; 
and, 

‘ Secondly, I hope the publication may be of fome feryice to a, 
very good woman, in the decline of life, and ong of the beit of 
daughters ft. 

‘ Ina letter from a correfpondent at York, are thefe words: 

** Our worthy diecefan is now at Bifhop Thorp, and every day 
rifing in the efteem of this extenfive county. The clergy and 
Jatty feem. to yie with one another in their affection towards 
him.” ! 

* The former part of this letter.was written» before Mr. Pope's 
will was printed, It feems be was under an odd perplexity about 
extreme unction. If he did not receiye it, it would difguft the 
catholics; if he did, and fhould recover, his, proteftant friends 
would rally him. It is likely he thought.of it, as Auguftys of Po- 
Jand did of his bead-roll, Ce? une bagatelle, 

‘Tam, 


My Lord, &e. Ww. D. 


The three fubfequent letters contains fomeijuft remarks on 
the writings of lord Bolingbroke, 3 





‘ * « Poems on feveral occafions, and two critical eflays, viz. the 
firft on the harmony, variety, and power of numbers, whether in 
profe or verfe, and the other on the numbers of Paradife Lott; 
(written at the defire of Mr. Richardfon the painter) in one volume 
quarto, by Mr. Samuel Say.” Thefe eflays have been much ap- 
proved by the beft judges. _Mr.Say was a diffenting minifter in 
Weltminfters He died in 1744. 

‘ + Now married to Mr, Toms, a diffenting minifter, at Had- 
feigh, im Suffolk, ~~~ e. hous 

hin 5 . ‘LET- 
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‘LETTER XLIII. 


‘ Dear Sir, Croydon-houfe, OSt. 16, 1754. , 

¢ I hall be very glad to fee the work of your fummer’s medi- 
fation, and if you defire it, will fubmit it to a friend’s perufal 5 
though I had rather be excufed doing that, for the reafon which 

outuggeft, it being very likely, that the perfon I would chufe to 
truft may poffibly engage in the caufe himéelf.. What you are 
about, is quite out of the way of the following reflection, which I 
am led to make by knowing, that feveral weak pens are at work 
upon Bolingbroke. I own, I have my fears on this head, that more 
harm may bedone than good. Lord Bolingbroke, as you juftly obe 
ferve, is ob{cured in a cloud of unintelligible metaphyfics, in many 

arts of his work is dark and obfcure, and deiulfory throughout ; 
as no confiftent fyftem ; is moft tirefomely long; his mifchievous 
tenets, fome of them abfurd, (as the denial of final caufes, &c.) 
and the peifon of his book fo diluted, that it cannot, I think, do 
much hurt. But.if injudicious writers fet themfelves to extract the 
eflence of it, and draw all his fire (an igus fatuus as it lies) to a 
focus, the remedy fhould be very ftrong, and the operator an able 
- chymift, to prevent its doing mifchief, This work fhould not be 
trufted to bunglers. , 

‘ Befides, the people in danger from lord Bolingbroke’s writings, 
are the loofe and the wits, who will never fit down to read grave 
and folid anfwers. Irony and joke, in the literary way, are the 
only means to deal with him, and one cannot help wifhing, that 
the age which produced lord Bolingbroke had ptoduced fuch an 
sntagonift-wit as Mr. Bayle was, who could render him ridiculous 

_while-he confuted him. Dr. Warburton, you fee, attempts this ; 
and, if he had more delicacy, it would be with more fuccefs. How-~ 
ever, there are many excellent things in his fecond letter, and I 
think he has expofed his reafonings well upon the moral nature of 
the-Deity. ‘Here your plan will coincide with him; and, though 
I know. your heart and your talents, you will not be offended, if I 
fay, that you will combat the better, for attacking in the armouy 
ef Cicero, ¢ Iam, dear fir, : 

§ Your affured friend, 


Tuo. Canraur, 
‘LETTER XLIV. 


¢ Mr. Duncombe to Archbifhop Herring. 
¢ My Lord, -Frith-ftreet, Nov. 16, 1754. 


*¢ The argument of Ralbus, &c. was left at Lambeth-houfe about 
a fortnight ago, and, I hope, is in your hands. 
¢ The objection arifing trom the il! morals of fome who oppofe 
lord Bolingbroke’s principles, was made bya noble lord *, a friend 
of his, who feemed fatisfied with the anfwer given. 
‘ I fuppofe your grace could not overlook the compliment lord 
Bolingbroke pays yoy f, vol, i, p. 402. 
: | _ * I 
«* The earl of Corke. 


$+ The whole paffage is as follows: ‘I will crayon out a pic- 
. ture in imitation of thofe which Cleanthes ufed to draw, when’ he 











‘difputed againft the partizans of volupty. Let all good Chriftians, 
$9 denote their goodnels and the juitice of God, be fat and ine 
SWissmoa Site J ais y li 6 
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* It ts impoffible to read-thatpaflage without a {mile ; and yet, i¢ 
Addifon’s obfervations be jult,that all legitimate wit muft be foung 
ed on.truth,” that piture! (though drawn with fpirit) will not bear 
the teft of her piercing light ; for the joys which the Chriftian re. 
ligion promifes, are of a pure and fpiritual nature, not fenfualj and — 
fhe is no more refponfible for the mifconduét of fome of-her profeffors 
whether clergy or laity, than natural religion for the life and con. 
verfation of Jord Bolingbroke. : | 

‘ Ifthe chaff were to be winnowed from his principles, fome good 
corn would be left.in the van, His remarks on the ufurpations of 
the bifhops of Rome, and the {candalous abufe of abfolutions: and 
indulgences, are trong and juft. His Meditation (vol. v, p. 339 
and feq.) is, ex hypothe, rational, I had almoft faid, pious. That 
Cicero really believed a future ftate, may be more probably col- 
lecied, as Mr, Rofs obferves, from a fhort paffage in one of his 
epiitles, than from his philofophica! works . Tcmpus ef nos de illé 
perpetua jam, non de hac exjguad vita, cogitare. Ad, Altic. x. 8. 

* The view of lord Bolingbroke’s. philofophy, in the laft Gen. 
tleman’s. Magazine, p. 475, was drawn up by Mr. Hawkefworth. 
It is right mm the main, but, I think, not quite fairly ftated in one 
or two articles. 

* I was pleafed to fee the criticifm on Fitz-Ofborn, (ib. p. 426.) 
~ by the fame hand. Nee lax eft juftior ulla, &c.. | 

‘ Lhavelately commenced an acquaintance with a fellow of the 
Royal Society, Dr. Maty; aman of learning and genius, He pub- 

‘hithes every two months, at the Hague, uxe feuille volante, (as the 
French phrafe it) entitled, Journal Britannique. He has continued 
it five years. In his laf{ number, there isan ingenious elogium on 
Dr. Mead. The. memoirs were communicated to him by Dr. Birch, 
In his s2th and 13th tomes, he has given an account of Mr, 
Lowth’s leétures, De facra poef Hebreorum, and of Mr, Browne's 
Latin poem, 

‘ At the conchofion of his journal for Sept. and Oct.'1753, p. 239, 
where he gives a fhort account of the three volumes of Mr. Jortin’s 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, I fiad the following words: 

“* Il fuffira de copier ce.que l'autearcen dit lui-méme dans lepitre 
dedicatoire, pleine de force & de fentiment, qu’il addreffe a ce pre- 
lat, aufh favant qu’aimable, qui, elevé a la premiere place & de 
Veglife &de lVetat, fe montre ami de tons ceux qui font de la paix, 
de lettres, & de vertu.” . 


ont 


like canons in: the Lutrin. Let them be feated on thrones, with 
diadems on their, heads, feeptres in-their hands, and purple robes 
on their thoulders. Let the Virtues, like fo many Cupids in Al- 
bano’s piétures, run about the landfcape, bufy in the fervice of their 
maiters. Let juftice Jead the wicked like flaves, with retorted arms 
and downcalt eyes, to their footftools, Let Temperance ferve py- 
vamids of ortolans and brimmers of Tokay on their, tables. Let 
Moderation offer, and they receive, facks filled with gold and filver, 
and bafkets full of diamonds and rubies. In the-midf and front of 
the piece, ‘let the great Lama of the Eaft be placed on. a higher 
throne than the reft, if it be fent to fome Tartarean temple; his 
ounger brother. of the Weft, if it be fent to St. Peter’s church, at 
ome; his.grace of Canterbury, or my lord.of London, if it be fent 
to Sts Paul's; and Luther, or Calvin, if it. be fent to any other re- 
ligious aflembly.in: thefe parts of the world.” This, however, if 
jt-can be called “a compliment,” feems paid rather to the ftation 
than to the man, otis 
a 
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¢ One would imagine the doctor had been perfonally acquainted 

with this arcnithon, by his drawing fo true a picture of him. Af- 
ter quoting the pallage, (which is indeed an‘excellent one) he con- 
cludes thus, ‘ Le ficle, o& un ecclefiaftique tient ce langage, & ot 
a atchevéque l’aurorife 4 le.tenir, ne feroit il pas celui ow la be- 
qicré doit fe repandre, & la charité unir de nouveau tous tes 
hommes ?"” | 

_ € The doftor is in eafy circumftances, and knows nothing of 
- Yny mentioning his name here. He was born in the province of 
f ‘Direcht. J am, &C., 


F W. DuNcomBE. 
‘LET TER XLV. 


¢ Dear Sir, Croydon-houfe, Nov. 17, 1754. 


_ #Ireturn your papers, and beg your pardon for, not doing it 
fooner.; but, in very truth, I have not had timeto peruf them ‘till 
within thefe two or three days. | 

‘ As to your tranflation, I have not compared it with the orj- 
ginal, but, wpon my beft memory of that incomparable book, and 
by your exact choice of words, connected fenfe, and {moothhefs 
of periods and cadence, I believe you, have done juftice to the 
author. 

‘ What your own compofitions carry with them) is extreme 
clear, and bears evident marks of good reafoning and an honef 
heart, very Jaudably apprehenfive of mifchievous tonfequences to 
religion, truly fuch, from the diffolute writings of this unhappy 
man ; but whether, all things confidered, it wall be right for you 
to publifh this piece, 1 have my doubts, and you fhall have my rea- 
fons for them; they are but two. 

¢ x. The arguments of Lucilius. are moft unqueftionably fine and 
Briking ; but of a fort, that have been carried fo. much further by 
our own philofopbers; {6 ‘much more minute and full, and ap- 
plied to the objections of atheifm, particularly by Mr. Boyle, Dr. 
Barrow, Mr. Ray, and others, that I think, after them, Cicere 
mutt come in for a fecond place, without any diminution of his cha- 
racter, He faw more than any of his time, but the philofophers £ 
{peak of, ftood upon his fhoulders. : 

«2. Agtothe part of the bdok, which is, properly and fri&ily,, 

our own, you will confider whether the argument is not already 
in very able hands; and whether, if you think fit.to embark in 
the controverfy, you ‘fhould not ftrike into a larger and more exteg- 
five courfe.of reafoning. Ido not flatter you, when I fay; that fo 
far as you have gone, you have done well; and one thing Iam fure 
of, from the fpecimen before me, that you will, if ,you.go,ever-fe 
far into the fubject, keép up to candour and good manners, on 
- fuch gravity, as becomes a fefious man. When [faid in my formé 

letter, that. “I was gladto find you difpofed-to combat withaht 
arms ef Cicero,” I. thought your. purpofe was’ to have interwoven 
yous argumentations againft Bolingbroke’s works, with the, trank- 
ation of Lucilius, fo that it fhould Mere appeared as one connected 

~ piece, : Pe a 
‘ I wrote the fecond page of this letter yefterday, but was ftopped. 

i have this morning recetved yours of the r6th inftant, for Which 
. Twould thank you, if your friendthip for me did not carry you'inee 

fo many polite ways of complimenting me; but as 1.do.not meaif to 

umpeach your fincerity, but tocheck your good-natured zeal ine mee 
wi 
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I will ftill thank you. Indeed, I overlooked the paffage you mesa 
tion, whether it be compliment or irony. I have, on one occafion, 
fome yearsago, treated Bolingbroke with civility, of which he madé 
a polite acknowledgment: But, as he appears now, I am equally 
unfeeling of his cenfure and ,his praife. Compliments from him 
would be the very reverfe of laudari a laudato viro. | 

‘ Tam quite in your way of thinking. I could, I think, form ex- 
traéts ‘from lord Bolingbroke, that would do honouf to the human 
underftanding: but the wort of it is, all thofe things are copied ; he 
plays the Jefuit with them, and -puts on the form of an angel,’ fo 
do the work of -the devil. He wrefts the arms of our reformers out 
of their hands, and the artillery which they ufed againft popery, he 
tries toturn againtt religion in general: 

‘ I do.not-often fend you poetry, but I now inclofe you a very 
old * fong, in fimplicity of, fentiment, not ftyle, which, I am fure, 
will pleafe you, whether you have or have not feen it before. 


¢ Your affured friend, 
‘ THo. CANTAUR.’ 


In an Appendix the editor has fubjoined feveral piecés al- 
lnded to in the foregoing” correfpondence; the principal of 
which are, ten letters between M, de la Motte and archbifhop 
Fenelon, on La Motte’s tranflation of the Iliad, in 1712, 17143 
Remarks on lord Bolingbrooke’s notion of a God, and the 
arguments of Balbus, the ftoic, in proof of the being, the 
wifdom, power, and goodnefs of God, tranflated from Cicero’s 
treatife de Natura Deorum, lib. ii.: by Mr. Duncombe. | 

There are many indications of good fenfe, and rational 
piety in the archbifhop’s letters: but few exertions of in- 
genuity. : | 





=" 


The Chronicle of Bngland. Vol. I. From the Arrival of Julius 
Cefar to the End of the Saxon Heptarchy. By Jofeph Strutt. 
4to. 155. boards, _Shropfhire. 


P\N a former occafion Mr, Strutt prefented the public with 

an account of the manners and cuftoms of the ancient 
inhabitants of England, in a work intitled, Horda Angel-cyn- 
nan, in’which he difcovered great extent of inveftigation +. 
But he has now engaged in a fpecies of compofition where 
higher, talents. than .thofe of labour:and unwearied patience 
are requifite to obtain the -applaufe of his readers. In re- 
fearches into’antiquity, the attention is f much occupied with 
the venerable obje&s brought to light, that the manner in 
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< @ « Away, let nought to love difpleafing,” &c. See it 10 
Dodfley’s colleétion, vol. iv.’ | gee 
oi ft See Crit, Rev. vol. xli. p. 54. | 
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which they are exhibited becomes am ebje& of inferior regard. 
The cafe, however, is widely different in refpe& “of hiftorical 
narrative, In,this fpecies of compofition, a more polifhed 
fiyle is: neceflary,iand the mind of the reader ought to be 
elevated, as well as informed. © Indéed the multiplicity of pro- 
dudtions publithed of late years on the fubje& of Britith hif 
tory, might, we fhould imagine, have been. fufficient to deter: 
the author of the prefeat. work from adding to the number of 
thofe writers, efpecially asthe plan, in which this ‘Chronicle: 
differs. from moft, other hiftories, had been anticipated in 
that of Dr. Henry. . The apology spleaded by Mr. Strutt is, 
that, too little care has generally been taken in the delineation 
of the manners and genius of the people, which defe& it was 
therefore. his intention in .this):work to fupply. But the end 
in view might doubtlefs have'been anfwered, without entering 
into. any detail of the civil or éccleftaftical.wanfattions of the 
ancient inhabitants of England. | 

Before we offer any remarks, it will be proper to fubmit. to 
our readers the exordium, with which the. author ; has thong bs 
proper to introduce the hiftorical narrative. 


« Now had Cafar with conqueft run through’ Gaul, ove the 
defined. time! was come, in whtich the ancient ichabiehdts of this 
ifland fhouid be found emerging to public view from theit long 
and-lamentable obfcurity, From Cefar we difcover the firt 
tranfient glances of their government, habits; and- manners. 
Rude. indeed andsunpolifhed;: yet brave ‘and! hafdy; blinded 
with fuperftition and clouds of error, yet hofpitable and ge- 
‘nerous; -.is - chis pengemnie picture of Britain’s ancient “inha- 
bitants. - gti ¥ 

‘ If there were ever oF earlier accounts of Britain than thofe 
which Cefar has given, they are now unhappily loft to the pres 
fent; age :+-her kings, her:sheroes, and’thevatts of her noble- 
men, aré.clean wiped ‘out from the rolls of antiquity ; nor have 
wethe leat light: left; by which we might -difcover even the 
faintett. traces of their exiftence; The'artful merchants, as well 
Pheenicians :as» Greeks (who! traded ‘hither. for’ tin*and “other 
- valuable metals) held not only the defcription of ‘the people 
_ decret, -buteven kept from public knowledge the firuation of 
the ifle itfelfin) 2 
|. Lamenting then the: want of more> ancient records, proceed 
«we to a-faithful examination of ‘thofe which we" are ie tes of, 
and which may be deemed authentic.’ 


This paffige i is evidently marked with an afeSation of comm 
which, befides being ill fupported, has proved unfavourable to 
juftnets of fentiment, as,well.as to perfpicuity... The turn 
the beginning of the fentence is .unfuitable to hiftory ; s atthe 
fame time. that the teprefenting Cefar as: runnieg through, in- 
fodk: ficad 
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ftead of having’ over-ran, Gaul, cotiveys a very 1udicrotd 
image. It is not obvious that the obfturity of the Britons aé 
. this»period could juitly be) confidered as /amentable, when thé 
occafion of their emerging! ftom it, was a hoftile itivafion of 
the Romans," We. may 'likewife .obferve, that Mr. Strutt hag 
a€tually applied to Cafar’s Commentaties that blindine& which 
he meant to imipute to the ancient: inhabitants of ttis ‘country. 
Aé to the phrafe of clean wiped out, we are of opinion, that 
it’ ought to have been treated in’ the fame mantier: In a 
few pages afterwards; we meet with the following fentetice 
_* Thefe words were received with repeated -c/amours of applaufe 
and approbation, and fuch was their happy effédt, that glory 
glowed in every Britifh, breaft.?. That we may not be fufpeGed 
of invidioufly infinuating that the whole narrative is equally 
disfigured with blemithes; we fhall; as 4 fpecimen, prefent our 
feaders with the fubfequent paflage, where the faults are only @ 
few redundancies; ; | 
‘ The joyful Britons quickly appointed a’ réfidence for their 
newcome'friends, refigning to them the iflé of Thariet. And 
now, becaufe the Scets and Pi&s were continiing their hoftilities 
inthe. north, Vortigern iotreated his allies to take the field 
againf them. and they, defirous of thewing their-valour, by 
fome great exploit, readily agreed to his propofal; wherefore; 
joining their forces with the Britifh army, they prefently began 
their march towards the foe, who were now advanted as far a8 
Stamford,. in Lincolnfhire, where. the two armies met, and a 
fharp engagement enfued.s. but: through thecvalour and condu& 
of the auxiliary Saxons, a complete vidtory.-was ‘obtained; and 
the northern ravagers were put to flight with prodigious 
flaughter. . This important conqueft gained ‘the Saxons fuch 
great. -credit with Vortigern, and the whole» community of the 
Britons, that they. looked upon them) .asitheir guardian an< 
gels, fent from heaven; to fuccourthem >in their diftrefs. 

‘ Hengift and Horfafeem, from their firft-fetting. out from 
Germany;; to,have formed the ¢efign of fettling themfelves in 
Britain ;.and now, perhaps, the fertile and pleafane appearance 
of the country, as wellias. the. anwarlike difpofition’of the in- 
shabitants,; were -the grand and. isrefiflible temptations which 

"confirmed gt once their former intentions. Secing*how high 
they, food'ia the favour of the king, vand the people im general, 
their next flep.was with fmooth and guilefal fpeeches, ‘under 


‘the mafk of found friendftiip, to ‘prevail upon them ‘to invite 2 
fecond band of troops from Germany ; by whofe affiftance they 
- dpdight Be'dble to fecure the kingdom from all its’ enemies, and 
cpyaife its peace’ upon a lafting bafis. Allured by the tempting 
— of eafe and quiethefs, the “heediefs Britons readily en- 
tered into the fubtle propofals of the’ Saxohs : and accordingly 
shefiengets were inftantly difpatched'by the brother chiefs to 
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their native land, inviting their friends and relations to come 
over into Britain, and partake with them the fpoil of the 
country. | 

‘ Fired at the animating found of war, and eager for the plun- 
der, the valiant German youth affembled together, and accepted 
of the fair invitation from ‘Britain, with fierce and clamorous 
aeclamations of joy: they flocked from every quarter, and 
uniting together in a large company, embarked on board fixteen 
fhips; when, loofing the flying fails, they chearfully fet for- 
ward on their voyage, following the fortune of the two warlike 
brothers, and big with the expectations of their future rewards. 
On their arrival in Britain, they were received with open arths 
by their countrymen, and foon made acquainted with the pro- 
mifing profpett which lay before them. With this lait warlike 
band, came Rowena, the daughter of Hengift, who was a young 
fprrghtly damfel, in the: full bloom of her beauty, of which the 
pofefied an uncemmon fliare. -The Britith king no fooner faw 
this lovely virgin, than he was fo deeply enamoured with her 
erfon, that, regardlefs of his fame, or the dangers which were 
kely to arife from fuch an impredent ftep, he refolved to take 
her to his bed ; wherefore, gaining the confent of her father, 
contrary to the advice of his chief friends, he inftantly made her 
his wife; and this a€tion was the more juftly cenfured by the 
murmuring Britons, becaufe fhe was of a foreign ftock, and alfo 
aheathen. Hengift overjoyed at the advancement of his for- 
tune, and now grown more bold in his demands, petitioned the 
king to grant him a larger quantity of land, for the refidence 
of himfelf and his army, than what had been hitherto allowed 
for them. His petition was inftantly complied with, and all 
Kent was given into his hands. Though thefe proceedings of 
the king were in the higheft fenfe diftatteful to the people, yet 
all their remonftrances were in vain; for Hengift and his fol- 
lowers continually gained gfound in his favour, and every day 
advanced their footing in the land. 
~ © The Saxons perceiving that the eyes of the Britons began to 
open upon their defigns, and finding their murmurs continually 
increafed, refolved at once to fecure their fortune, and refo- 
lutely hold the territories which they now poffefied: but be- 
caufe they did not think themfelves fufficiently ftrong as yet, to 
enter into.open. hoftilities with the Britons, Hengilt ooce more 
had recourfe to his fubtle perfuafion ; intimating to the king, 
that if he would permit him_to fend frefh meffengers into Ger- 
many, he would invite his brother Oa, and his fon Ebuila, to 
come over into Britain, and bring with them a powerful frein- 
forcement ; adding further, that through their afliftance, the 
Britith dominions might be greatly extended, by the entire con- 
queft and fubjugation of the Scots and Piés. The profpeét of 
extending his rule, without the trouble of conduding a tedious 
‘war, was fo flattering to the lazy ambition of Vortrgern, that 


_ he prefently confented to the propofal of the guileful Saxon, and 
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empowered him to fend again into Germany for aid. Meffen- 

ers were quickly difpatched, and agreeable to the invitation of 

cogil, the two chiefs embarked with their army, and coaft- 
ing about Britain, arrived at the Orkney iflands, where they 
landed, and did much mifchief; paffing from thence into 
Northumberland, they fettled there; where they continued for 


a long time, not as an-independent ftate, but as fubjedts to the 
kings of Kent.’ 


In refpeé& of fidelity, Mr. Strutt’s narrative appears to 
greater advantage. The moft valuable part of the work, 
however, relates to the Britifh antiquities, which the author, 
as an excellent artift, has frequently illuftrated with good en- 
_ gravings. Before we conclude, it is neceflary to obferve, that 
this volume of the Chronicle is divided into three general parts ; 
the firft of which comprifes the civil and military hiftory; the 
fecond, ecclefiaftical; and the third, that of the manners, 
arts, genius, &c. of the people. 





° “2 


A Voyage towards the South Pole, and round the World. Per-~ 
formed in his Majefly’s Ships the Refolution and Adventure in 

_ the Years 1772, 17732 1774, and 1775. Written by James 
Cook,. Commander of the Refolution, In tewo vols, gto, 
24, 2s. Cadell. 


A Voyage round ibe World, in bis Britannic Majefy’s Sloop, Refo- 
lution, commanded by Captain James Cook, during the Years 
1772, 35 4, and 5. By George Forfter, F. R.S. Tave 
Volumes, ato. 2/, 2s. White, Robfon, Elmfly, and Robinfon. 
(Concluded from page 303.) 


¥N the Reviews for March and April we began our remarks 
on Mr. Forfter’s account of this interefting voyage, An- 
other hiftory of the fame expedition has fince appeared, written, 
as it fhould feem, by the commander of the Refolution, This laft 
is decorated with fixty-three copper-plates ; whereof fourteen 
are charts and plans; feven arereprefentations of boats, weapons, 
and utenfils ; five are_ filled with fubje&s of natural hiftory ; 
¢ighteen are portraits of the-natives of various iflands; and 
‘nineteen are views and Jandfcapes. The portraits, views, and 
landfcapes are elegantly engraved by the moft eminent artifts, 
and were taken on the fpot by Mr. Hodges, a painter, fent out 
in the Refolution by the board of admiralty: his perform 
ances bear fuch marks of genius, Judgment, and tafte, as to de- 
ferve general commendation. Two heads of O-Mai, Otago, and 
-of the Tierra del Fuego Man, are drawn with fpirit ; and that 
.. of the Eafter Iilander engraved by Bartolozzi, has a cha- 
: racter 
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ta&er which would do honour to the beft Italian matter. 
Among the views, the landings at ‘Tanna and Middleburgh 
Mand, do the greateft honour to the artift in point of 
defign ; the latter is well grouped, and it is pity fo ex- 
cellent a piece fhould lofe its merit by its deviation from 
the coftume; on which account Mr. Forfter has cenfured it 
in his narrative, vol. i. p. 427. In other pieces Mr. Hodges 
has not been equally fuccefsful. The prints render the 
work of captain Cook very interefting even at firft fight 5 
but one great defe& is the omiffion of proper references 
to them in the text: there is only a direétion to the binder, 
without which we fhould be wholly at a lofs where to place 
them. Mr. Forfter, on the contrary, frequently refers to thofe 
plates, and with great encomiums, accompanied fometimes 
with what appear to be impartial ftri€tures. The charts are 
in general indifferently engraved, except thofe executed by 
Whitchurch: fome likewife feem to be unnecefflary, particu- 
larly that of Port Praya, which has been better drawn by fe- 
veral geographers. The general chart, containing the whole 
of the fouthern hemifphere, is rendered almoft unfit for ufe, by 
the confufed multitude of tracks of former voyagers ; many of 
which might well have been omitted, as they are by no means 
fufficiently afcertained. We are extremely furprifed, on a 
clofer examination, to find this chart conftru&ed with a degree 
of inaccuracy and careleffnefs, which we did not expect from 
captain Cook. How could that ingenious navigator be fo igno- 
rant of the fituation of Valparaifo, as to place it within the 
tropic of Capricorn, when it lies upwards of nine degrees of 
latitude more to the fouth ! How could he mifplace the iflands of 
Bolabola, Otaha, and Tubai, which he himfelf had difcover- 
ed! or, towards the clofe of the eighteenth century, lay down 
‘the Moluccas from a Quarter-Waggoner * ! 

Having taken notice of the plates, we now proceed to the 
‘other contents of thefe volumes. A general introduétion is 
prefixed to them in lieu of a preface, containing an account 
of former navigators and difcoverers. We recollect to have 
feen a fimilar enumeration in feveral books publithed of late 
years, on the fubje& of the South Sea; and cannot think the 
author has the leaft excufe for inferting it again in this place. 
A differtation follows, on the choice of fhips moft proper for 
voyages of difcovery, wherein fuch as are built for the coai- 
‘trade obtain the preference. ‘The number of perfons on board 
both fhips (the Refolution, and the Adventure) is next enu- 
merated, and fome account given of the equipment, particu. 


? An old nautical book fo called. : 
Bb2 larly 
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larly of the ‘ extra-articles,’ .in the following, order; malt, 
four-krout, falted cabbage, portable broth, faloup, muftard, 
marmalade of carrots, infpiffated juice of wort.and. beer, the 
frame of a fmall veffel, fithing-nets and lines, additional 
cloathing, a landfcape-painter, botanifts, and aftronomers. 
Captain Cook clofes this .long-introduétion with. a remark, 

that, being on the point of failing on a third voyage, he has 
left his manufcript to the care of fome friends, who have un- 
dertaken to corred the prefs; and.have paid him the compli- 
ment to.think that his own words are preferable to. thofe of 
another perfon. He finally defires the reader. will excufe the 
inaccuracies of his ftyle, and.confider him ‘.as a plain man, 
zealoufly exerting himfelf in the fervice of his country, and 
determined to give the belt account.he is able of his proceed- 
ings.’ He grounds his claim to indulgence on his igno- 
yance of letters ;- but how can the confcioufnefs of inability be- 
come the motive for undertaking a work of fuch length and 
jmportance ?——Ne /utor ultra crepidam ! 

At the, end: of the narrative, the fecond volume contains 
eleven nautical ‘ tables of the route of the Refolution and Ad- 
venture.’. The date, latitude, longitude, variation of the 
compafs, thermometer, barometer, winds, weather, and other 
remarks are there difpofed in columns. -Thefe are followed 
by a copious vocabulary of the language of the Society Ifles, 
with rules for | its pronunciation, and a fynoptic table, exhi- 
biting about forty words in all the different languages {poken 
in the South fea, as obferved in the voyage. At the end of this 
we fing a letter from the fecretary. of thé. board of longitude to 
fir John Pringle, Bart, P. R. S. requefting leave to reprint his 
fpeech to the Royal Saciety on prefenting captain Cook with 
fir Godfrey Copley’s medal; and his fpeech accordingly clofes 
the volume. We fhalil content ourfelves with obferving that 
this Appendix looks like the artifice of a ‘ profeféd book- maker,’ 
to fwell. out the volumes to a tolerable fize, efpecially as the 
narrative part does not. amount, to more than one. moderate 
_yolume. 

Having feen the. tables of the route of both fhips, at the 
end of the work, we naturally expected that all nautical mat- 
ters, fo generally tedious and uninterelting, would he firuck 
out of the narrative, and that this would proceed without in- 
terruption, containing valuable fa&is to engage our continual 
attention. We were, however, utterly miftaken in that hope; 
and it fhould appear that peculiar pains had been employed to 
_exercife the reader's patience, by Tepeating and enlarging 
throughout. the narrative, whatever is contained in the tables, 
and by throwing in fupernumerary details relative. to tacking, 
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_-té fetting, reefing, or furling the fails, to bearings of land, 
and the like. Thefe particulars, to the great difappointment 
of every lover of real knowledge, fill at leaft one fourth of the 
whole narrative. The account of the going of the watches or 
time-pieces, for finding the longitude at fea, and the details 
of every aftronomical obfervation, likewife take up very con- 
fiderable room; fo much the lefs remains for matters of more 
entertainment to the generality of readers. 

Captain Cook, after giving an abftract of his inftrudtions, 
relates his departure from Plymouth; and flightly pafiing over 
his ftay at Madeira, St. Jago, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
haftens to defcribe his firft cruize in fearch of a fouthern con- 


tinent. Asa fpecimen of the ftyle of this part of the work, 
we fhall here fubjoin a fhort extract. 


© At eight o'clock in the morning of the 3d, being tn the lati- 
tude of 48° 56’ fouth, longitude 6° 47’ eaft, and upwards of 3° to 
the eaft of the meridian, of Mauritius, I began to defpair of finding 
Jand to the eaft ; and as the -wind had now vered to the north, re- 
folved to fearch for it to the weft. I accordingly tacked and ftood 
to the weft with a frefh gale. “This increafed in fuch a manner, 
that, before night, we were reduced to our two courfes ; and, at 
lait, obliged to lie to under the fore-fails, having a prodigious high 
fea from W.N. W., notwithftanding the height of the gale was 
from. N. by W. At three o’clock the next morning, the gale 
abating, we made fail, and continued to ply to the weft till ten o'clock 
in the morning of the fixth. 

‘ At this time, being in the latitude of 48° 6 fouth, longitude 
58° 22/ eaft, the wind feemingly fixed at W.N. W., and feeing no 
figns of meeting with land, I gave over plying, and bore away eaft 
a little foutherly: being fatisfied, that if. there is any land here- 
about, it can only be an ifle of no great extent. And it was 
juft as probable I might have found it to the ea(t as weft. 

‘ While we were plying about here we took every opportunity to 
obferve the variation of the compafs, and found it to be from 27° 50/ 
to 30° 26’ weft. Probably the mean of the two extremes, vizs 29°4/, is 
the neareft the truth, as it nearly agrees with the variation obferved 
‘on board the Adventure. In making thefe obfervations, we found 
that, when the fun was on the ftarboard fide of the fhip, the va- 
Fiation was the leaft ; and, when on the larboard fide, the greateft. 
This was not the firft time we had made this obfervation, without 
being able to account for it. At four o’clock in the morning of the 
yth, I made the Adventure’s fignal to keep at the diftance of four 
miles on my ftarboard beam ; and continued to fteer E.S.E. This 
being a fine day, I had all our men’s bedding and cloaths fpread on 
deck to air; and the fhip cleaned and fmoked betwixt decks. At 
noon I fteered a point more to the fouth, being then in the latitude 


of 48° 49’ fouth, longitude 61° 48/ eaft. At fix o’clock in the evene | 


ng, I called in the Adventure ; and, at the fame time took feveral 
azimuths, which gave the variation 31° 28 weft. Thefe obfery- 
ations could not be taken with the greateft accuracy, on account of 
‘the rolling of the fhip, occafioned by avery high wefterly fwell. 

. © The preceding evening three Port Egmont hens were-feen ; this 
morning another appeared, In the evening, and feveral times in 
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the night penguins were heard ; and at day-light, in the morning: 
of the 8th, feveral of thefe were feen; and diveis of two forts,. 
feemingly fuch as are ufually met with on the coaft of England. 
This occafioned us to found ; but we found no ground with a line 
of 210 fathoms. Our latitude now was 49° 53’ fouth, and longi- 
tude 63° 39’ eaft. This was at eight o'clock. By this time the wind 
had veered round by the N.E. to E. blew a brifk gale, and was 
attended with hazy weather, which foon after turned to a thick fog; 
and, at the fame time, the wind fhifted to N. E. 


The account of the ftay at Dufky Bay, and Queen Char- 
Jotte’s Sound, in New Zealand, as well as that of the firft vifit 
to Taheitee and the Society Iflands, contains little more than a 
detail of the tranfations of our countrymen in all thefe places, 
probably becaufe’ Captain Cook looked upon thefe countries 
and their inhabitants as completely known from former ac~ 
counts. We will venture to affirm, that were it not for the 
views which accompany his book, we fhould not have been able 
to form an idea of the appearance and nature of the different 
iflands which he vifited, this point being either entirely omitted, 
or treated in a fuperficial manner. It is likewife in vain that 
we attempt to form a juft conception of the character and 
turn of mind of the nations he faw, from the very fhort 
notes he has left us, which either relate to buying or felling 
provifions, and things of equal moment; or confift of po- 
fitive affertions which we muft take for granted, without hav- 
ing the fatisfa€tion to judge for ousfelves, and to deduce the 
characters of men from the little ftriking incidents which occur 

in their behaviour. 

The fequel of the work is treated in the fame loofemanner. We 
are hurried through the iflands of Middleburg and Amfterdam, 
and obferve nothing more remarkable than a very minute nautical 
defcription of the anchorage, and a particular account of the 
conftruétion of canoes and ornaments, The occurrences of 
the fecond ftay at Queen Charlotte’s Sound. being very briefly 
related ; and the nauticalmancuvres during the following 
cruife in high fouthern latitudes fully commented upon, the 
account of Eafter ifland is completed in a few pages. 

Having broken off our review of Mr. Forfter’s account in 
that part where he fpeaks of Eafter Ifland, we now refume the 
thread of the voyage, and continue our obfervations on both 
his and Captain’ Cook’s narrative at once. In order to do 
each author juftice, and at the fame time to give our readers 
proper information, we fhall afterwards compare their remarks 
wpon the fame fubjects. : 

Frony Eaftér tfland-the voyage was continued to the Mar- 
quefas, difcovered by Spanifh, navigators in 1595, where the 

natives ftrongly refemble the Taheitians. . After a fhort fojourn 
there, 
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there, Captain Cook returned.a fecond time to O-Taheitee, and 
the Society Ifles, leaving there the youth who had been aboard 
his fhip fince the firft vifit, The voyagers had at this time an 
opportunity of viewing the fleet of Taheitee, which is much 
more confiderable than they had at firft fuppofed. They failed 
from the Society. Ifles the 4th of June 1774, and paffing by 
feveral low {pots touched at Rotterdam, one of the Friendly 
Ifles, where they faw the fame people, and met with the fame 
reception as at Middleburg and Amfterdam Iflands. Leaving 
thefe, they failed towards a clufter of ifles formerly feen by 
Quiros the Spanifh, and Bougainville the French navigator, and 
difcovered many others in this group, which had not been feen 
before. They touched at two of them, and found each inha- 
bited by diftin& nations, who {poke different languages from 
any known in the South Seas. At one of thefe ifles, called 
Tanna, they found a burning mountain. After leaving all 
thefe ifles, which extend from 14° to 20° fouth, and which they 
named the New Hebrides, they proceeded ftill farther to the 
S. W. when they fell in with land, to which they gave 
the name of New Caledonia. This country is faid to ree 
femble New Holland both in its outward appearance and pro- 
duétions ; but is inhabited by a race of men wholly different 
in language, manners, and dreffes, from any others in the 
South Sea. Having examined the N. E. coaft of this {pacious 
but barren country, they left it the 1ft of Oftober, and, 
after paffing an uninhabited little ifle, arrived at Queen Char- 
lotte’s Sound the third time. Here Captain Cook found veiti- 
ges of the Adventure having been in the harbour after his 
departure, and was fatisfied with regard to her fafety. Having 
refitted his fhip, he prepared, on the s:oth of November, to 
crofs the whole South Sea, over to the coaft of Tierra del Fue- 
go, or the extremity of South America, which he performed in 
fomething more than five weeks, though the intermediate 
{pace of fea exceeds 1500 leagues. ‘The voyagers found a con- 
venient harbour on Tierra del Fuego, where they paffed their 
Chriftmas, and faw fome miferable objects, the natives of this 
bleak and defolate country, After doubling Cape Horn, they 
paffed through Le Maire’s Strait, and touched at fome fimall 
ifles on the coaft of Staten Land, where they found feals, and fea- 
lions, which they killed in abundance. Proceeding foutherly 
from thence, they fell in with an ifland.in 54° fouth latitude, 
which was almoit entirely covered with fnow and ice, and which 
was named the ifle of Georgia. In one place where they landed 
they found only two plants, fome penguins and feals. At the 
diftance of eight degrees to the eaftward, and of four degrees 
tothe fouthward of this, they found another land of vaft height, 
b 4 confifting 
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confifting of horrid inacceffible rocks, which they called’ Sard. 
wich land. Here the fnow and ice covered every part, except 
a few cliffs clofe to the fea, which is fuppofed to caufe a milder 
temperature in the air, Having left this land they paffed over 
the fpot where M. Bouvet places Cape Circumcifion, which they 
did not find, and then returned to‘the Cape of Good Hope, ta 
re{t from numberlefs fatigues and hardfhips, on the 2:ft of 
March, 1775. They refrefhed there till the 27thwof April, and 
then proceeded by St. Helena, Afcenfion, Fernando Noronha, 
and Fayal to Spithead, where they:anchored, after a voyage of 
three years and eighteen days, with the lofs of only four of theit 
crew, of whom three were killed by accident, and one died of a 
dropfy. 

We ‘fhall now prefent our readers with Captain Cook’s ac- 
count of the attempt which one of the faitors made to efcape 
at O-Taheitee, to which we fhalt fubjoin Mr. Forfter’s obfer- 
vations on the fame occafion. 


© Captain Cook’s Voyage. 

‘ Our treatment at this ifle was fuch as had induced one of our 
gunner’s mates to form a plan to'remain at it. He knew he could 
not execute it with fuccefs while we lay in the bay, therefore took 
the opportunity, as foon as we were out, the boats in, and fails fer, 
to flip overboard, being a good fwimmer. But he was difcovered 
before he got clear of the fhip; and we prefently hoifted a boat out, 
and took him up. A canoe was obferved, about half-way between 
us and.the fhore, feemingly coming after us. She was intended to 
take him up; but as foon as the people in her faw our boat, they 
. kept ata diftance. This was a preconcerted plan between the man 
and them, which Otoo was acquainted with, and had encouraged. 
When I confidered this man’s fituation in life, I did not think him 
fo culpable, nor the refolution he had taken of ftaying here fo ex- 
traordinary, as it may, at firft, appear. He was an frifiman by 
birth, and had failed in the Dutch fervice. I picked him up at Ba- 
tavja On my return from my former voyage, and he had been with 
me ever fince. I never learnt that he had either friends or con- 
‘nexions, to confine him to any particular part of the world, All 
nations were alike to him. Where then could fuch a man be more 
happy than at one of thefe ifles? Where, in.one of the fineft cli- 
mates in the world, he could enjoy not only the receffaries but the 
luxuries of life, ineafe and plenty. I know not if he might not 
have obtained my confent, if he bad applied for it in proper time. 
As foon as we had got him on board, and the boat in, I fieered fer 
Huaheine, in order to pay a vifit to our friends there.’ 


Mr. Forfter’s Voyage. 
> © If we faitly confider the different fituations of a common failor 
on board the Refolution, and of a Taheitian on his ifland; we can- 
not blamethe former, if he attempted to rid himfelf of the num- 
berlefs difcomforts of. a voyage round the world, and preferred an 
eafy life, free from cares, in the’ happieft climate of the world, to 
' ‘the frequent viciffitudes which are entailed upon the mariner. “The 
_amoft favourable profpetts of future fuccefs in England, which “he 
“Tr might 
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-. gdight' form in idea, could never be fo flattering to his fenfes, as the 


lowly hope of living like the meaneft Taheitian. It was highly 

robable, that immediately on his return to England, inftead of in- 
Solging in repofe thofe limbs which had been toffed from pole to 
pole, he ‘would be placed in another fhip, where the fame fatigues, 
no¢turnal watches, and unwholefome food, would ftill fall to his 
fhare ; or though he were allowed to folace himfelf for a few days, 


. - after a long feries of hardfhips, he muft expect to he feized in the 


midft of his enjoyments, and to be dragged an unwilling champion 
to the defence of his country : to be cut off in the flower of his age, 
or to remain miferably crippled, with only half his limtbs, might be 
the alternatives to which he would be reduced. But fuppofing he 
could efcape thefe misfortunes, ftill he muft earn his fubfiftence in 
England, at the expence of labour, and * in the fweat of his brow,” 
when this eldeft curfe on mankind is fcarcely felt at Taheitee. The 
drudgery of our country people is continua!, and their exertion of 
ftrencth very violent. Before they can make the leaf ufe. of corn, 
they muft undergo the various labours of ploughing, reaping, thrath- 
ing, and grinding. They are obliged to cultivate an hundred times 
‘more than they can confume, in order to fupport a breed of ani- 
mals, whofe affiftance in hufbandry is abfolutely neceflary ; and to 
pay for the liberty of tilling the ground, for the articles of drefs in- 
difpenfable in a raw climate; for their tools, and a variety of things, 
which they might eafily make with their own hands, if agricuiture 
‘alone did not engrofs their time and attention. . The tradefman, the 
manufaciurer, the artift, all are obliged to work with equal af- 
fiduity, in order to furnifh the goods, in return for which the far- 
mer gives them bread. How different from this, how indolent is 
the life of the Taheitian! Two or three bread-fruit trees, which 
grow almoft without any culture, and which flourifh as long as he 
himfelf can éxpect to live, fupply him with abundant food during 
three-fourths of the year. The fuperfiuity is fermented and preferv 
ed, as a’ wholefome, nourifhing, and palatable bread, for the re- 
maining months, Thofe plants which require the greateft attend- 
‘ance. at Taheitee, the cloth-trees and eddo roots, are cultivated with 
much lef§ trouble than our cabbages and kitchen-herbs, though 
‘their ufes are infinitely more extenfive. The whole procefs necef- 
fary to plant a bread-tree, is to break’ off a found branch, and ftick 
it inthe ground. The banana, whofe rich clufters feemtoo great a 
Weight forthe herbaceous ftem, annually fhoots afrefh from the 
root. The royal palm, at oncethe ornament of the plain, and a 
‘ufeful gift of nature to its inhabitants; the golden apple, whofe fa- 
lutary effects we have fo ftrongly experienced, and a number of 
Other plants, all thrive with fauch ‘luxuriance, and require fo litthe 
‘trouble, that I may venture to callthem fpontaneous. The manu- 
faéture of drefs is an agreeable paftime for the women, and tbe 
building of houfes and canoes, with ‘the making of tools and arms, 
are occupations which ,become amufing by being voluntary, and in- 
‘tended for the more immediate ufe of the artificers. Moft of their 
days are therefore {pent in, a sound of various enjoyments, in a 
country where nature thas lavifhed many a pleafing land{cape ; 
where the temperature of the air is warm, but continually refrethed 
by a wholefome breeze from the fea; and where the fky is almoft 
_conftantly ferene. This climate, and its falubrious produétions, 
_contribute to the ftrength and the elegance of their form. The 
-.are all well-proportioned, and fome would have been wos Py 
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Phidias or Praxiteles, as models of mafculine beauty. Their fea. 
tures are fweet, and unruffied by violent paffions. Their darge 
eyes, their arched eyebrows, and high forehead, give a noble air to 
their heads, which are adorned by ftrong beards, and a comely 
growth of hair *. Thefe, aswellas their beautiful teeth, are the 
proofs of vigour, and of a found habit of body. The fex, the part. 
hers..of their felicity, are likewife well-formed; their irregular 
charms win the heart of their countrymen, and their unaffected 
fmiles, and a wifh to pleafe, infure them mutual efteem and love, 
A kind of happy uniformity runs through the whole life of the 
Taheitians. They rife with the fun, and haften to rivers and foun- 
tains, to perform an ablution equally reviving and cleanly. They 
pafs the morning at work, or walk about till the heat of the day in- 
creafes, when they retreat to their dwellings, or repofe under fome 
tufted tree. There they amufe themfelves with fmoothing their 
hair, and anoint it with fragrant oils; or they blow the flute, and 
fing to it, or liften to the fongs of the birds. At the hour of noon, 
or a little later, they goto dinner. After their meals they refume 
their domeftic amufements, during which the flame of mutual af- 
fection fpreads in every heart, and unites the rifing generation 
with new and tender ties. The lively jeft, without any ill-nature, 
the artlefs tale, the jocund dance, and frugal fupper, bring on the 
evening ; and another vifit to the river concludes the actions of the 
day. Thus contented with their fimple way of life, and placed in 
a delightful country, they are free from cares, and happy in their 
ignorance.’ 


To the preceding we fhall add another parallel, defcribing 
the charagter of the youth, who made part of the voyage in 
the Refolution, and was left on his native ifland on the 4th of 


june 1774. 
Captain Cook's Voyage. 


* As I could not promife, or even fuppofe, that more Englith thips 
would be fent to thofe ifles, our faithful companion Oedidee chofe to 
remain in his native country. But he left us with a regret fully de- 
monftrative of the efteem he bore to us; nor could any thing, but 
the fear of never returning, have torn him from us. When the 
chief teafed me fo. much about returning, I fometimes gave fuch 
anfwers as left them hopes. Oecdidee would inftantly catch at this, 
take me on one fide, and afk me over again. In fhort, I have not 
words to defcribe the anguifh which appeared in this young man’s 
breaft, when he went away. He looked up at the fhip, burft into 
tears, and then funk down into the canoe. The maxim that a pro- 
phet has no honour in his own country, was never more fully veri- 
fied than in this youth. At O-Taheitee he might have had any 
thing that was in their power to beftow ; whereas here he was not 
in the leaft noticed. He was a youth of food parts, and like moft 
of his countrymen, of a docile, gentle, and humane difpofition ; but, 
in a manner, wholly ignorant of their religion, government, man- 
ners, cuftoms, and traditions ; confequthtly no material knowledge 
could have been gathered from him, had I brought him away. In- 





‘ * It Was been faid by other navigators, that they eradicate the 
hair of the upper-lip, the breaft, and arm-pits ; but this is by no 
means a general cuftom. The chiefs in particular, and the king 


himielf, preferve theix whifkers.” : 
deed, 
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- deed, he would have been a better {pecimen of the nation in every 
refpect than Omai. Juit as Oedidee was going out of the thip, he 
afked me to tatou fome parou for him, in order to thew the com- 
manders,of any other thips which might ftop here. I complied with 
his requett, gave him a certificate of the time he had been with us, 
and recommended him to the notice of thofe who might touch at 
the ifland after me. | 

¢ We did not get clear of our friends till eleven o'clock, when 
we weighed, and put to fea ; but Oedidee did not leave us till we 
were almoft out of the harbour. He ftayed in order to fire fome 
guns: for it being his Majefty’s birth-day, we fired the falute at go. 
ing away.’ 

Mr. Forfter’s Voyage. 

¢ On the fourth of June, about ten in the morning, the king of 
Raietea, Oo-ooroo, to whom the conqueror O-Poonee had left the 
title and honour of royalty, vifited us with fome of his relations, juft 
before our departure, O-Rea with his family was likewife on board, 
and Mahine with his relations came to take their leave. The part- 
ing {cene was extremely affecting ; all our friends thed tears plenti- 
fully, but poor Mahine’s heart feemed torn to pieces by the violence 
of his grief. He ran from cabin to cabin, and embraced every one 
of us, without being able to fpeak a fingle word. His tears, his fighs, 
and looks were eloquent beyond defcription. At laft the thip fet 
fail ; he got into his canoe, and continued ftanding upright, whilft 
all his countrymen were feated. He looked at us, then hung down 
his head, and hid it in his garments. When we had cleared the 
reefs, we ftill perceived him to wave his extended arms ; and he con- 
tinued his addreffes till we could no longer difcern him, 

* Thus we left an amiable nation, who, with all their imperfec- 
tions, are perhaps more innocent and pure of heart, than thofe who 
are more refined and better inftruéted. Without quoting the ex- 
ample of Mahine, we have often been witnefles to reciprocal aéts of 
kindnefs, which convinced us, that the focial virtues are frequently 
exercifed amongft themfelves. I have feen a fingle bread-fruit, or a 
few coco-nuts fhared between a number of people, fo that every one 
partook of them. I have obferved them parting with their cloaths, 
and doing feveral charitable actions to each other, with the fame 
good-will which they expreffed towards us. We fhould indeed be 
ungrateful, if we did not acknowledge the kindnefs with which they 
always treated us; they were ready to carry us on their backs in and 
out of our boats; to prevent the furf from wetting our feet; they 
often loaded themfelves with the curiofities which we had purchaf- 
ed; and rarely refufed to go into the water in queft of any bird 
which we had fhot. If the rain caught us in our excurfions, or the 
heat of the fun and the fatigue of our journey oppreffed us, we were 
invited to repofe in their dwellings, and feafted on their beft.provi- 
fions ; our friendly hoft ftood at a diftance, and never tafted any 
thing till we entreated him; whilft fome of the family were employ - 
ed in fanning us with a leaf, or the bough of a tree. Before we Jefe 
the houfe we were commonly adopted, according to our different 
ages, in the quality of fathers, brothers, or fons. This circumftance 
was owing to an opinion that we were all related. ‘The chiefs in all 
the Society Iflands are defcended from the fame family ; our officers, 
therefore, and all thofe who dined or meffed together, were by them 
confidered as relations. They fuppofed that captain Cook and my 
father were brothers, purely from this reafon; for, with all their 
good heart, they are but indifferent phyfiognomifts. Their hofpi- 
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tality towards us was frequently quite difinterefted; and gave us a 
right to form the moft flattering conclufions in regard to their: con- 
duct towards each other, They are hofpitable without feeming to 


know it; and leave to ftrangers who vifit them, the pleafing-and 
grateful.tatk of recording their virtues.” 


- "We now leave the reader to judge for himfelf on the 
merits of each of thefe performances.—Mr. Forfter’s is ac- 
companied by a fingle chart of the Southern Hemifphere, of.a 
very confiderable fize, which ‘appears to have been conttruéted 
with great care, and has the advantage of fhewing the tracks and 
various difcoveries with great diftin€inefs ; it is likewife very well 
engraved by Mr. Whitchurch. A_ preface. precedes the nar- 
rative, wherein Mr.. Forfter apologizes for writing the hifs 
tory of the voyage. What he fays on that fubje&, appears 


to us fo ‘judicious, that we fhall not fcruple to lay it before 
the reader : 


‘ At firft-fight it may feem fuperfluous to offer two relations of 
this voyage tothe world: but when we confider them as narratives 
of interefting facts, it muft be allowed that the latter will be placed 
in a ftronger light, by being related by different perfons. Our oc- 
cupations when in harbour were widely different; whilft captain 
Cook was employed in viétualling or refitting the thip, I went in 
queft of the manifold objects which Nature had fcattered throughout 
the land. Nothing is therefure more obvious than that each of us 
may have caught many diftinét incidents, and that our obfervations 
will frequently be foreign to eachother. But above all, it is tobe 
obferved, that the fame objeéts may have been feen in different 
points of view, and that the fame fact may often have given rife to 
different ideas. Many circumftances familiar to the navigator, who 
has been bred on the rough element, ftrike the landman with no- 
velty, and furnith entertainment to his readers. The feaman views 
many objects on fhore with a retrofpect to maritime affairs, whilft 
the other attends to their ceconomical ufes. In fhort, the different 
branches of {cience which we have fiudied, our turns of mind, our 
heads and hearts have made a difference in our fenfations, refiec- 
tions, and expreffions. This difparity may have been rendered {till 
more evident, as I have flightly pafied over all regulations relative 
to the interior ceconomy of the fhip and the crew : I have ftudioufly 
avoided nautical details both at fea and in harbour, nor ventured to 
determine how often we reefed, or {piit a fail in a form, how many 
times we tacked to weather a point, and how often our refractory 
bark difobeyed her Palinurus, and miffed ftays. The bearings and 
diftances of projecting capes, of peaks, hills, and hummocks, of bays, 
harbours, ports, an¢ coves, at different hours of the day, have like- 
wife been in general omitted. Thefe inftructive particulars thrive 
jn the proper field of the navigator.’ 


We fhall conclude this article with the following couplet 
from Mr. Pope, which, perhaps, is not unapplicable to the two 
volumes of. Captain Cook’s Voyage round the World. 


‘ 





the pictures for the page atone, 
And Quarles is fay’d by beauties. not his own.’ 
é Cal- 
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Cafpipina’ 4 Letters; containing Obfervations on a Variety of Subje4s, 
> literary, moral, and religious. .Written by a Gentleman who refid~ 
ed fome time in Philadelphia. To which is added, the Life and 


Chara&er of William Penn, Ej. original Proprietor of Pennfyl- 
vania. 2 wols fmall 8vo. Price 5s. fewed.. Dilly. 


HESE Letters, as the editor informs us, were written by a 
> .gentleman refiding in Philadelphia, and are fub{cribed, 
Tamoe, Cafpipina.. The firft.is dated July 4, 1771; the laft 
Nov. 20, 1772. They were firft printed in Philadelphia; and: 
very favourably received. * They are perfeétly free from the fpirit 
of party, -and contain nothing injurious to religion or morality ;* 
but, op the contrary, ate fraught with fentiments of piety, 
loyaity, and philanthropy, : 

In the courfe of his correfpondence the author gives us a'de- 
{cription of Philadelphia, the chara&ter of its inhabitants, an 
account of a fe& at Ephrata, called Dunkers, (who place a great 
part of their religion in mortifications,) fpecimens of American 
poetry, the charaéter of King George II. refle&tions on the 
growing greatnefs of America, with Herbert’s prophecy, the 
portrait of a patriot king, obfervations on a-married ftate, on 
religion, infidelity, fingularity, and other fubjects ; yet nothing 
that is particularly intereffing or memorable. 

The. memoirs of William Penn, efg. contain an account of 
the principal incidents of his life, of his fettlement in Pennfyl- 
yania, the laws he enaéted, and his charaéter. The author 
feems to have done ample juftice to his virtues ; for he produces 
the following anecdote as an inftance of his /ncerity. 

* His father, finding it impoffible to bring him into a genes 
ral compliance with the cuftomary compliments of the times, 
feemed inclinable to have borne with him in other refpects, pro- 
vided he would confent to be uncovered in the prefence of rhe 
King, the Duke of York, and himfelf. . This.being propofed 
to Mr, Penn, he defired fome little time to confider of it: : his 
father; fuppofing this requeft to. have been made from a with to 
confult his friends the Quakers on the occafion, Mr. Penn af- 
fured him he would not fee any of them, but retire alone to his 
ftudy till he gave him an anfwer ;—accordingly he withdrew, 
and (to ufe his own expreffions in a letter to a friend) ‘* having’ 
humbled himfelf before God with earneft fupplication to know 
his heavenly mind.and'will,” he became (0 ftrengthened in his 
refalution to obey the dictates of. his own confcience, that; te+ 

turning to his father, he with great modefty humbly fignifed, 
that he dare [durft] not comply with his requeft therein.’ 
Some people, with our biographer, may choofe to diftinguith 
thecondua of Mr, Penn, on this occafion, by the title of ‘-fin- 
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cerity.’ But others, and we own ourfelves of that number, may 
call an application to Heaven about the movement of a broad- 
brimmed hat, fuperftition ; and the young man’s refolution, a 
piece of obftinate fanaticifm, The religion, which requires fuch 
precifenefs and formality, is the chimera of a difordered brain, 
rather than a divine revelation, or a rational fervice., 

In thefe memoirs. the author has given us an extra& of a 
letter from Mr. Penn, in 1683, to the committee of traders to 
Pennfylvania ;, which contains fome curious particulars, relative 
to the natives of that province. 

“¢ With refpec& to their original,” fays he, ** I am inclined to 
think them of the Jewifh race: I mean, of the ftock of-the ten 
tribes, and that for the following reafons: 1ft, they were to go 
to a ‘ land not planted nor known,’ which Afia and Africa then 
were, if not Europe ; and he who intended this extraordinary 
judgment upon them, might make the paflage not uneafy to 
_ them 3 as it is not impoffible to pafs from the eaftern parts of 
Afia to the weftern parts of America.—zdly, I find them of 
like countenance, and their children are of fo lively a refem- 
blance, that one would think himfelf in Duke’s place, or Bury 
ftreet, London, when he feeth them.—3dly, they agree in 
rites ; they reckon by moons ; they offer their firft fruits ; they 
have a kind of feaft of tabernacles; they are faid ufually to 
build their altars on twelve ftones; their mourning a year, 
cuftoms of women, with many things that do not now occur.” 

We confider this notion as groundlefs and chimerical. Rab- 
binical writers indeed fpeak of the ten tribes remaining in the 
Eaft, beyond the Sabbatical river, in the defarts of Chabor, in 
India, 150 leagues beyond Calecut, in an aromatic ifland, not 
far from the continent, &c. Jofephus likewife afferts, that nu- 
meration is incapable of expreffing the infinite myriads of the 
ten tribes, which were in his time beyond the Euphrates: ‘Az 
de Sexaguaa: wegen crow Evgeats tas Seveo uvetades are eors 
nas apuoyvoctnvar wn duvemevar. Antiq, xi. 5. By this 
extravagant fable the Jews have endeavoured to fet afide the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, denying, that any covenant was or could 
be made with the houfe of Ifrael at the promulgation of the Gof- 
pel ; and that the covenant, mentioned by the prophets, is to 
take place at fome future period, But the Scripcures no where 
fpeak of the lofs of the ten tribes. On the contrary, all Mrael 
is faid to to have returned in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah: 
when ‘ twelve goats were offered as a fin-offering for all Ifrael, 
according to the number of. the tribes of Ifrael.’? Ezra vi. 17. 





* On the ten tribes fee Meor Enaim c. 13. fol. 69. Peritfol. Itine- 
ra Mundi, c, 10. Sharpe on the Rife and Fall of the Temple, p. ss, 
| Aa 
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And the conftant expreffion throughout the New Teftament is, 
ail Ifrael, or the houfe of Ifrael and Judah: thus, ‘ John had 
preached the baptifm of repentance to att the people of Ifrael.’ 
Adts xiii. 24. xxvi. 7. Bow 

- Writers, therefore, who attempt to derive the natives of 
America from the ten tribes, which are fuppofed not to have 
returned from the Babylonian captivity, build their hypothefis 
upon a rabbinical dream. ‘The notion, that the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the natives of Pennfylvania correfponded with the cuftoms 
of the Jews, is a vague conjecture, hardly worth confutatien. 
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| Interefting Letters of Pope Clement XIV. (Ganganelli.) Vol. IIT. 
Part 1. and Il. Likewife an original Letter, in anfwer to M, 
Voltaire’s Objections to the Authenticity of Ganganelli’s Letters, 
8v0. Price ss. Durham, 


HE firft of thefe additional volumes confifts of letters writ- 

ten to different perfons between the year 1753 and 1774: 
the fecond contains difcourfes on religion, fuperftition, and the 
feftival of Chriftmas ; reflexions on zeal, on preaching, on the. 
fpirit of the church, of the religious orders, and of different na- 
tions ; a panegyric on St, Reparata, and other pieces: with 
' anecdotes relating to the author’s life and family, and an anfwer 
to M. Voltaire’s objeétions to the authenticity of Ganganelli’s 
Letters. 

In the preceding volumes, and in this continuation, there is 
a perfe& uniformity of ftyle and fentiment, the marks of a lively 
imagination, an excellent underftanding, an unfeigned puty, 
and an univerfal benevolence. 

In an advertifement prefixed to this volume, the French edi- 
tor endeavours to convince the public, that thefe Letters were 
aatually written by Ganganelli. But he produces no evidence 
which is decifive ; no atteftation figned by any of thofe perfons 
to whom they were addtefled. He fays indeed: ‘* His excel- 
lency Monfignor Monino, formerly minifter from the court of 
Spain to the holy See, fupports the authenticity of thefe letters, 
by one written entirely with his own hand, and dated at Rome 
roth of Odober, 1776, wherein he obferves, ** That if 
they are not the produdtion of Ganganelli, the writer muft have 
affunred the fame genius, the fame doétrines, the fame maxims, his 
charaéter, his natural gaiety and vivacity, of which he had been 
an ocular witnefs daring many long and frequent converfations.” 

This teftimony is neither pofitive nor conclufive. His excel- 
fency does not pretend to affert, that they are the produdions 
of Ganganelli, What he fays amounts only to this: if they are 
fiot authentic, the writer has at leaft imitated his language and 
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fentiments with great precifion. ‘Who. does not fee, that this 
may be nothing more than a,compliment to. the.author’s inge-. 
nuity ? 

But, fays the editor, * If I, who never badithe happinels of 
converfing with him bat three times.in amy life, have been able 
to {peak the. language of. Clement XIV. with fuch energy and 
precifion, it muft be allowed that I have become a very great. 
man in a fhort time, and that there never was. an example of 
fuch a phenomenon,’ ‘ 

The laft claufe in this fentence is not true :. there have been 
innumerable writers in the republic of letters, who have fo ex- 
aétly imitated the ftyle and manner of other eminent authors, 
that they have deceived: men of as great learning and acutenefs 
as Monfignor Monigo. t% 

The. French editor proceeds: .‘ As to the Italian edition ‘of 
thefe letters, which has been printed at Florence, is is nothing 
but a. literal tranilation from the.French ; and-cannot fail to 
prove, that the ltalian, which is now about to be publithed, is 
the genuine original,’ * 

If thefe letters had been known in Italy, it is hardly to be 
imagined that a tranflation from the French would. have been 
printed at Florence. . It is flill more difficult to conceive, how 
a tranflation fhould authenticate’ the original. 

Perhaps the following affertion may. be more fatisfatory. 

‘ They who ftill have any doubts, but not thofe who defire 
to doubt, if they will’ do me the honour to cume.and. fee me, 
will be fhewn what they will acknowledge to be a very weighty 
teftimony in favour of the authenticity of thefe letters, which [ 
Rave at prefent in my pofieffion, although I cannot take the li- 
berty to expofe the names of people who do not choofe to have 
them printed: but particularly they will have an opportunity 
of feeing a letter which was written. to me from Rome the 4th 
of laft December by a perfon of real merit and diftinguifhed 

rank, who fays, “‘ that the generality of the people, who abufe 
the letters, deferve no credit.” 

* The following example will ferve to fapport this truth, 
Being lately in a very refpectable and numerous company, 
where the authenticity of the letters was called in queftion (for 
it is become fafhionable) I produced.a letter written entirely 
with Ganganelli’s own hand, which I had newly received from 
Rome, when a man of fenfe faid to me very ferioufly ; ‘* Very 
well! this is not the hand of a pope, but the writing of a fchool 

boy !” as if the fingers of a friar or cardinal deftined to become 
pope fhould be capable of writing charaters fplendid as the 
rainbow. .. . | 


¢ From 
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* From whence it may be concluded, that the exhibition. of 
the Italian manufcript would not get the better of prejudice.’ 
“What feems to us of the moft confiderable weight in this 
cafe is, the improbability, that any writer of difcernment and 
prudence, would venture to forge not a treatife, which might 
be eafily impofed upon the world, but a feries of letters, faid 
to have been written to perfons well known in Italy, while fe- 


veral of them muft be ftill alive, and ready to dete@& an im- 
pofition. 








FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
L’Ami du Peuple Francois, Mémoire adrefé a M. Turgot, par /e 


Fils a’un Latoureur, 8uo. Limoges. 


A Comprehenfive and melancholy picture of the cruel adminiftra’- 

tion of the general farmers, ‘ My father, fays the author, was 
a fober, induftrious, and laborious man: but as he did not court 
and bribe the officers of the revenue, they purpofed his ruin. To 
accomplith this, a commis once came in the difguife of a beggar, and 
begged for fome bread and wine; fecretly put a fix-fous piece un- 
der the bottle, and retired. The houfe was inftantly entered by 
fome other commis already waiting for him, who accufed my mother 
of retailing wine without a licence, and proved their charge by 
the fix-fous piece;.the honeft man was fentenced to pay a fine of 
100 livres, and the whole contents of his cellar confifcated. An- 
other time they difcovered a {croll of tobacco in his houfe; upon 
which all his poffeffions were confifcated; he languifhed during two 
years in orifon, left it fick, ruined, and dejected, and died ofa 
broken heart.” 

The fixty general farmers of the revenue are here faid to keep up 
an army of a hundred thoufand men againft the king’s fubjeéts, at 
an enormous expence. The law that ought to reftrain their rapa- 
cioufnefs ferves to encourage and fupportit. Their revenue officers 
are at once admitted as evidences of the trefpafles, and as fharers in 
the {poils, fines, and confifcations. They have ereéted four courts 
of juftice, authorifed to infliét corporal punifhments and even 
death, without any appeal to any fuperior court, and the prefidents 
and judges of thefe courts divide the fines and the plunder. The 
revenue has its own peculiar tarifs, generally unknown even to mer- 
chants, and of courfea fnare toevery fubject. Mineral waters are 
fo heavily taxed that none but people of fortune can afford to drink 
them. 

It is a matter of amazement, that in any,civilized country courts 
of revenue fhould be permitted, in a mere péCumjary matter, and in 
their own caufe, arbitrarily to condemn a city the gallies, or 
even to death. . One Levai, at Valence, boafted. of having fentenc- 
ed as many wretches to death as the infamous ingwifitor Torque~ 
mada. A man was hanged for having favoured the efcape of his 
brother. Soy pao 

Thefe farmers and their officers are faid to extort 900 ‘tmillions of 
livres from the fubjects, hefides fines, fees, confifcations, &c, and 
to pay no more than 400 millions into the royal treafury. 


. Vou. XLITI. May, 1777. Cc , The . 
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The anonymous author appears to be fo fully convinced: of the 
prevalence of all thofe and many other abufes, that he-declares him- 
felf ready to publith a quarto volume, full of authentic proofs, within 
fix months, if the juftice of his complaints ‘fhould be queftioned 
though the whole-defcription is fo gloomy that we heartily with it 
may be exaggerated; and fromthe humanity of the-prefent king of 
Franceit may be hoped that he will take effectual meafures for re- 
ee the griefs, and fecuring the eafe and happinefs of his fub- 
jects. 


aie 





Deferizzione della Sardegna. 8wo. Tavo hundred and twenty 
Pages with fix Cuts. Saffari, in Sardinia. 
A Complete defcription of an ifland fo confiderable, and hitherto 
fo little known to foreigners, as that of Sardinia, would be an 
acceptable acquifition to the public; but the prefent performance 
contains only athort geographical account, illuftrated with a map, 
and confiftschiefly of a defcription of the Sardinian quadrupedes. 
‘The greater part of the ifland is a level country, though it has 
fome hills and mountains, with lead and filver mines, actually 
worked, and mineral waters, but deftitute of proper and neceffary 
conveniencies. The unwholefome air arifes from the heat operating 
on pools of ftagnant waters; yet the unwholefome plains are at 
the fame time the moft fertile and moft populous parts of the ifland. 

Various languages have mixed with the vernacular idiom. The 
ifland’ contains only five towns properly fo called, three of which 
have archbifftops. 

The horfes are of three different kinds, 1. Wild, very ftrong, 
hairy, but ftubborn animals, valuable only for their fkins; 2. Abreed 
of fmall,.very handfome horfes, not above three or four feet high, 
but vigorous and fpirited; and 3. The common but durable Horfes, 
content with a fcanty food. The breed has been fucceffively im- 
proved by proper care and foreign ftallions. Horfe-races are very 
frequent, and there is hardly any large village in the ifland but 
holds an:annual horfe-race. The vaflals are obliged to-keep not lefs 
than fifteen choice racers. Some places are famous for their fine 
breed, efpecially Paulilatino, whofe horfes have all the good quali- 
ties, and none of the defects of the Sardinian horfes; they are four 
feet and a half high, fo fleet asto run an hundred and twenty 
miles, from Saffari to Cagliari in thirty hours, and docile and 
tractable evento children. © 

The Sardinian affes are very fmall, yet very ferviceable, efpecially 
for carrying water, as the country has no aqueduéts: they are 
alfo ufed in the horfe-mills, of which almoft every houfe has one. 
Here are no mules; it is even prohibited to breed any, in order 
the better to encourage the breed of horfes. ‘The dogs, though 
not handfome, ferve at once as curs, hounds, and fhepherds dogs. 
The horned cattle are fmall and lean, beeves weighing but three 
hundred and fifty pounds, cows two hundred, being at the fame time 
fo'barren as to calve but once in two years, and toyield very little 
and indifferent milk. This defect is however made up, partly by 
their numbers, and partly by that of fheep, excellent in every refpect 
except the coarfenefs oftheir wool. Yet a breed of Segovian theep, 
imported by a common peafant at Montenero, has profpered per- 
fettly well. “The goats yield’a fatter milk than thofe of colder coun- 
tries. “The muflon, an animal almoft peculiar to Sardinia, though 
thé ophion’ of the ancients, isno deer, and rather to be clafled a 
Piss the 
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the theep, yet differing from it in its fhort and fmall deer-tail, and 
by its fuperior. brifknefs. It couples with the fheep, and breeds a 
mixed race, called ambro, but not barren Jike the mule. - Rabbits 
are here. exceedingly numerous, and even troublefome, though 
fmaller by farthanhares. Foxes abound fo much that ten thoufand 
of their fkins are annually-exported. Martens are not {maller than 
thofe in France. The boccamiéle, an animal different from the 
common weafél, anda {pecies {ui generis, is apt to grow familiar with 
man, though rather troublefome; is fond of honey, hurtful to. the 
vine, and probably the itis of the ancients, 

From this account, however defective, we are inclined to think 
that the ifland of Sardinia, though hitherto too much neglected, is 


fufceptible of many interefting and capital improvements in almof 
every refpect, 








FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


De Epifeopis.et.inferioribus Praelatis Tragtatus abfelutifimus, in quo 
trudite de&iffimeque pertradantur. que ad ipforum Officium, Potef- 
tate et “Surifdi@ionem pertinent. Auctore v. clar. Ant de Ma- 
nentibus. Quarto. Rome. : 


‘THE chief purpofe of this old fafhioned curialift, whofe merits are 

fo pompoufly difplayed in,his title page, is to determine the quef- 
tion whether a prelate, who is no bifhop, may acquire the poteflatem 
Animarum regitivam, by prefcription. And in order to prove the 


negative, he has regaled his readers with a volume of more than 
fixty theets. 


Recueil des Arrétés de M. le Prémier. Préfident de Lamoignon. 
Quarto. Paris. é 
Anew, corre&t, and elegant edition of a work, pronounced by 
the moft- competent judge,-the late chancellor d’Agueffeau, ‘to be 
« L’ouvrave le plus propre 4 former cette étendue et cette fupériorité 
a éfprit, avec laquelie on doityembraffer le droit Francois, fi l'on en 
yeut pofiéder parfaitement les principes.’ 
Vues économiques fur les Moulins et Prefiirs d’ Huile a’ Olives, connus 
en France €9 en Italie; par DM. i’dobé Rozier, gto. with feven 
Plates. . Paris. : 


A concife ufeful memoir, drawn from the learned author’s Jour- 
nal de Phyfique and here publifhed feparately. 


L’ Art dela Teinture des Fils et Etoffes.de Coton, précédé dune T béorie 
nouvelle des wéritables, dela Fixité des Couleurs de bon Teint; et 
fuivi des Cultures, du Paftel, dela GaudeS dela Garence. Par 
M. le Peleur d’Aptigny. 120. Patis. 

Abounding in ufeful practical ex periments. 

Viage de Efpanna di Don Antonio Ponz. Tome 1.—IV. Madrid. 
Said to be an inftruétive and interefting performance for {cholars, 

patriots, and dillettanti. 

Nuova Raccolta delle Monete e Zecche a’ltalia, di Guid’ Antonia 

Zannetti. Tome Tl. 4to- Bologna. 


A colleétion of feveral page by various authors on the on 
cz an 
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and modern coins and medals of the Italian cities, with Signor Zane 
netti’s corrections and improvements. ; 
11 Veglione, Baccanale di Antonio Frizzi. 8ve. Ferrara. 
A fprightly poetical defcription of a mafquerade at Ferrara. 
Effais politiques fur P Autorité et les'Richeffes que le Clergé Séculier et 
Régulier ont acquifes depuis leur Etablifement. 8vo, Paris, 
A profound and curious performance. 


Teoremas y Problemas para examinar i faber ufar qualefquiera Aguas 
Minerales. Por D. Antonio Capdevila. 4¢0. Madrid, 
Profeffor Capdevila treats firft of mineral waters in general and 
their ufe, and then of thofe in Spain, efpéecially the ferrugineous 
waters at Puerto Lana, faid to be ftronger than the Pyrmont and Spa 
waters, and-to have effected a very great number of excellent cures. 


Jo. Jacobi Hottingeri Di/putatio Stolpiana de Senfu Honefti; cum 
Animadverfionibus Ehlerfi v. cl. quibus refponfum eff, (Fc. Zu- 
rich, 

The Stolpian prize has, like Mr. Boyle's lecture, already produc- 
ed many excellent memoirs, the prefent one among the reft. 


Delle numerofe Morti dei Bambini, Diff. Academica del S. D. G. 
Verardo Zeviani Aletofilo. 40. Verona. 


The human life at Verona is on a medium eftimated at twenty- 
eight yearsand one month. One half of the children is dead by the 
eleventh year, and even in the feventh year already four hundred 
and feventy-four in a thoufand; and in the firft year two hundred 
and feventy-three. The various caufes of this mortality. The {mall 
pox rarely malignant at Verona.’ Moft of the children die of the 
confequences of the firft cold after their birth: a misfortune that may 
eafily be prevented by good cloathing, and keeping them in a 
temperate air. 


Saeco kms erm omen eee SS See eee 
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A Letter from Edmund Burke, E/g. to John Farr and John 
Harris, Ejgrs. Sheriffs of the City of Briftol. Svo. 15. 6d, 
Dodiley. 

T appears that while Mr, Burke lately abfented himfelf from 
the houfe of commons, he was not inattentive to the im- 
portant bufinefs which employed the deliberation of that af- 
fembly. . But unable to influence the opinion of thofe within 
doors, and, it is probable, being likewife averfe to anticipate 
what:he imagined might be urged with greater advantage to 
the people wirhcut, he has changed his ufual mode of commu- 
nicating his fentiments on public affairs, and defcended from 
the rank of orator into that of an epiftolary correfpondent. He 
has not, however, at the fame time changed either his inexplicit 
method of argument, or his vague and inconfiftent declamation; 
but where we ought to expect the indications of a clofe and con- 
clufive reafoner, we are for the moit part only amufed with the 
flowery 
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flowery periods of the rhapfodift. After endeavouring to re- 
prefent in the moft atrocious light, the late a&t for the fufpenfion 
of the badeas corpus, he returns to that often repeated fubjeét, 
the origin of the American war; where he affirms, that at the 
beginning of the conteft, ‘ a mere repeal of the obnoxious tax, 
with a declaration of the legiflative authority of this kingdom, 
was fully fufficient to procure peace on both fides ;’ the pufil- 
lanimous, temporizing, and difgraceful policy revived, which 


ten years ago laid the foundation of the prefent unhappy dif. 
turbances. 


A Panegyrical Effay, &c« 4to. 15. Payne. 

The profefied defign of this pamphlet is to prove, by ‘a few 
ferious arguments, that the prefent times are, of all times that 
ever were, the moft heroic, wife, and virtuous.’ The arguments 
advanced, however, are generally of a /udicrous rather than a 


Jerious kind. 


John the Painter’s Ghof. 4to. 15. 6d. Williams. 
An aukward parody on the ballad of William and Margaret, 


eked out with perfonal refleG@ions, and a fcene as vifionary as 
the ghoft of John the Painter. 


CTR ae at Se F 


The Age of Loyalty: an biftorical Panegyric. 4to. 1s. Wallis. 
The fatirical effort of a mufe, that appears to be actuated 

both by national and political prejudices, and whofe verfifi- 

cation is the leat reprehenfible of the qualities the poffeffes. 


Six Odes, prefented to Mrs, Catharine Macaulay, oz ber Birth- 
Day.  4to. 15. 6d, Cadell. | 

Thefe Odes confiit of panegyrical effufions, prefented to Mrs. 
Macaulay on her birth-day, with great folemnity; when the 
rév. Dr. Wilfon, Dr. Graham, and others, as high commiffioa- 
ers from the court of Apollo, conferred on the female hiftorian 
the honour of the laurel crown. The Odes are not deftitute of 
ingenuity ; but we congratulate Mrs. Macaulay on the recovery 
of her health, more than on the fatisfaCtion fhe can receive from 
Juch extravagant compliments, efpecially as Dr. Graham, her 
phyfician, has expreffed himfelf fo improperly, that he {peaks of 
prefenting ‘ through her agreeable medium.’ -Fye for fhame, 
door !—The profit arifing ‘from this pamphlet is intended fora 
charitable purpofe. : 


~ Poems by Mrs. Elizabeth Fell. 4to. 45. fewed. Robfon, 

Thefe poems are chiefly of the religious kind, and though 
not remarkable for any poetical enthufiafm, breathe at lealt a 
ftrain of fervent piety. We would however recommend to 
this lady not to attempt a difplay of her talents in blank 
verfe, until fhe becomes a more perfect miftrefs of the art; for 
it is the minuet of poetry, and cao never be performed with to- 
lerable grace, by one who is unacquainted with the ftep. 


Cc 3 Poetical 
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Potical Reveries, By Jacob Mountain, M.. 4. 4to. ts, 67. 
| Dodfley. 

Thefe little poems, which the author has modeftly entitled 
Reveries, diftover a degree of genius and tafte that we feldom 
meet with in’ more oftentatious produétions, and which might 
joftify Mr. Mountain for retraéting the refolution apparently 
implied in the motto prefixed to this fmall colleétion: Nec lufife 
pudet, fed non ineidere ludum. 


Henry and Eliza: a Tale. 4to. 15. ‘Bew. 
Simplicity is not a more indifpenfible qualification of paftoral 
than of elegiac poetry ; yet how egregioufly is it violated by the 
author of this tale," in the following lines, where his mufe breaks 
forth in a ftrain of jargon, which nothing but the moft incohe- 
rent and irregular fancy could produce ! 










































* Atlength, flow-circling, bluth’d his natal morn, 
With legal honours wreath’d around her brow, 
The fire’s late flocks ftream from her filver horn, 
Greet their young fov’rejgn, and in homage bow.’ 
A monfirous good Lounge. 4to. 15. Bew. 

A perfon in a:lounging fit.is for the moft part exceeding bad 
company; but in this Hudibraftic effufion we meet with a-de- 
gree of whimfical facetioufnefs, that renders it not unentertain- 
ing; and if the author has not, according to his own opinion, 
otctomey a mouftrous good lounge, he Was at leaft {ung about it and 
a00ut it. 


Venus attiring the Graces. 4to. 64. Dodfley. 
The title of this piece fuggefts a prefumption, that it might 
“have been treated more advantageoufly in a picture than a poem. 
‘There occurs in it, however, but little defcription ; and if the 
-verfes be not fo beautiful as. the fubject, it ought to be remem- 
bered that poetical charms have never been enumerated among 
thofe in the Cefius of Venus.. 


Ranelagh: a‘Poem, sto. 1s. Almon. 

The author of this production, like many frequenters of Ra- 
nelagh, appears to have gone to that elegant place, with the 
view of exercifing a cenforious difpofition, rather than of re- 
ceiving pleafure from the entertainment. His fatire, however, at 
the fame time that it is generally perfonal, is feeble and ill di- 
rected. 

A Poetical Epiftle to Sir Jothua Reynolds, Kut. and Prefident of 
the Royal Academy. 4t9, 15. 6d. Fielding and Walker. 


Caprice prefuming to guide the pencil of Tafle. 
The Old Serpent’s Reply to the Ele@rical Eel, 4to. 2s. Smith. 


We lately declined entering into an examination of the Elec- 
trical Eel, on account of the foeck with which the inquiry might 
have been attended; and we muft, for the fame reafon, avoid 
the touch of this Old Serpent, which feems to be ftrongly im- 
pregnated with a venereal virus. : 

Ree 
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Religion, a Poem. . By Chriftopher Wells, 4¢0. 15. Bathunrft. 

The poet defcrib-s the origin of Religion, her defcent from 
heaver, her refidence in the Eaft, her lamentation on the pre- 
valence of idolatry, the confolation which the Supreme Being 
conde{cended to give her by the predictions of [faiah, her happy 
se-eftablifhment under the gofpel, and her facred influence on 
the human mind, efpecially in the day of adverfity, 

In defcribing the revival of Religion under the proteétion of 
Jefus Chrift, he fays, her heavenly form 

¢ Rofe, like another pheenix, from the flames, 
With new-born lufire and fuperior grace.’ 

Allowing the propriety of this trite fimile, the lines imme- 
diately following introduce an image totally different from that 
pf the young phoenix. 

¢ So, when fome fkilful hand dire&s the blade, 
That lops the noxious branches of the vine, 
Neétareous fhrub, fhe with freth vigor fhoots, 
Wider expands, and on the loaded wire, 

Shews purer clufters and fuperior blooms.’ 


Religion cannot poffibly refemble both the phoenix and the 
wine, . The latter is perfonified ; but, at the fame time, im- 
properly reprefented under the idea of a fhrub. 


Prophecy: a Poem. By the rev. Samuel Hayes, M. 4. 4t0, 14 
 *  Dedfley. 

The author gives us a general view of the chief predi€tions, 
yelative to the Meffiah, from the creation, to their accomplifh- 
ment in Jefus Chrift, and the diffolution of the Jewifh ftate. 
His plan has led him into a narrative, which hardly ad- 
mits of any poetical enthufiafm. His produétion is therefore 
languid and profaic. Among other {mall inaccuracies, we meet 
with the following violation of orthography, in the quotation of 
a celebrated line from Pope’s Meffiah : 


<¢ Wrapt into future times,” 


It fhould have been, rapt. If the bard is only in a wrapper, 
when he fhould bein a raprure, his productions will never de- 
{cend to ‘ future times.’ 

This poem has entitled the author to Mr. Seaton’s reward. 


Se tar fae le. aoe ee Me 


The Chriftian Hiftory. By bei Oe re Eg. 8vo. 35. boards. 
. Cadell. 

This publication contains a harmony of the four gofpels, or a 
hiftory of Chrift, in a new tranflation, which, the author hopes, 
© is both more correct and more elegant than any preceding it.’ 
He has taken fome pains in the arrangement of his materials ; 
and his performance has merit; but elegance is not one of its 
_excellencies: unlefs we can fuppofe, that elegance ‘confifts in 
thefe, and the like familiar phrafes : 
: Cc4 ¢ Zacharias 
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‘ Zacharias was fartled at the fight ; but the angel told him, 
Don’t be afraid Zacharias—The period he had picked out of the 
Mages —The /ad Jefus remained at Jerufalem— jefus faid to her, 
Mifirefs, what am Ito youmI curry not human applaufe—Per- 
fons peffered with impure {pirits—Begone from me, ye backney’d 
willains—The angels hall /ally out, and part the wicked from the 
jut—A_ great /guail of wind arofe—The crowd prefs and /queexe 
you—They /reamed out through fear—It is not right to take and 
throw the children’s bread to.curs—Do not ramble from houfe to 
houfe—This man receives reprobates, and meffes with them —The 
difciples were in a terrible frighbt—If your foot difgrace you, chop 
at off —It is more advantageous to you to attain the divine fate 
@ blinkard—When his fraternity were gone, he /et off likewife for 
the feftival, not apparently, but as it were incognito—1 hey wanted 
to arreft him, but he efcaped out of their clutches—A Levite hap- 
pening at the fame place, after coming and giving a look, /lipped 
away—This fon of yours has confumed your fubftance among 
ewenches—-Thofe from five o’clock came, and received a denary a 
piece—Go, child, work to day in my vineyard—Taxmen and 
whores outvie you—Begin to lafh his comrades, and to junket and 
caroufe with fots—And blindfolding him, /lapr his face—Who- 
ever'fhall fay to his brother, fe feum/ fhall be fubje& to the fan- 
hedrim’; whoever fays, out /counarel! fhall incur the flames of 
Gehenna, &c. &c.’ 

This is vile, plebeian language; infinitely inferior to the 
venerable fimplicity of our common tranflation. 

To this Hiftory the author has annexed differtations on the New 
Teftament, the Trinity, the Lord’s praver, faith, original fin, 
the eucharift, the refurreétion, and other fubjeéts; in which he 
has fhewn great induftry, and a laudable zeal for the fervice of 
religion ; but a much inferior degree of judgement. 


Sentimental and praGical Theclogy, From the French of le Cheva- 
her de—— Smali8vo. 3:1. Wilkie. 


» This Sentimental and Pra@tical Theology.is, in other words, 
a feries of deyout meditations. Ir is written by a perfon of the 
Roman catholic communion... The author poflefles a warm 
imagination ; his heart glows with the flame of divine love; 
and his afpirations are affectionate and pathetic. But thefe and 
the like ejaculations will be obnoxious to a fenfible proteftant 
reader ; s 

«O ye happy penitents of Thebais, obtain for me fome of your 
fentiments, and ftrength to prattife fome of thofe penitential 
works, thofe holy feverities, which an ingenious love and contri- 
tion taught you to embrace. Covered with fackcloth and afhes, 
I behold you with admiration, paffing whole nights in beating 

our breaft, refufing the refrefhment of fleep, and entirely em- 
ployed in deprecating divine wrath, and offering a holy violence 
to Heaven by fuch fighs and groans, as might foften the aac 
: > rocks, 
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rocks into compaffion. Your tears and your groans were almoft 
your only nourifhment. What then muft be my forrow, by what 
facrifices can] hope to appeafe the juftice of an angry Deity, of a 
Deity provoked and infulted by fins more numerous than the 
_ grains of fand on the fea coaft !— 

*OTerefa! teach me the natureand qualities of that love, which 
js ftrong enough to break the chains, which bind me to a mortal 
body ; give me fome idea of its violence, its vivacity, its ardor.— 
Mother of divine love, thine is the power to introduce mento 
the holy fanétuary, where thy heart refts amidft lilies, and is 
perpetually united to the adorable heart of uncreated love, with 
that ardor, which even the feraphims cannot comprehend.— 
Here the bride again finds the bridegroom. Come, my beloved, 
fays he, it is high time that the tendereft return of love, and the 
completeft union fhould crown thy fidelity and conftancy ; come, 
fet no bounds to thy defires. O. delightful fituation! facred 
commerce! powerful charms which at once forbid and defy re- 
fiftance ! 

When the heart of a young nun is weak and inflammable, thefe 
rapturous expreffions may be attended with peculiar danger. 
They bear too ftrong an allufion to a paffion lefs holy, a union 
not altogether fo myiterious. 


The Scotch Preacher: or a Colle&ion of Sermons. By fome of the 


moft eminent Clergymen of the Church of Scotland.- Vol. J. 25. 
6d. fewed. Cadell. 


This volume contains feventeen fermons on the following fub- 
jes: The Tendency of the Conftitution of the Church of Scot. 
Jand to form the Temper, Spirit, and Character of her Minifters, 
by Dr. Carlyle; The Character of Chrift, by Mr. Mutter; The 
Fear of the divine Goodnefs, by Mr. Scotland ; Heart-bitternefs, 
by Mr. Somerville ; The Neceffity of Death, and its neceflary 
Effe&ts, by Dr. Blacklock ; The Temper, Character, and Duty 
of a Minifter of the Gofpel, by Dr. Leechman; The Lord feeth 
not as Man feeth, by Mr. Lothian; Refleétions on fefus weep- 
ing, by the fame; The Wifdom of God in the Gofpel Revela- 
tion, by Dr. Leechman; The Counfel of Gamaliel, by Dr. | 
Dick ; the Influence of Piety on the public Good, by Dr. Ge- 


rard ; Zeal for the civil and religious Interefts of Mankind, by 
Dr. Webtter. | 


The Hiftory and the Myftery of Good-Friday. 8vo. 15. Field- 
ing and Walker. 

This writer gives us the hiftory of Good-Friday, and expa- 
tiates on the controverfies in the church about the time of keeping 
Eafter. He enquires into the authority, by which the religious 
obfervance of Good-Friday was appointed, and the power of the 
church to decree rites and ceremonies. He then examines into 
the piety and polity of Good-Friday ; that iss how it is ufually 
obferved, and what advantages arife to the community from the 
appointment of this and other holidays, 
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On thefe topics he declaims with great facetioufnefs and wit. 
But where ts the propriety, where is the decency of ridiculing an 
inftitution, which is intended to excite our devout affections, and 
our gratitude to the Redeemer of mankind? Cannot we devote 
one day in the year to the immediate commemoration of our Sa- 
viour’s fufferings ? If every thing is to be exploded, becaufe it is 
abufed, the author may go on, and difplay his irony on the 
‘ piety and polity,’ the ‘ hiftory and the myftery,’ of the Sab- 
bath, the ten commandments, and the Chriftian religion, 

Lbe Hiftory of the Flage!lants, or the Advantages of Difcipline. 410 
ti. 15. in boards. Hingefton. 

The abbé Boileau, the author of the Hiftoria Flagellantium, 
was elder brother to the celebrated poet of that name. His book 
was pablifhied at Paris in 1700, under the title of, * Hiftoria 
Flagellantium, de recto et perverfo flagellorum ufu apud Chrifti- 
anos.’ 1zmo. It contains a collection of faéts, and quota- 
tions on the fubject of, felf-difciplines and flagellations among 
Chriflians, and a mixture of alternate cenfure and approbation. 
As the abbé had indulged himfelf in a freedom of expreffion, 
and thrown fome reflections. on a pradtice, which many faints 
had adopted, many poatiffs advifed, and many ecclefiaftical wri- 
ters commended, his treatife gave offence. It was, however, a 
crude and immethodical compilation. ‘The tranflator has thrown 
his materials into a new arrangement, andeadded a large Com- 
mentary, in which he has introduced fuch fats, as either his own 
obfervation, or other writers fupplied. His work is therefore 
much larger. than the abbe’s performance ; and contains, as may 
naturally be fuppofed, fome curious ftories, but a great deal of 
trafh. 

| CONTROVERSIAL. 
Philofophical Difquifitions on the Corifian Religion. Addreffed to 

Soame Jenyns, E/g. and W. Kenrick, LL.D. Small 8vo. 2:5. 

62. Bew. * 

‘This. writer lays down a plan of religion, which he thinks moft 
agreeable to nature, reafon, and revelation; and then proceeds 
to make fome remarks on Mr, Jenyns’s View of the Evidences 
of Chriftianity, and Dr. Kenrick’s Obfervations on that per- 
formance. 

His plan is a fyftem of religious notions, extratted from 
Cheyne’s Effay on Regimen, the principal of which are as follows. 
That finite {pirits of every order are * miniatures, efluxes, ema- 
nations, or infinitely fmall fparkles of the Deity; that the 
fall of man took place in fome prior ftate of exiftence; ‘ that 
the prefent earthly body was defigned to concentre, and cir- 
cumicride the fpiritual powers, to curb and reftrain.the exalted 
funGtions of the radical intelleual faculties, in proportion to the 
defacement and decay of the moral ones ;’ that our lapfed ftate is 
‘ probitary, experimental, and progreflive, from the firft period 
of our lives, through the different gradations we fhall yet pafs, 
up to our reftored and improveable ilate,’ &c. ‘ 
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It is agreed, that the prefent fcene of God’s difpenfations 
ts dark and intricate. Our author thinks, * that freedom of 
choice in all intelligent beings to do good or evil, pre-exiftence 
abufed, and progreffive univerfal reftoration well explained, 
will remove all difficulties and obfcuriti¢s in nature, providence, 
and revelation.’ 

By this theory he hopes to elucidate fome of thofe points, 
which Mr. Jenyns fuppofes not to lie within the reach of the hu- 
man comprehenfion; and, atthe fame time, to abate the violence 
of his antagonift ‘ againft all attempts to bring the’ myfteries of 
religion to the teft of rational inveftigation,’ 

It is a conciliatory fcheme; but fuch a one as neither of 
them perhaps will admit. For they are both, though not 
in an equal degree, advocates for implicit faith. The former 
fays: * The province of reafon is only to examine into the aurbo- 
rity (not the meaning] of revelation; and, when that is once 
proved, fhe has nothing more do, but to acquiefce in its doc- 
trines; and therefore is never fo il] employed, as when fhe pre- 
tends to accommodate them to her own ideas of reétitude and 
truth.” The /atrer, in almof every page, endeavours to expofe 

the arrogance of thofe, who wifh to comprehend what they be- 
lieve, But admitting, that thefe writers would allow the free exercife 
of reafon in aff religious enquiries, it is more than probable, 
they would objeét to many parts of our author’s PuiLosoPpHi- 
CAL THEORY. 


A Letter to the rev. Dr. Cooper on the Origin of civil Government. 
in Anjwer to his Sermon *, preached before the Uniwerfity of Ox- 
ford én the Day appcinted by Proclamation for a General Faf. 
Svs. is. .Almon, 

Dr. Cooper has afferted, that it is difficult to affign any rea- 
fons, which will juftify the rebellion ef fabje&ts againft the fove- 
reign authority ; he has obferved, that the power of governors is 
derived from God; that fome men’s heads are filled with ideas 
of original compaéts which never exifted; that the principles, 
adopted by the whigs, have more than once brought this nation 
to the brink of deftrudtion, &c. 

The author of this Letter fhews the pernicious’ tendency of 
thefe doctrines, when adopted in their full extent. 

In general there can be no doubt of the propriety of his re- 
marks 3 yet, 1t muft be remembered, 

‘ Eft modus in rebus; fant certi denique fines, 
Quas.ultra citraque nequit confiftere rectum.’ 


M 2%. D..1,c A, L. 
Obfervatiens on Fevers, Se. By R. White. 8ve. 15. Wilkie. 
An attempt to depreciate the utility of the eftablifhed praétice 
in the cure of fevers, with the view of fubftituting a new pa- 
nactea, towards the difcovery of which the author feems to have 
been entirely dire&ted by intuitive knowledge. 


* Crit. Rev. Jan. 1777. p. 74. 
BOTANICAL 
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BOTANICAL. 


Iuftratio Syflematis Sexualis Linnai, or an Illuffration of the 
Sexual Syftem of Linnaus. By John Miller. 2 Vols fol. 21 /. 
Miller, Dorfet-court, Parliament: ftreet. 


On a former occafion * we gave an account of the firft ten 
numbers of this work: the whole is now completed with 
equal elegance and accuracy, and contains the moft {plendid de- 
Jineation of the various botanical genera which it comprehends, 
that ever was offered to the public. 'Thofe which are the objects 
of the author’s defcription, are not only the.plants indigenous to 
Great Britain, but lkewife fuch exotics as are cultivated in it 
with fpccefs. 

The reafons affigned by Mr. Miller for not including in his 
plan the more rare and curious exotics, are juft and fatisfa€tory. 
He-obferves, that though many of thofe flower in this country, 
few ever attain to the maturity which is requifite for producing 
fruit or feeds; and that, confequently, it was impoflible to copy 
from nature the delineation of fuch parts, as are peculiarly cha- 
rafteriltic of the fpecies. To have attempted to fupply this 
defe&t by a recourle to dried fpecimens, he farther remarks, wou!d 
have been in. vain; for ina Hortus Siccus, neither the colour nor 
fhape of the parts of fruétification long remain in their native 
ftate; of which he fpecifies feveral inflances. It muft be admit- 
ted, befides; that there 1s an evident advantage in exhibiting the 
characters of the different orders in fome of the mo common 
plants, and particularly thofe in which the parts of fruification 
are moft diflinct; becau‘e fuch being always of eafieit accefs, they 

-were, therefore, beft accommodated to the fituation of every 
learner. 

We formerly obferved, in refpe& of this work, that by means 
of it the botanical ftudént may. acquire the knowledge of plants, 
without either vifiting the gardens, or being obliged to have re- 
courfe to the fields ; this ingenious artift having delineated the 
feveral clailes by faithful reprefentations, drawn. and coloured 
from nature. 

The work contains 111 plates coloured, andthe fame un- 
coloured, with 113 fheets of letter prefs, in which the reference 
to botanic terms is printed in Latin and Englifh. 

On the whole, this werk is no lefs {fplendid and valuable, than 
it muft have been laborious and expenfive ; and we may, with the 
ftriteit juftice, apply to all the plates the evlogium beftowed by 
the celebrated Linnzus on thofe which had been fent for his in- 
fpection, * pulc hriores et accuratiores funt quam ulle quas vidit 
mundus a condito orbe.’ 


ee a le 





® See Crit. Rev. Vol. xxxix. p. 236. 
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MESCEULLANEOWUS. 


An Effay on the dramatic CharaGer of Sir John Falftaf. Swe. 25. 
6d. .T, Davies. 

If Shakefpeare, in the courfe of the paft month, has been. dif- 
graced by the interpofition of Dullnefs in favour of the mok trifling 
of his editors. *, that unjary 1s. more than compenfated by the ap- 
pearance of a writer whofe genius and fagacity are difplayed in 
a criticifm on.one of the foremoit characters of hisdrama, The 
praife to which this gentleman has an undoubted claim, would 
be ill fupported by fuch partial quotation as the irmits of a Re- 
view will admit. As his performance is not lefs diftinguithed 
by its elegance than by its novelty, it is with an uoufual degree 
of zeal and approbation that we recommend it, in its entire flate, 
toour readers. To ftem the tide of ancient prejudice, is no very 
eafy tafk. Wedo not affert that our Effayift has fo far fucceed- 
ed, as to fecure his decifion from all future controverfy; Yet it 
muft be acknowledged that if he has not-eftablithed Sir Fobn 
Falfaf’’s preteofions to a ttatue, among the “hermes, he has done 
more than could have been expected towards effacing the 
idea of his pufillanimity ; an’ idea which has been fo génerally 
adopted, that an attempt to banifh,it will be reckoned by many 
among the herefies of - paradox, and imputed to the poor ambi- 
tion of fingularity and innovation. , 


A Letter to the Duchéfi of Devonfoire. 4te. 18 Fielding. 
A fecond Letter to the Duchefs of Devonfbire. Ato. 15. Fielding. 
Next tothe bleffing of a hearty dinner, the privilege of in- 
fulting his betters is the fupreme luxury of an Enolifh Garreteer. 
It thould feem, from the prefent publications, that-one of the 
Grub-ftreet fraternity has been neglected (or thinks he is fo) by 
our amiable Duchefs ; and therefore he attacks her reputation in 
pamphlets, which derive a brief exiftence from her celebrity. A 
rival beauty, a puritanical old maid, or a difcarded fervant, (for 
thefe are to be reckoned among the moft malignant of human 
beings) may, perhaps, afford fuch groundlefs calumnies a 'peru- 
fal; but they will never find their way into lefs prejudiced or 
more exalted fociety. The Dachefs, in the mean time, fur- 
rounded with wealth and pleafure, and guarded by dignity and 
virtue, will undoubtedly deride the impotent affaults of Envy and 
Revenge ; and fay, with Dryden’s heroine, 
‘Thus fhall my honour, like a rifing fwan, 
Brufh with its wings the falling drops away, 
And proudly plough the waves. ——’ 








* See a Letter‘to G. Hardinge Efq. faid to be written by a Hereford- 
fire divine, who very probably preached bis pamphlet before he pub- 
lifbed it, This performance being too dull for fale, is 
‘ — like gratis-given Bland, 
Sent with a pafs, and vagrant through the land ;° 
being obtruded, as a prefent, upon more people than will ever read it. 


The 
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Lhe Viften of Prophecy; or Scandal conviéted. A poetic Epiftle ta 
bis Grace, the Duke of Devonthire, Wherein the Calumny of the 
Times is fatirized; aud a Letter to her Grace, the Duche/s of De- 
vonfhire, particularly confidered. The whole calculated for the 
Vindication of Youth, Innocence, and Beauty; and Sor the Diz - 
nity and Honour of the Fair Sex. By a Templar. tos 15. 
Shatwell. 

Very well meant, yet very dull: but, to parody the author’s 
motto, 

Blefs’d be the verfe, how dull foe’er it flow 
That tends to guard one beauty from her foe! 

A Letter to a-young Nobleman on his late Nuptials. 410. 1s. Bew. 
eo invidious and unjuftifiable attempt to ruin domettic hap- 

pinefs. 

Lhe Charaéers cf George I. Queen Caroline, Sir Robert Walpole, 
Mr, Pulteney, Lord Hardwicke, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Pitt, re- 
wiewed. With Royal and Noble Anecdotes: anda Sketch of Lard 
Chefterfield’s Céarader. Small. 8uo. 15. 6d. fewed. T. 
Davies. : 

Befides the anecdotes which the author of this pamphlet has 
introduced, with the view of placing the feveral charatters in a 
clearer light, he has, as himfelf expreffes it, fometimes enlarged 
and fometimes foftened, features, to make the portraits a fuller 
refemblance of the, originals. He appears to write from good 
information; and the {ketch which he has fubjoined of Lord 
Cheiterfield’s Character has no inconfiderable degree of merit.—in 
fhort, this publication has an undoubted right to the attention 
of the public. 

Pieces written by M. Falconet and .M, Diderot, on Sculpture in 
general, and partitularly on the celebrated Statue of Peter tLe 
Greats, now finifoing by the former, at St. Peterfourgs Tran/- 
lated by W. Tooke. ato. 4s. fewed. Bowyer and Nichols, 
At St. Peterfburg where the arts and fciences flourifh under 

the protection of the emprefs, an equéflrian ftatue of Peter the 

Great, of a coloffal fize, has lately been ereéted by M. Fal- 

conet, an able ftatuary, who, if he had employed his genius in 

Jiterary performances, would perhaps have become one of the 

fineft writers.. Indeed his notes on the Elder Pliny, and on the 

ftatue of Marcus Aurelius, are monuments of. his: claffical edu- 
cation, and of his reading, as well as convincing proofs of :his 
fkill as an artitt. 

The pamphlet under confideration, confirms thefe affertions. 
It contains a mafterly fpeech, intitled Reflections on Sculpture, 
delivered to the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture at 
Paris in 1760. ‘The fculptor and ftatuary, nay the painter and 
the poet, will reap inftruction from this valuable efiay, It is 
followed by part ,of a.letter to M. Diderot from M. Falconer, 
likewifé abounding with found judgment.and good tafte, on the 
-fubje& of jhis great work, the ilatue of Peter. M, Diderot, in 
anfwer, beftows praife in fuch a manner, that an artift'may be 
proud of hisapplaufe. He fpeaks asa man of great knowledge 
and difcernment im all the arts, 

M. Fal« 
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M. Falconet has added to the above, his anfwer toa gentle- 
man, who pretended to teach him the proper pofition of his 
jtatue, and who it feems would have done better to keep his 
advice to himfelf. At the end, lord Shaftefbury’s letter 
concerning the art or fcience of defiga, furnifhes the great 
{fculptor with fubje& for the moft poignant and jadicious irony. 
M. Falconer very properly chaitifes the right honourable con- 
noiffeur who is of opinion that artifts are only capable. of ex- 
ecuting, the ideas which his lordfhip, or a fimilar man of genius, 
may conceiwe-and arrange. ‘The whole publication, and the 
print which reprefents the ftatue, are proofs that the prefent 
age may vie with former times, in point of firit-rate artitts, 


A Common Place Book for'Travellers'in foreign Countries. Long 
8vo. 3s. Rivington. | 
Our conntry has of late produced many books of travels; but - 
it is perhaps the barrennefs of moft of thefe publications, which 
has fuggefted the idea of a Common Place Book. An ufefal {pi- 
rit of obfervation, tempered with mature judgment, is fo feldom 
an ingredient in thofe motley compounds, named Modern Travel- 
Jers, that fuch a fatire upon them may be neceffary.. The exe- 
‘cution of this idea, however, feems to be unfuccefsful, and gives 
us little hopes, that it will ever ht?p'to form a good fenfible tra- 
veller: ‘he fhould know, not only whar, but likewife 4ow to fee. 


| Armfirong’s AGual Survey of the great Poff Road between London 
and Dover, sith the Country three Miles on each Side. Drawn 
on a Scale of balf an Inch to a Mile. Swvo 3. 
¢ Animated (fays the ingenious author in his preface) by the very 
favourable reception with which the “ Actual Survey of the Great 
Poft-Roads between London and Edinburgh” ‘hath already been 
diftinguifhed—not only by the nobility ‘and gentry, patrons of the 
undertaking, but by every other impartial judge, competent to de- 
termine on its merits—the author, in profecution of his original de- 
ficn, (that of publifhing, wrth a correctnels hitherto unknown in 
this country, a view of the principal roads throughout England) at 
length refpectfully prefents his long-promifed, though hitherto un- 
avoidably delayed, furvey of the great, and highly-frequented road 
to the continent.—Formed as it is on the fame plan and {dale With 
his former furvey, and in like manner authenticated, not in partibus 
but in foto, by a perfonal ferutiny, he flattershimielf it-will be found 
an acceptable fpecimen of his continued afliduity to pleafes'and of 
his determined refolution to improve as he:proceeds in the very ar- 
duous tafk which he has publicly pledged himfelf to perform. 

To the mode-he has adopted-of . publifhing lis furveys, the only 
plaufible objection made, feems to be, that a fingle volume. does not 
contain the whole of the, poft-roads in the kindom;—an objection 
which the author begs leave to obviate by obferving, that if that 
whole were laid down’on the fame extenfive plan and feale with the 
furvey already given, and that now offered, it would not only fwell 
the book into a fize utterly incommodious as well as unneceflary to 
the traveller, but raife it to a price which the noble and the afluent 
could alone with propriety afford. 

General utility, therefore, blended with ftrié&t accuracy, and ele- 
gant execution, being the grand,,.the ultimate object of the author, 
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he humbly hopes to enjoy a continuance of that generous protec. 
tion with which he has been already fo eminently rewarded.’ 

The plates in this work are elegantly executed, and feemingly 
with much accuracy. Bach plate is fronted with a leaf of letter- 
prefs, explaining the names of the noblemen and gentlemen 
whofe feats are contained in it, the pofl-road, the crofs-roads, 
and the principal inns, &c. Many other pages of Jetter-prefs 
are inferted of things very ufeful to be known by all! traveilers 
on the road; with accounts of the flies, diligences, and poft. 
coaches from London ; the inns, fure, &c. accarding to the lateft 
regulations. Together with * Le Courier Frangois,’ containing 
the regulations of the French pofts; with the prices, and man- 
ner of travelling poft in France ; a thing very sieful to prevent 
jinpofitions on the road. There is alfo prefixed a map of a ge- 
neral view of the road and paffage between London and Paris by 
feveral different routes, and extenfive tables of the feveial ttapes 
and diftances by each. 

On the whole, from the plan and execution of this ‘work, we 
think it cannot fail of that favourable reception which its ufe- 
fulnefs fo juftly intitles it to. 


Reliques of Genius. By the late rev. Mr. Ryan. Small 8vo. 
25. 6d. fewed. Dilly. 

This colle&tion contains a few poetical pieces, and fome 
tales in profe ; the productions of a young gentleman deceafed, 
Mr. Everhard Ryan, who appears to have poficifed a con- 
fiderable degree of imagination, as well as of judgment. 


be Chila’s Condudtor : d:figned to impart to Children, in a plain and 
Jfimple Manner, a full Knowledge of thofe important Truths, which 
ought to take the Lead of all other Infiruction. By Lady Pen- 
nington, for the Uje of ber Grandchildren. 24to. 1s. 6d. Walter. 


There is a tin&ture of myfticifm in this performance, which 
will render it le{s ufeful to young readers, than an excellent trea- 
tife by the fame hand, intitled-An unfortunate Mothei’s Advice 
to her abfent Daughters. | 











*.* ¢ The editor of bifhop Pearce’s life is much obliged to the au- 
thors of the Critical Review, for their jult remark on Mr. Pearce’s 
not being gat Weftminfter {chool under Dr. Bufby. This miftake is 
entirely owing toan error of the prels ; for, in the copy, it followed 
page2. 1.17. after, “if the ftudent be fent deficient to the univer- 
fity,”—This rule may be fuppofed to have been obferved a while after 
Door Bufby’s death.’ 


May 15, 1777. 





Erratum. Ix the article on Enfield’s Sermons, p. 417. inflead of 
The hiftory of thefe eminentmen, read, The hiftory of our Saviour 
and thefe eminent men. 
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